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Attorney General Ashley Moody News Release

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney General Ashley Moody is recognizing October as National
Domestic Violence Awareness Month by highlighting resources for domestic violence victims
and survivors. In 2020, Florida law enforcement agencies received more than 106,000 reports of
domestic violence, resulting in more than 63,000 arrests. Attorney General Moody is
encouraging anyone in an abusive relationship to seek help and contact law enforcement.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women
and the third leading cause of homelessness among families. These are heartbreaking statistics,
and as we recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month, I want to encourage anyone being
abused to seek help. There are caring people and organizations across our state ready to assist
victims of domestic violence, help them escape abusive relationships and empower them to
become survivors.”

The Florida Department of Children and Families reports that during fiscal year 2020-21,
Florida’s certified domestic violence centers provided more than 412,000 nights of emergency
shelter to more than 10,000 survivors of domestic violence. Survivors, as well as friends, family
members and other community members, can contact any domestic violence center through 24-
hour hotlines.

Free and confidential legal advice is available for any survivor through Florida’s Domestic
Violence Legal Hotline. Services are offered Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
by also calling 1(800) 500-1119. Incoming calls are transferred to a lawyer who can help answer
questions and provide free legal advice on family law, housing, injunctions, public benefits and
other civil matters and make referrals to other services to help.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmzPlxTF3lg
https://www.fdle.state.fl.us/CJAB/UCR/Annual-Reports/UCR-Domestic-Violence.aspx
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/domestic-violence/statistics.shtml


For a list of local domestic violence services, including safe shelters and abuse counseling, visit
the Florida Attorney General’s Victims Services Directory by clicking here. Many nonprofits are
now offering telephone counseling and video sessions for victims who feel safe enough to utilize
these services. Options may vary by organization.

Through the federal Victims of Crime Act, the Florida Attorney General’s Office provides funding
to nonprofit organizations providing qualifying services to victims of crime, including victims of
domestic violence. For more information on VOCA and other types of services provided, click
here.

For a directory of certified domestic violence centers and the contact information of each center,
click here.

To report domestic violence, contact local law enforcement by texting or calling 911.

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/directory
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/90514096788F88C085256CC50075ACF7/
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/domestic-violence/map.shtml

