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This week, | visited the Margate Police Department in South Florida to present a
Back the Blue Award to Detective Julio Fernandez for his dogged investigative work
in solving multiple cold cases.

Det. Fernandez is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and has served in law enforcement for
22 years. The detective’s commitment to service led him to urge supervisors to
reopen long-closed cold cases. Many of the cases involved missing persons, DNA
matching of skeletal remains, gruesome homicides and more.

Cold cases are often the most difficult to solve. According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime
Report, nationwide, there are an estimated 340,000 homicide and non-negligent
manslaughter cases that are unsolved—approximately 19,000 of these cold cases
are in Florida.



https://projectcoldcase.org/cold-case-homicide-stats/
https://projectcoldcase.org/cold-case-homicide-stats/
https://projectcoldcase.org/cold-case-homicide-stats/

Det. Fernandez is working hard to reduce that number—solving eight in the last five
years, giving closure to families, some of whom waited more than two decades for
answers. That is why | was so excited to present our Back the Blue Award to Det.
Fernandez.

If you know an officer, organization or community member doing extraordinary work
to strengthen the bond between law enforcement and the communities they service
consider nominating them for our Back the Blue Award. For more information about

this initiative, click here.

By supporting our great law enforcement officers and recognizing those working to
bridge gaps and build relationships in our communities, we will build a Stronger,
Safer Florida.


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/home-page/back-the-blue

In The News

Florida attorney general gives tips to avoid scams after arrests made in car theft ring
investigation, CBS 10 Tampa Bay

Read More

23 arrested in vehicle theft ring with Tampa Bay ties, officials say, Tampa Bay Times

Read More

Attorney general says AM radios in cars essential for emergency situations, Villages-News
Read More

Ashley Moody: Electric Cars Need to Keep Access to AM Radio Stations, Florida Daily

Read More

Florida law enforcement shuts down fentanyl, xylazine trafficking ring, The Center Square
Florida

Read More

Former nursing home manager accused of stealing over $29,000 from patients in Orange
Park, CBS 12 West Palm Beach

Read More


https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/crime/car-theft-ring-investigation-operation-gone-in-60-days-fdle/67-fc5ce9d9-9f39-4ba4-85f7-7ea7648914ac
https://www.tampabay.com/news/crime/2023/06/26/23-arrested-vehicle-theft-ring-with-tampa-bay-ties-officials-say/
https://www.villages-news.com/2023/06/28/attorney-general-says-am-radios-in-cars-essential-for-emergency-situations/
https://www.floridadaily.com/ashley-moody-electric-cars-need-to-keep-access-to-am-radio-stations/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/florida/article_954ece9e-15b8-11ee-8250-a360887a0068.html
https://cbs12.com/news/local/priscilla-m-sluder-former-nursing-home-manager-the-palms-nursing-and-rehab-stealing-29000-patients-orange-park-florida-attorney-general-ashley-moody-6-30-2023

Protecting Floridians

Attorney General Moody’s OSP Charges More Than 20 People in Rico Case Involving Luxury Vehicles

Attorney General Ashley Moody
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Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Office of Statewide Prosecution is charging more
than 20 people in a criminal organization involving fraudulent Vehicle Identification
Numbers on high-end vehicles.

Read More

Attorney General Moody Announces Shutdown of a Drug Trafficking Organization Peddling Xylazine and
Fentanyl


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moodys-osp-charges-more-20-people-rico-case-involving-luxury-vehicles
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Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Office of Statewide Prosecution is set to prosecute
12 defendants of a drug trafficking organization accused of trafficking cocaine,
fentanyl, xylazine and amphetamine in the Orlando area.

Read More

Attorney General Moody Leads Coalition of 16 Attorneys General Demanding EV Manufacturers Keep AM Radios
in New Vehicles to Protect Drivers in Emergency Situations

Attorney General Ashley Moody
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Attorney General Ashley Moody is leading a coalition of 16 attorneys general
demanding electric vehicle manufacturers keep AM radio stations in new vehicles to


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moody-announces-shutdown-drug-trafficking-organization-peddling

protect drivers in emergency situations.

Read More


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moody-leads-coalition-16-attorneys-general-demanding-ev-manufacturers

Heading Into the Holiday Weekend and Following a Tragic Accident Claiming the Lives of Five Florida Teens AG
Moody Urges Extra Caution on Roadways

Attorney General Ashley Moody
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It is the 32nd day of the 100 Deadliest Days, and already more than 90 people died
on Florida roadways.

Read More

Attorney General Moody Announces Arrest of Disabled Care Provider for More Than $11,000 in Medicaid Fraud
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Attorney General's Medicaid Fraud Control Unit

Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit and the Jacksonville


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/heading-holiday-weekend-and-following-tragic-accident-claiming-lives-five-florida-teens

Sheriff's Office arrested a disabled care provider for Medicaid fraud.

Read More

Attorney General Moody Announces Arrest of Skilled Nursing Facility Office Manager for Grand Theft
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Attorney General's Medicaid Fraud Control Unit

Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit and the Orange Park
Police Department are announcing the arrest of the former office manager of a
nursing and rehab facility for grand theft.

Read More


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moody-announces-arrest-disabled-care-provider-more-11000-medicaid
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moody-announces-arrest-skilled-nursing-facility-office-manager-grand

Attorney General Moody’s Statewide Prosecutors Secure Death Penalty for Man Convicted of Gruesome Murder

Attorney General Ashley Moody
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Attorney General Ashley Moody’s Office of Statewide Prosecution secured the death
penalty for a man convicted of sexual battery and murder.

Read More


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/newsrelease/attorney-general-moodys-statewide-prosecutors-secure-death-penalty-man-convicted

Events

This week, Attorney General Ashley Moody and the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement announcing the arrests of more than 20 individuals for operating a
criminal fraud ring involving luxury vehicles.
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