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L amounts the taxable assessment and the 
listrict should be the first considerations. 

Yours very truly, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 

SHERIFFS MILEAGE. 

Tallahassee, Fla., February 9, 1917. 

Ith instant has been received. I note your 
1ws: 

~ controversy by answering the following 
)blems: 

~aves court house in Florida and travels 
ltate line and :fifteen miles into Alabama 
ed on map, where he arrests prisoner and 
k: to court house in Florida. How much 
titled to? 

.eaves court house and travels thirty 
ndicated, and arrests two prisoners and 
:k to court house. How much mileage is 

rer to these two problems, in figures, will 
preciated. Kindly return this sheet with 
~reatly oblige." 
your questions in the order stateJ. 
sheriff of any county of this State goes 
s of the State to bring back a prhmner, 
am of five cents per mile for the actual 
l from the court house of the county to 
the prisoner is taken into custody. This 
fixed by Chapter 5407 of the Acts of 
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2. If the sheriff makes only one trip, the fact that he 
arrests more than one prisoner on the trip does not, in 
my opinion, authorize a charge against the county for 
more than one trip. Under Section 1684 of the General 
Statutes arresting officers are prohibited from charging 
constructive mileage against the county, and under See­
tion 4065 of the General Statutes sheriffs are required, in 
presenting bills covering mileage, to certify that no con· 
structive mileage is charged therein. 

The Attorney General is not authorized to officially 
advise county officers and, therefore, this letter cannot 
be regardeJ as an official expression from this office, but 
only as representing my views as an attorney on the 
questions about which you inquire. 

As requested I am returning herewith the diagram 
which accompanied your letter. 

Yours very truly, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 

BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION MAY ISSUE DUE 
BILLS. 

Tallahassee, Fla., February 10, 1917. 

My Dear Sir : 

Yours of the 7th instant has been received and noted. 
There seems to be no legal objection to the issuance 

of obligations in the nature of due bills by a board of 
public instruction for the purpose of taking care tem­
porarily of expenses necessarily incurred by such board, 
provided, of course, S'uch obligations are kept within the 
budget of expenses previously prepared by the board as 
required by law, but, in view of the legislation on this 
subject generally, pas<'led at the last session of the leg· 
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islature, I would suggest that you stay very near the 
shore on this proposition and incur only such expenses 
as are imperative. This suggestion is made in order 
that your board may not violate the spirit of the legis­
lation mentioned, and it seems to be necessary from the 
financial ·statement sent me, it appearing from this state­
ment that the income for the present year will not take 
care of obligations already existing. 

The purpose of the legislation mentioned was to re­
qufre county boards to live within their incomes, but 
the legislature probably made a mistake in not allow­
ing further time in which to transfer from a credit to 
a cash basis. However, we have nothing to do with the 
question of the wisdom of the legislation, and the local 
officers should, if possible, work out a plan for taking 
care of the imperative needs of the situation without 
violating the law until the next legislature meets, when 
the statute may be modified so as to give more time for 
placing the counties on a cash basis. 

The Attorney Geenral has no authority to officially 
advise county officers and, therefore, this letter can­
not be regarded as an official expression from this of­
fice. It represents simply my views as an attorney and 
is written in reply to your inquiry with a view to as 
sisting you, if possible, in taking care of the eX'isting 
situation. 

Yours very truly, 
T. F. WEST, 
Attorney General. 

COUNTY OFFICER!S'------HOW ELECTED. 

Tallahassee, Fla., March 13, 1917. 
l\Iy Dear Sir : 

I have your communication of l\Iarch 5, and in reply 
beg to advise that Section 6 of Article VIII of the Con-
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stitution appears to cover the subject-ma1 
quiry, and ·iu eftect provides that county c 
elected by the people and that their duth 
sation shall be prescribed by law. 

It has been a custom of the legislature, 
affecting terms and compensations of the 
and county officers, to carry a provisio1 

that they shall not become effective until 
of the terms then being served, but, in vi 
vision of the Constitution as above reverrec 
that the time of making such acts effec 
entirely within the discretion of the legisl 

The Attorney General is not authorize 
advise in matters of this kind. This is 
sist in arriving at a proper conclusion in 
which I shall take pleasure in doing at ai 

Yours very truly, 
T.F.WE 

Attorn 

BOARD OF PlTBLIC I:NSTRCCTION, N< 
IZED TO BORROW :\lONEY FRO 
'l'AX SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

Tallahassee, Fla., l\larc 

l\ly dear Sir: 

Yours of recent date has been recefred. 
Replying to same will say that there is 

this State specifically authorizing the boi 
instruction of a county in this State to b 
from a special tax school district. Neith1 
statute authorizing such a district to loan ai 

it may have to its credit at any time. 


