“H THEZ CIRCUIT COURT 4F Tue 12
wUDEITAZ CIRCUIT TN AND SCR i
ZACE CCUNTY, FLORIDA

N2W TIMES, INC.; a
Florida corgorzticn and
MARY ANN ZSQUIVEL-GIBBRS,

“etiticners,

WS
CALVIN RCSS, Chief of
Police, Citv of Miami
Pclice Department,
CITY OF MIAMI POLICE
DEPARTMENT, and THE CITY
OF MIAMI,

Respondents,

WRIT OF MANDAMUS

This cause came on for hearing before the Court on March

12, 13892, and the Courxz laving heard argument of counsel and

reviewed the papers at issue, and Deing otherwise duly advised, it
is ORDERED
1 Petitioners seek access to a closed civil forfeiture

file. The final order in that filg,was entersd cn Mav 20, 1991.

espendents claim portions of the “ile ars 2Xempt rtecause the file,
Or at least a ccpv of the fils, subsequent to iis cecoming clesad,
nas Teccme part of a criminal investigation. SR parTieslas,

whlich they have declined

2Xempt Irom sublic inscection under Section FA3eQ3(3Nld), Tlarida



Statutss.

z The criminal iavestization began June 24, 1991,
3 A1l papers which became part cI the closed Zivil

forfeiture fils pricr toc commencement of the criminal investigation

are public rscords, open to public inspection -y Petitioners and

ail other mempers of the public. “Infermation filed beforz an
investigativ process begins cannot e crimlinal investigative
information.”" Tribune Zo. v. Cannella, 428 So.zd 516 (Fla. 2d DCA

1983), rev'd on other grounds, 458 So.2¢ 1073 {(Fla. 18984); 1980

Cp.Att'y Gen. Fla. 080-8€. See, also, 1988 Op.Att'y Gen. Fla. 088-

25 and Tribune Co. v. Public Records, P.C.S.0., 493 So.2d 480 (Fla.

18]

2d DCA 1986).

4. All papers in the closed civil forfeiture file which
were creatsd or became part of that file prior to June 24, 1891,
the date +the criminal investigation started, shall be made

available immediately to Petiticners.

St The Court reserves jurisdiction toc award attorneys'
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fees and costs pursuant to Secticn 119.12, Florida S

ne parties are unable to agrse cn fees and ccsts, the matter may
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