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The Honorable Davi'd H. Pingree
Secretary
Department of Health and

Rehabilitative Services
'13l7Winewood Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Re: Declaration of Reciprocity with the United
Kingdom.

'Dear Mr. Pingree:

This is in response to your request that this office declare
the United Kingdom to be a reciprocating state for purposes
of Ch. 88, r:. S.. the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement'
of Support Act (1968).

$ection 88.0405(1), F.S., provides that the Attorney General
may declare a foreign nation or state of a foreign nation 'to
be a reciprocating state for purposes of Ch. 88 if the Attorney
Gene.ral finds that J:eciprocal provisions are available in the
foreign nation or state of a·foreign nation for the enforcement
of support orders issued in the State of Florida,. See also
§88.03l(18), F.S., defining "state", for purposes of Ch.aa-to·
include "any foreign nation or state of a foreign nation peclared
pursuant'to §88.040S to have similar reciprocal provisions."

You have provided this office with the pertinent provisions of'
1979 No. 1314 which you refer to in your letter as the Maintenance
of Dependants Act of the United Kingdom. See §l(l) of the Act

. whi'ch states the ·"[t]his Order may be cited as the Recovery of
Maintenance (United States of America) Order 1979." Part II
of the Act relates to the reci.procal enforcement of claims for
the .recovery of maintenance. Section 25 thereof states in ,.
pertinent part the "Her Hq,jesty may by Order in Council declare that
any country or terri tory speci fied in the Order, being a count'ry
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or territory outside the '.united Kin.gdo';1 to 'which the
Maintenan'ce' Conven.tion, extends; 'is a convention, country
for the purposes of this Part of th'is Act.t!'See, §3(1)
of the Act stating .'that the ,provisions of ?art II of t;he'
Act shall apply in relation, to ,a' specified State as they
apply ,in relation to a convent,ion cOGnt-ry; and §2 providing
,that "specified State" means a State specified in the
Schedule, to the Order. ' Article 2 , the, Sc.hedule of specified.
States, express ly includes" inr,er alia, Florida. Cf,' §40

, of the Act regarding the p'O'\V'c ...- to Cipp [y the Act tomaintenance
orders and' applications rorrecovery of nai:1tenance made
in ,certain countries.' ',"

Section 27, of the Hni ted Kingdom Act se::s fo::-t;'l. the ?rocedure,'
whereby a person in a convention country may ap?:Ly ::or re- ,
covery of maintenance frem an0rher person ies~ding in England
or Wales or in Northern L,·elanG. The section provid2:S in part

" that where, the Secretary of State receives from the 8~pp.ropria:te

authority in a conventi.on country an a?plication by a person in
that country for the recovery of maintenance f::,om aiother ,p,erson

, , who is residing in England or Wales or in Nor-chern Ireland; ,
he shall send the application together with' any a.:companying' ,
documents to the clerk of a magi~trates' court acting for,the­
petty sessions area or petty sessior.s dist;t"ict, as the case
may be, in'which that ot~er person is residing; .:lnd lithe" ,
application shall be treated ior the purposes of any enactment'
as if it were a complaint and refereLlces in this secti,onand ,

'in sections 28; 29, ,and 30 of this Act to the complaint" -the',
complainant, a,nd the defendant shall be carlS trued accordingly. ,II
See" §27(2) regarding a complaint :Eor an "affiliation order.""
And see, §3l of the United Kingdom Act relatit).g ·to applications
OY-persons in a convention, country for recovery of maintenance
in Scotland.

It therefo're appears that rec'ip'rc>cal provls~ons for the' enfo'rce­
ment of support orders ,issu'ed in the ,State' of Florida ar~ avail­
able under the United Kingdom 'Act, 1979 No. 1314; and accordingly,
I am,of the ·opin,ionthat.' the United'Kingdom pursuant to §88.0.40S.~

" F. S. ,may be decla'red to be a recipr,?cating state.
, '

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely.

JIM SXITtI
ATTORKEY GE~ERAL
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