Feb 10, 2026
Contact Communications
Phone (850) 245-0150

OFFICE OF THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL

STATE OF FLORIDA

Florida Attorney General's Office News Release

Attorney General James Uthmeier Secures 120-Year Prison Sentence for
Convicted Human Trafficker

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney General James Uthmeier announced that the Office of
Statewide Prosecution secured a 120-year prison sentence for Marquett James, 50, of
Hillsborough County; the incarceration will be served over 90 years, with some terms running
concurrently.

“In a case that the Biden DOJ refused to prosecute, our Office of Statewide Prosecution worked
with HSI under the Trump administration to deliver a sentence that ensures this offender will
never have the opportunity to exploit another victim,” said Attorney General James Uthmeier.
“Crimes of this nature cause life-long harm and must be met with punishments that reflect their
severity. In Florida, there will be no leniency for sexual predators and human traffickers.”

James was convicted in November 2025 on felony charges of Human Trafficking (2 counts),
Racketeering, and Conspiracy to Commit Racketeering. He will serve his sentence in the Florida
Department of Corrections.
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