STATE OF FLORIDA

JAMES UTHMEIER
ATTORNEY GENERAL

June 19, 2026

Robert D. Manfred, Jr.
Commissioner

Major League Baseball

1271 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

Dear Mr. Manfred:

Major League Baseball (“MLB” or “the League”) just warned three San Francisco Gi-
ants pitchers for etching Bible verses on their caps.! Landen Roupp, one of the pitch-
ers who received MLB’s warning, said the Bible verses on his hat were “about God’s
covenant and ... his faithfulness and his mercy.”? The verses describe God establish-
ing the rainbow as a sign of His covenant with all humanity.? MLB claims that
Roupp’s actions violated the League’s rules. But it appears that MLB has a history
of selectively enforcing its rules; players who promote secular messages get a pass,
while players who promote religious messages get a reprimand. If this pattern or
practice of religious discrimination is true, then it could amount to a de facto League
policy, which would violate Florida law. My office will not tolerate religious discrim-
Ination against any players in Florida.

The Florida Civil Rights Act prohibits employers from discriminating against an em-
ployee with respect to “compensation, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment”
because of the employee’s “religion.”> The Act also prohibits employers from
“limit[ing], segregat[ing], or classify[ing] employees or applicants for employment in
any way which would deprive or tend to deprive any individual of employment

1 Karl Rasmussen, MLB Warns Giants Pitchers Who Wore Bible Verses on Caps During ‘Pride
Night,” SPORTS ILLUSTRATED (Jun. 15, 2026), si.com/mlb/giants/giants-pitchers-warned-bible-verses-
on-caps-during-pride-night.
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3 See Genesis 9:12-16.

4 MLB warns players about altering uniforms after Giants pitchers add Bible verses on Pride Night,
AP NEwWS (Jun. 16, 2026, 11:30 AM), apnews.com/article/giants-mlb-caps-pride-night-
2055e9e6cadb11033c0afcee68fd66bce.

5§ 760.10(1)(a), Fla. Stat.



opportunities” or adversely affect their status as an employee based on, among others,
their religious beliefs.6

Likewise, MLLB’s Workplace Code of Conduct says that “MLB does not tolerate har-
assment or discrimination based on ... religion.”” Discrimination, the League claims,
is “against MLB’s values and will not be tolerated anywhere in the Major or Minor
Leagues.”® The Workplace Code of Conduct defines “discrimination” as including
“any adverse job-related decision or less favorable treatment of an individual because
of a protected characteristic,” which includes religion.? It says bullying—“abusive or
intimidating behavior based on ... religion”—may be harassment or discrimination.

A pattern or practice of selectively enforcing its rules to benefit favored secular beliefs
over disfavored religious beliefs would not only potentially violate Florida civil rights
law, but it would also violate the League’s own policies. And a practice of claiming
not to discriminate based on religion while discriminating based on religion could
further amount to an unfair or deceptive trade practice in violation of the Florida
Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act.10

In a statement, MLB defended its actions by claiming that it violates the League’s
rules for players to write on their uniforms or equipment, regardless of the content of
the message.ll MLB claims its actions are a “routine” warning and had nothing to do
with the content of the message.l? Yet anyone who watches baseball knows these
warnings are anything but routine. And content surely matters. MLB regularly al-
lows players to write on their equipment, even if on paper, players are not allowed to
do so. In 2019, for example, a Cincinnati Reds player wrote on his cap in tribute to a
nearby mass shooting.!> And in 2020, MLB evidently added new, sweeping excep-
tions to its uniform rules by allowing players to “support social justice and diversity
and inclusion.”4 These policy changes included permitting players to add Black Lives
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Matter patches to their sleeves.’® MLB allowed Black Lives Matter to be etched into
the pitcher’s mound.'® The changes also permitted players to use their cleats to dis-
play social justice messages and causes.l” As a final example, in 2021, several pitch-
ers from the Toronto Blue Jays and Los Angeles Dodgers wrote “51” on their caps to
honor a fellow player.'® Another player wrote on his bat knob, which has now been
memorialized in a baseball card.9

MLB therefore appears to applaud—even change its rules for—the ideological beliefs
it prefers, but targets players who express religious views the League doesn’t like.
The MLB’s apparent history of selective nonenforcement suggests that it applied its
uniform rule uniquely against Roupp and the other pitchers simply because they ex-
pressed a religious belief. A League-wide practice of this sort is both wrong and may
violate Florida law.

Florida is home to two MLB teams, and half of MLLB’s teams do their spring training
in Florida.20 Any religious discrimination by MLB occurring in Florida against any
of the players on those teams must cease. Because the League’s erratic enforcement
of its rules appears discriminatory, my office is issuing the attached subpoena. We
look forward to your cooperation.

Sincerely,

aLlrA .

ames Uthméier
Attorney General
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