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Attorney General Ashley Moody News Release

AG Moody Lauds Ruling Advancing the State's Immigration Case Against
Biden's Unlawful Catch and Release Policy

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—A federal court in North Florida today issued a ruling allowing Attorney
General Ashley Moody’s challenge to President Joe Biden’s catch and release immigration
policy to move forward. In a blistering order denying the federal government’s motion to dismiss,
United States District Judge T. Kent Wetherell rejected yet another attempt by the Biden
administration to ignore the law.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “Today’s order is a huge win in our fight to force the Biden
administration to fix the crisis by following the law. As the order states, ‘not even the President is
above the law,’ and I look forward to advancing our case to hold the Biden administration
accountable for ignoring public-safety immigration laws and turning our nation’s last bastion of
protection into nothing more than a speedbump.”

In the court order denying the motion to dismiss, Judge Wetherell writes, “Suffice it to say the
Court is wholly unpersuaded by Defendants’ position that they have unfettered discretion to
determine how (or if) to comply with the immigration statutes and that there is nothing that
Florida or this Court can do about their policies even if they contravene the immigration statutes.
This position is as remarkable as it is wrong because it is well established that no one, not even
the President, is above the law and the Court unquestionably has the authority to say what the
law is and to invalidate action of the executive branch that contravenes the law and/or the
Constitution. Thus, if Florida’s allegations that Defendants are essentially flaunting the
immigration laws are proven to be true, the Court most certainly can (and will) do something
about it.”

Additionally, the order summarizes some of the state’s allegations and characterizes the damage
caused to the border as a result of, “…restrictions in the immigration statutes and that the
policies have effectively turned the southern border into little more than a speedbump for the
hundreds of thousands of aliens who have flooded across the border into the country since
January 2021.”

To view the order, click here.

In September, Attorney General filed the complaint challenging Biden’s catch and release policy.
According to federal law, arriving immigrants, including those claiming asylum, are required by
law to be detained while immigration courts determine if there is a valid basis to enter the United
States. As a result of the Biden administration’s illegal abdication of duty, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection has already released hundreds of thousands of illegal border crossers since
taking office.

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/files/pdf/page/0EDEBFB7F0E0CE18852588380068504E/Order+Denying+MTD.pdf


For more on the case, click here.

To view the amended complaint, click here.

https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/527C9F0BBA978D758525875E005B11E6/?Open&
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/files/pdf/page/0EDEBFB7F0E0CE18852588380068504E/220201+DE+16+First+Amended+Complaint.pdf

