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'COUNTY NOT AUTHORIZED TO OFFER REWARDS 
FOR ESCAPED CONVICTS, OR FOR CONVICTS 
FOR VIOLA'rioNs OF LOQAL OPTION LA w .. 

. Ta.llah~ssee, Fla., J tily 14, 1916. 

My dear Sir : · 
Yours of the 14 instant has been received and :rioted . . 
There is n6 law that I know of authorizing counties to 

expend public moneys · on account of rewards for the cap­
ture of es~aped county convicts or for the conviction of 
parties engaging in the sale of liquors in dry counties in 
this State. I appreciate the fact that it is some times 
desirable and, as a matter of policy, perhaps advisable, t'o 
pay rewards in . cases of this kind, but, as you~ understand, 
public mon.eys cannot be exp.ended for any purpos,es other 
than those authorized by statute, and, as I say, there is 
no statute that I recall now authorizing expenditures pf 

\ - .· . ' / 

this kind: ,.. . . · · -
The Attorney Ge'nera1 is not authorized . to officially ad­

vise iii a case ·of this kind and, therefore, what is stated in 
· this letter cannot be regarded as an official expression 

from this office. 
Yours very truly, 

T. F. WEST, · 
Attorney General. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER VACATES OFFICE BY . 
MOVING FROM COUNTY OR DISTRICT. 

Tallahas·see, Fl:,,.,. August 1·9, 1916. 

- My dear Sir : 
Your·s of the 17 fnstant has been received. I nbte your 

inquiry as f'~llows : ' · · 
"One' of . the· ·members df our baard has moved o'ut of 

the County1 btlt sti111 ~faims: this County fof' J:iis ~itizehship 
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and is sei·ving on the board, Will you kindly ady-ise me 
your view~ on this matter at your ea.rliest c_~nvenience." 

The statute on this subject is Section 298 of the General .. ' ,.. . .. ' . . 

Statutes· of 1906, and that portion of this statute appli--
. able to th.is case reads as follows: · · • 

"Every office ,shall be deemed vacant in ·the following 
case~: . · . . / 

"4. ~y his ceasing to be au inhabit~i;1.t of the State; Dis­
trict, cou/rt.ty, town or . city for which he shall have been 
elected or ·appointed." 

In Black's L_aw pictionary an inha.bitant is . defined ~s 
."0,ne who resides actually and permanently in a given 
place ·and has his domicile there." 
, If -the County . Commissioner referred to has actually 
removed from the county ~n<!_,permanently established his 
residence elsewhere, I think it . would be held that he has 
vacated the office. But if -he is only temporarily out of 
the county and has no intention o~ establishing a -residence 
elsewhere but _has at .all times a bona fide intention of re· 
turning and c.ont.inuing his .residence in ·your county, it 

· would probably be held that the office has not been 
vacated. 

Yours very truly; 
T. F. WES1~, 

Attorney General. 

LEGALITY OF A,SSISTANT POSTMASTER TO . HOLD 
OFFICE OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 

Tallahassee, Fla., October 10, 1916. 
My dear Sir : 

1 

I have your coml)lunic~tion -of October 9 ·and in ·reply 
beg to advise that tJ;ie subject-ni_atter. of youn inquiry ap­
pears to be f~lly covered in Elect:l.on 15 of A.rticle XVI of 
the Constitµtion .effFlOrida, ,wµicp. . :r;~ads a~ f@Up:ws: · 

· HN;<? person holdi~g ,or exercis~ng th~ fup.~tions of any . ' 
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