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;sIONERS MAY RAISE VALUA­
SITTING AS BOARD OF EQUAL-

Tallahassee, Fla., May 24, 1917. 

instant has been received and noted. 
you mention, where the county com­
t property assessed at $20,'000 is act-
1, they would, in my opinion, have the 
1g held by them for the purpose of re­
tg the assessment, to raise the valua­
~h property by the tax assessor of the 
.s done it will be necessary, of course, 
all other cases where valuations are 
rive notice of same so that the prop­
tve an opportunity to be heard upon 

'S very truly, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 

OFFICE'RS-WHO ARE. 

Tallahassee, Fla., May 28, 1917. 

•een called to the action of the. House 
iking for an expression from this of­
)n of what officers are "county of­
~ within the meaning of that term 
te Bill Number 223 now pending in 
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It appears that this question was suggested by cer­
tain amendments which were offered to this act, pro­
posing to refer specifically to county solicitors, prose­
£Uting attorneys for county corurts, clerks of civil courts. 
of record and clerks of criminal courts of record, and, 
therefore, the question presented is whether or not these 
officers are county officials. 

This question was answered with reference to county 
solicitors by the 18'upreme Court of this State in the 
case of State ex rel Murphy v. Barnes, 24 Fla. 29, where­
in it was held that solicitors for criminal courts of rec­
ord are county officers. 

In an advisory opinion to the Governor, reported in 
13 Fla. 687, county officers are defined as those whose 
general authority and jurisdiction are confined within 
the limits of the c01unty in which they are appointed, 
who are appointed in a.nd for a particular county and 
whose duties concern more especially the people of that 

.county. 
It having been decided that county solicitors are coun­

ty officers, it would seem to follow necessarily that prose­
cuting attorneys for county courts and clerks of courts 
in the several counties of this State are also county of­
ficials. 

Respectfully, 
T. F. WEST, 
Attorney General. 

SHERIFFS, WHEN MILEAGE NOT ALLOWED. 

Tallahassee, Fla., May 30, 1917. 
My Dear Sir: 

Yours of the 28th 'instant has been received. 
It is my understanding that a sheriff is not entitled 
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to compensation for the mileage traveled for the purpose 
of making arrests in cases where the persons for whom 
he has warrants are not taken into custody. 

\Vith kind personal regards, 
Yours very truly, 

T. F. \YEST, 
Attorney General. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, JURISDICTION. 

'l'allahassee, Fla., June 12, 1917. 
My dear Sir: 

I have your communication of June 8th, relative to 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace in counties where 
county courts exist, and in reply beg to advise that I 
am of the opinion that Section' 22, of Article V, of the 
Constitution of this State as amended at the general elec­
tion in 1896 fixes the jurisdiction of all justices of the 
peace in this State at $100 in ciYil mattets. 

You will observe that Sections 2073 and 2074 of the 
General Statutes of Florida, in determining the jurisdic­
tion of justices of the peace in this State, provide that in 
counties where there is no county court such jurisdiction 
in civil matters shall not exceed $100 but in counties 
where county courts have been established this juris­
diction is fixed at $50. These statutes, however, were 
enacted prior to the provision of the Constitution, as 
above referred to, and would, therefore, be modified and 
superseded by such provision. 

The Attorney General is not authorized to officially 
advise in matters of this kind. This is merely to assist 
you in arriving at a proper conclusion in the premises, 
which I shall take pleasure in doing at any time. 

Yours very truly, 
T. F. WEST, 

Attorney General. 
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BOA.RDS OF FCBLIC INSTRUCTIO::' 
MONEY. 

Tallahassee, Fla., 

My dear Sir: 

I have your communication of Jun€ 
the authority of boards of publie in 
Rtate to borrow money, and in reply l 
such authority is now limited as pro 
(i828, Acts of 1915. This act in effect 
board of public instruction in this 8 
money to discharge any and all obligati 
to July 1, A. D. 1915, and, in additi( 
such obligations, the act carries the 
that any board of public instruction 
current expenses in each year a sum no 
cent of the amount estimated by the1 
for the maintenance of the necessary c 
their county for the next ensuing scho 
must be based on the estimate as mad1 
required in sub-section 14, of Section 3, 
Rtatutes of Florida. 

The Attorney General is not autho 
advise in matters of this kind. This i~ 

in arriving at a proper conclusion in th 
I sah 11 take pleasure in doing at any t 

Yours very truly, 
T. F. 1 

At 


