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DEPARTMENT:OF LEGAL AFFAIRS # 9 ;2 o y
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

THE CAPITOL o o gwW 2»_;, "
- ) TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA 32301 f 33
JIM SMITH _
Attorney General ) .
State of Florida. o i ss? 8 1982

The Honorable David H. Plngree

Secretary

Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services

‘1317 Winewood Boulevard

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

- Re: Declaration of Reciprocity with'the United
’ Kingdom.

‘Dear Mr. Pingree:

This is in response to your request that this office declare
the United Kingdom to be a reciprocating state for purposes
of Ch. 88, F.S., the Revised Uniform Rec1procal Enforcement

.. of Support Act (1968) .

Section 88. 0405(1) F. S , provides that. the Attorney General

may declare a forelgn nation or state of a foreign nation to

be a reciprocating state for purposes of Ch. 88 if the Attorney
General finds that reciprocal provisions are available in the
foreign nation or state of a foreign nation for the enforcement
of support orders issued in the State of Florida. See also

§88. 031(18) defining ''state' for purposes of Ch. 88 to
include "any forelgn nation or state of a foreign nation declared
-pursuant to §88 0405 to have similar rec1procal prov1s1ons

- You have provided this office with the pertinent provisions of
1979 No. 1314 which you refer to in your letter as the Maintenance
of Dependants Act of the United Kingdom. See §1(1) of the Act

-which states the "[t]his Order may be cited as the Recovery of
Maintenance (United States of America) Order 1979." Part II
of the Act relates to the reciprocal enforcement of claims for
the recovery of maintenance. Section 25 thereof states in
pertinent part the "Her Majesty may by Order in Council declare ‘that
any country or territory specified in the Order, being a country
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or terrltory out51de the United Klngdo“ to wn’Ch the
Maintenance Convention. extends, is. a conventlon country

for the purposes of this Part of this Act." See, §3(1)

of the Act stating. ‘that the provisions of Part T II of the
Act shall apply in reldation-to a- spec1rleu State as they
apply in relation to a convention count¥y; and §2 providing
that '"specified State' means a State specified in the
Schedule . to the Order. Article 2, the Schedule ci specified,

=
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States, expressly includes, inter alia, Florida. Cf. §40

of the Act regardlng the power to apply thc Act to maintenance .

orders and appllcatlons for recovery, of marntenante made
in certaln countrles

Sectlon 27 of the United Klnguom Act sets forta the Urocedure
whereby a person in a convention country mav appiy for re- ..
covery of maintenance from anither person residing in England
or Wales or in Northern Ireland. The section providas  in part

. that where the Secretary of State receives from the approprlate

authority in a convention country an application by a person in-
that country for the recovery of malntenanre from arother person

.. who is residing in England or Wales or in Nerthern Ireland,

he shall send the application together thh any atcovpanv1ng

- documents to the clerk of a magistrates' court ac ting for the

petty‘sessions area or petty sessions district, as the case
may be, in which that other person is residing; and ''the -
appllcatlon shall be treated for the pur rposes of any enactment’
as if it were a complaint and referenceés in this section and .

'in sections 28; 29, and 30 of this Act to the compralnt the

complairnant and the ‘defendant shall be tonstruea accordlngly
See,. §27(2) regarding a complaint for an ''affiliation order.'
Kﬁa'see §31 of the United Klnngm Act relating to ap pllcatlons
By_persons in a conventlon country for recovery of malntenance

.1n Scotland.

It therefore appears that recrprotaW prov;81ons for the enforce-
ment of support orders issuéd in the State of Florida are avail-
able under the Unlted Kingdom ‘Act 1579 No. 1314; and accordlngry

"I am.of the opinion that the J“lted Xingdom pursuant to §88 0405,
_F S., may be declared to be a rec1protat1ng state. » .

Wlth all good w1shes I am-

Sincerely.

IM SM IT
ATTORNEY GENERAL
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