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Date: January 30, 2003

Subject:
Sunshine Law, fair housing/employment appeals bd.

The Honorable Nikki Beare
Chairperson, Dade County
Fair Housing and Employment Appeals Board
Sieron Building, Room 303
1425 Northwest Tenth Avenue
Miami, Florida 33136

RE: SUNSHINE LAW–-deliberations of Fair Housing and Employment Appeals Board. s.
286.011, Fla. Stat.

Dear Ms. Beare:

This is in response to your request for an opinion on whether the deliberations of the Fair
Housing and Appeals Board are subject to section 286.011, Florida Statutes, Florida's
Government-in-the-Sunshine Law.

I have carefully examined the memorandums of law submitted by the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission and the Dade County Attorney's Office regarding this matter. The
opinion expressed by Mr. Simon, that the Sunshine Law is applicable to deliberations of the Fair
Housing and Appeals Board, is mandated by existing case law construing section 286.011,
Florida Statutes. See and compare Canney v. Board of Public Instruction of Alachua County,
278 So. 2d 34 (Fla. 1973), and Department of Pollution Control v. Career Service Commission,
320 So. 2d 846 (Fla. 1st DCA 1975). Nothing contained in the opinion submitted by the
Commission alters or changes this basic conclusion in any manner.

Trusting this information has been of assistance and with all good wishes, I remain

Sincerely,

Robert L. Shevin
Attorney General
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