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The Florida Medical Examiners released new statistics this week highlighting a decrease in drug-
related deaths. Opioid-related deaths declined by 10 percent and overall it appears Florida is
moving in the right direction.

While this is encouraging, far too many people continue to die from drug abuse in our state. We
must do more to stop the national opioid crisis ravaging Florida. According to the just-released
annual report, 5,576 opioid-related deaths were reported in Florida in 2018—down by more than
600 lives from the year before.

Broken down, that means an average of 15 people die every day from opioid abuse in our state.
Exacerbating this crisis is the influx of deadly fentanyl. Although opioid-related and overall drug
deaths decreased, deaths caused by fentanyl rose by more than 30 percent.

These statistics are important for tracking progress in the fight to end the opioid crisis, but we
can never lose sight of the fact that these numbers represent lives. These are Floridians with
mothers and fathers, many are parents themselves leaving behind orphaned children.

They are Florida families and this crisis is ripping them apart.

That is why | am working through my office, and as Chair of the Statewide Task Force on Opioid
Abuse, to end this crisis and save lives. It is why | urged Floridians to participate in last month’s
Prescription Drug Take Back Day, and it is why | launched a website, DoseofRealityFL.com, with
a map of take-back locations open daily. This site also provides a one-stop shop of information
about opioid addiction and other great resources.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHoBI9XNajM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/MEC/Publications-and-Forms/Documents/Drugs-in-Deceased-Persons/2018-Annual-Drug-Report.aspx
http://doseofrealityfl.com/

This statewide resource is just one weapon in our fight to end the opioid crisis. While I'm glad the
death rate is falling, | will not let up on our tireless efforts to end this crisis. Please join us in this
fight. Working together, we can build a stronger, safer Florida.

In The News

New statewide legal helpline in place to help protect veterans, service members, WFLA Tampa
Read More

CONSUMER ALERT: Millions available for victims of tech support scams, Action News Jax
Read More

Millions in restitution available to victims of tech support scams, WFLA Tampa

Read More

Over 5 million children and teens are vaping in the U.S., researchers say, CBS News
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https://www.wfla.com/news/new-statewide-legal-helpline-in-place-to-help-protect-veterans-service-members/
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/consumer-alert-millions-available-for-victims-of-tech-support-scams/1005028826
https://www.wfla.com/news/millions-in-restitution-available-to-victims-of-tech-support-scams/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/teen-vaping-statistics-over-5-million-youths-estimated-to-be-vaping-in-the-us-researchers-say/
https://www.wmfe.org/truckers-for-human-trafficking-spotting-the-signs-on-the-road/139271
https://weartv.com/features/addicted-florida/attorney-general-explains-capitals-plan-for-opioid-crisis

