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1 to whether or not the Board of County 
s could expenJ the $600,000.00 without 
ntract to the lowest bidder and by buying 
labor, etc. You will notice from his letter 
1 to be satisfied as to other questions but 
ticular matter, which I consider to be of 
LCe, he desires an opinion and I most re-
1est that you advise me what course should 
the matter of the construction of the road, 

ntract or by the Board buying all the ma­
etc., and doing the work." 
· comes from the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
nty and relates to the powers of the board 
1missioners of Taylor County in dealing 
'ion of the construction anJ maintenance 
~ in their county. 
~y General is not authorized to, officially 
)Oards and, therefore, nothing that I would 
o your inquiry on this subject would be 
he county authorities or controlling upon 
g with this question. I don't mind saying, 
if the board of county commissioners of 
er a careful consideration of the question, 
tie in the public interest to construct and 
ublic roads of the county under the super­
~rintendent or engineer employed by them, 
rranted in doing so, and that they are not 
the law to have this work done under 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 
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OFFICERS-DUTY OF COUNTY OFFICERS TO SEE 
THAT TAX LAWS INFORCED - ATTORNEY 
GENERAL NOT LEGAL ADVISOR. 

Tallahassee, Fla., February 3, 1917. 

Honorable ErneBt Amos, Comptroller, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 

Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of your communication as follows: 
"I am transmitting herewith a letter from Hon. Cyril 

Baldwin, Tax Collector of DeSoto County, in relation to 
the provision of the law covering license taxes to be paid 
by automobile garages for keeping, storing, caring for, 
repairing automobiles, or other horseless vehicles, be­
longing to the public. See Section 7 of Chapter 6421 
of the laws of Florida. 

"I would be pleased to have your opinion as to 
whether or not the Tax Collector is correct in his con­
struction of the law." 

The Attorney General is not authorized to officially 
advise county officers and, therefore, nothing that I would 
say in reply to your inquiry would be controlling on the 
DeSoto County officers in the performance of their duties 
under the law relative to this matter. 

The statute referred to fixes the tax imposed on the 
occupation mentioned. Whether or not one is engaged 
in this occupation is a question of fact. The officer 
whose duty it is to collect this tax must necessarily pass 
upon this question of fact in the fir~t instance. If pay­
ment of the tax is refused and the tax collector is of the 
opinion that the law is being violated, he .should see to 
it that the party violating the law is prosecuted for such 
violation. In this way the question can be passed upon 
by the court and the matter finally determined. 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 


