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State NAACP and Fla. Progressive
Voters’ League Coordinate With
Sponsors of Winter Park Conference

Straight-thinking white citizens
also oppose the Mathews Bill
These liberal-minded white citi-
zens fully realize the fact that we
shall have a true democracy in
this country only when American
~Jcitizens of all races, creeds, and
| colors are made secure in the full
enjoyment of their Constitutional
rights. These white citizens know
that if one group of citizens can
be disfranchised, the same thing
can easily happen to another
group. They realize also that pri-
vate primaries, as advocated by
the Mathews Bil},
.| Florida politics to the worst form
of fraud and corruption. .

Straight-thinking white and ‘Ne-
gro citizens plan positive action
to save Florida from this threat
of Fascism. A state-wide Confer-
ence to Help Defend Democracy
In Plorida will be held at the Con-
Y gregational Church'in Winter Park,
Saturday, March 22, from noon to
4:00 p.m. Formal action will be
taken to urge defeat of the Math-
ews “White Primary’’ Bill by the
State Legislature, which convenes
am April 8. Included on the list of
sponsors are many of the leading
white and Negro citizens of ¥lori-
da.

The Winter Park geonference is
keing coordinated by the Southern
Conference for Human Welfare.

The Plorida State Conference of
{NAACP Branches and the Pro-
gressive -Voters’ League of Florids,
Inc., are working in full coopera-
tion. Representatives from NAACP
branches and Voters’ League units,
ministers, teachers, business and
fraterna) leaders, and other inter-
ested citizens are cordially invit-

ed to attend this Conference.

‘1 1t is also suggested that you get
in touch with your state senators
and representatives and urge them
tc opposed the Mathews Bill.

would open .

Inter-racial,
| Atmpsphere
To Prévail

MIMS, Fla. — ‘The State-wide
Conference which is ‘scheduled for
Winter Park Saturday for the
main purpose of protesting the

rMatthews «Bill ~will-have -the full - ¢

cooperation of the Florida State
Conference of the NAACP and the
Progressive Voters’ League.

No doubt you have been hearing
ant: reading much about the so-
called ‘“White Primary’” Bill that
is to be presented to the Plorida
Legislature when it convenes next
month. This bill, .which is being

‘I natural,

’ A citizens, AR BENAYers .
‘I'we should cherish all the rights of
1 citizenship guaranteed by the Con-

sponsored by ‘Senator John =,
Mathews of Duval County, is simi-
dar to the Talmadge-~sponsored
“White Primary” Bill that passed
the Georgia Legislalure a  few
days ago. It seeks to divorce the
Democratic Primary from State
control and thus make the Demo-
cratic Party in Florida a private
club. In this way Negroes and oth-
er minority groups can be harred
from wvoting in the Democratic
Primary, which is the main elec-
tion in Florida.

The immediate purpose of the
Mathews Bill is to disfranchise
Florida Negro cifizens. I is only
therefore, that every
thinking Negro would bitterly op-
pose this bill. Inasmuch as w€ are

 stitution. Chief among these is the
right to vote—the right to help se-
lect those officials who are to have

ddirect control of our everyday af-

fairs.
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c1pat1o
mocratic:. pumarles mea,
f course, is in keeping with:

gs by the . 8. Supreme

is in lme an- oplmon ‘submitted, |
st 'October by . Attomey General'
fom Watson, -
1. It now appears that We sta.nd on
the threshold of. golden political op- |-
|:portunities. For the first-time Ne-J
4:.gno voters.of Florida are recognized |’

lag members of the Democratic party. |

{"Thus, -if -we are- properly registered, '

s

{we ;may now vote with the, party.
}that has held a’ v1rtua.1 monopolv on-l,
‘the' éléction - of state gnd. county -of-
ficials during the past ‘B0 yedrs. In
this way we may - Jelp to seleet, thoss ||
.officials. who have diredt vontrol of
‘our everydav affairs, R
1 order to consider. aadmonal
vlans néeéessaly ‘to ‘get .our. people’
prepa,;ﬂd for the May: primaries, .the
Progressive Voters League of Flori-
da -will ‘hold a state .meting at M.
Pleasant Baptist church, S, Parra-
;jmore St., Orlando. on February 16.4
| Membeérs of the’ ‘board of dnectors ,
are askéd to meet at 10:30 a. m. AT
Loublic mass mesting will be held at
0 p. m.~—~M1. B, E. Broughton,
Lehairman of. our “board ‘of, directors,’
.attended ‘the recent m‘ﬂefmg‘:of the
“Shﬂte Demoeratic Committee, and he
il ;make ' revort of ' ‘his observ
né. Heads of ovganizations, pr .
‘ Pssmn.«ﬂ and lav leaders - from* over
e state are urged to attend- thisi

PO

| Lieague: met
. sider 1h records £

Aations 10 ¥ : eeting. Let us det our heads +o-
as g of sueh records. o'e'bher and talke ful] advanta.g‘e of this

aat; oppmtumtv tllat now presents
tgelf, .

Snu.erelv yours,

JHARRY T MOORE N
Ser'rM-arv. i P‘)"ng‘reumve
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‘an D fnocx{atic;zpri‘
: t1c prlmary 1s .cons dered ai

S30 v 0
) had for the primaries.’ “Fellow. citizens, the N gro
rove Ato be the balanc f;power in the’ pres1dent1al race
s theione Who need cwﬂ rlghts. There-

:i:'m"ces that aré trying: to secure the complete emanmpa‘tlon of- our
“race.

0




rin Democr

a 1c .Pr mar1es. “In or--

- 'der 'to ‘help . select. these offlma,ls,

ra.ct cia y ‘every. ‘communlty you
3 ‘staunch Repubh—
£

heriff. permltted
slithe electlon of thase state

Lm*a‘rles.
gressman from Florida ' now serv-
‘ing +in Washington was selected

1 ['part nee s

.marles that the NAACP i spent

thousands 6f “dollars. 1o, get hent.

~{'opened up for Negr 3y
o )

Ev' Ty, T'Sena,tor and Con—"

‘Negroes must ‘vote in’ D_emocra.tlc !

“In - ‘yote i_n

reistill :

 duties, ¥

Time makes amc1ent c"ood un-
. -conth, :

. They- must upward still and on-

~ward -~ .

“Who ‘WOlﬂd keep abrea.st

Truth »

nhe:




|National Office:
To Be Present

Lake Wales——The seventh amual
meeting of the Tloride State Co.:-
_ference, NAACP, will' .be held in

| Lake Wales Nov. 28-30. .-Bessior~

{ will be held in- the . Firgé Bapti~t
Insntutmna.l Ohurch of wWhich th‘
Rev. Wm. Smith is pastor.
Registration - will begin “Fridayv.
Nov. 28, at '11:00 A. M., and th -

| opening -session il be held at 1:30
P, M. At 4:00 P. M. Frida,y, Nov. .
28, ‘there-will. be & meeting of th
Board 6f Directors of the. Progree- :
sive Voters' League of Filoride at

| this same: .church.: The Like Wale

| Branch- is presenting 8 locel JPrO-
gram at 7:30 B, M Frida;y Lh
Which time Major d.. eroy THae '
ery nmtructor at Bethune Goo

though Florida, has a- 1a.rge num'
ber of branches, we- -are far. below
_our membership goa.l for. 1947, Miss,
Black will. be with - us throughou. .
the Conference and ‘branch Wor :_’
ers are. urged to come and, get th

{benefit of “her .rich experienoe m

conductmg membership campaigns. :

'The genera.l theme of the .Con-
ference will  bex “An. Active
Branch Of The NAACP In Every
) Community ”'“Much time ‘w111 “be
: ed;f $0 . a"'dlscussion of the
lems of Jocal branches, and
rethods. by .which branches-can’
lr on-a more active and a more
ant "NAACP program in . their
pctlve communmes. -
p Lake Wales ‘Branch, undel
anergetw leadership of Rev. W.

63 [ Black, is making elaborate
: I I C@ ‘iarations for this meeting. In
- } of the fact that there is =
e number of branches -in Cen-
i tra.l Florida, a heavy delega,t‘iz/n
anticipated.. And since Tiake Wales
is -located in the mosb beauhful
| part of Florida's citrus ‘belt, only
1a short distance from the famous
‘Bok Tower, 4t is expected fhat =
host_ of wisifors and friends will
come 1o :witness the scenery and
to enjoy the interesting programs
that ~will be offered during t‘w
meeting. £ hearty welcome is =.
tended tc all.




We are\ :con= - -
‘job - oppor-

es:and, there-

te fate of FEPC

achers, . ‘
iny a.nd experience.

in Orlando

Qattorney “of Attomey
homas will be the ,prmclpal
ipeaker . dt the ‘closmg"_ mass ;meet-
Rg, - which © will ~be -‘held at the,
er1can 'Leglon Home on Ca.rter

streets” Sunday,

ruggl fdr t
recal

’ﬁense‘ of -Aaron.: Qu1 ce in Volusxa
- é jinty’ Tast suminét:;As. a “Tesull
rhis “prilliant  argi énts''in the,

ince case, Jque Je ckson quash- A

d the ongmal mdmtment on 'the,
srotnds that"Negroes ‘had been
systematlcally’ luded;
Iservice. Judg aékson then .or-
| dered the. Jury, ox 1o be. empt1ed
j ‘.‘accordmg ‘to law”

ri)

heéi'

this” br11-

Man
his ac v1t1es in teach :'
' salary scases .and h1s ‘able"de-




] ieason for the
mcldents ’from
Ot

tlme ;
mghts wéte chosen

meetmg; mghts._

“Dr. W.. M. Davis pastor 'o
Baptlst church, took .the: e
explamed that by: fhe constitution
president of -the ‘bodythad -2 right 1D
call this spec1a1 'metéiig, an
“fore- this météing. Was- Tegula.
legal ‘and *what we -do+would be
An  the "law. He; _served throug out
‘the-meeting as sor’d of floog” leadér
For - the” " forces whlch
*stralghten out :
wHe was: ably .a

to eliminate :the -
" of . dissension and ‘Bickering::

~Adams Says’ bome Is Qld

f1ce1 spoke at length on ¢o
.that-tiad prevailed in the branéh
“several ‘years and claimed 5thapv;1

_n dm JuS‘b about as 't ey pl
' Ouster Resolutmn is Read:
X mtmpduced a

iBic ghton, _second-
s, ‘Myra Adums, ry ;s M
dna “Nottage, uSSlStant secr 4,

W. Joseph, jtreasurer

"but the .c,slk T iused
‘it, stating :that' Mr. Lacgy”
sblde . He -also stated £
“groifp had withdraw the b:ran
y'bhe State Conference ;of, Bran¢
and that.it had also: selected "sriof]
i-delegate to the national :when.:£he ‘
body had already named’ a, ddegate, "
Lacey .asserting- that the execu '
‘committe was suprior to:th
.-~ To -Re-enter State Comference
l Upon .motion of “Rev. W. M. Day
.y'seconded -by C. Blythe Andrews,-#
‘body votgd to. re-enter the" s{iate
fernece of branches et




i

),- of the " masses £ our people.

- Fuller, . Pierson .Negro,. ‘who was -shot in.the back-by a- deputy

4..‘“{

i " Mims, Flonda
nE April 10,1948

Flonda Negro Cltlzens. . :

' Florida Negro citizens are’ now approachmg a, momentous
date in our pohtlcal history. 'On May 4, 1948, thousands-of Negro
voters will enJoy their first opportumty to vote'in a Democratlc
primary for'the election.of a governor and other mé#jor State
officers. On’ this- same- -date, we shall help to elect many importan
County - ofﬁcers .as well as our representatlves in Congress.

Since Negr es. now haVe the pr1v11ege of. helpmg 1o elec

For many years N egro cztlzens lhave been the. unhappy tuchms

d.lscrnmnatory salary schedules Some Forlda co nt ;
not "provide ‘bits service for. their Negro ;children. Our ‘roads: and
.streets. Have. Jbeen.: neglecte] ;7and we have ‘had very few—if any—
of ‘the’ jobs- fhat.our-tax.: money ‘hélps to- aintain, '

For rexample, Negro citizéns in. some

‘Volusia County Negroes should’ ‘remember, ‘the rcase--of James

shenff ‘about twor ‘years. ago. They also should remember f’j;he

vof those* evﬂs, Tet us cons1der carefully *‘i:he records and atti-

‘ ; tudes of our. candr ates, .and et us help to'put in officé people

_who .are inelined” to give ‘Negroes'a fair deal. The' Progresswe
* Voters’ .League, is now “soundmg -out” candidates who are-running
in State. and» district: races, - and ater this month-we shall release
scertain recommendatlons riative o -these candidates. -In
“the meantime, - ‘Negro :voters in the various counties should get

their heads 'together and-try to decide: which county candldates‘

will give us ithe. best" con51derat10n. : s

. - Sincerely yours, .
. o “’Harry T. Moore, Executive Secretary
> .. . . i . Progressive “Voier§ League of Florlda, ‘Tne.

"orida- count1es .have had
" seripus’ ‘ieases " -of ipolice “brutality- during ithe  past ifour -years. :

T~




,1sgustmg 40, .hoterithe |

profests \commg vfrom many

ogram sfdesiéned to de-.

mstltutions :of ‘the -south.
5o . clalm that some Of tlie |

ze to Congress would injure.
d-rélationship between the'
n the south and would im-

etter ra.c1a.1 understandmg.

If lynchmg is ‘a southern.

it .certainly needs- to
“Jf~police ‘brutality, |
scrmimatmn 'in employ-
rtxﬁcml restrictions’on:
. stoms, the

a, Inc.
Howard “McGra.th

n.. Joe H111 Wllha.ms, .
g Fla State Democratic Com.

0gress. now’ ‘being made to-1{

arguments ewill not hold 1

whemib

1th Mrs. _‘Peaﬂ But—

Bertha. R} ackson ;

nice: S I—Ienderson, acting

814 ent made 1t known
ar. meetmgj mights will|

Ty thn‘d Friday night of each’

at i‘.anitive Bapti st
,Several persons pa1d .
membershm fee. Total
nt collected,in this meeting}|

Bernice S: Hené,é -
. A




tion "of

”VoterS' L‘é gue “he
holded overtures 103 ded R
‘the” Florida / Demopra’u_c

ally exposed -
eague, he{lge R

&
epresentaﬁve foz

‘resolution rebuk
vote plan-as unconstﬁ.'

ion. this fren

.0 have,
"Negroes | i

terest

rotL "horﬂy after the Payne
ling. "We feel that tha ques-

v

ssue adn hlsv'case. The estabhshed
uth s that ‘this ‘Negro; was tak-

1an” from the unguarded Ja11 and

of

hot” “tor death Apparently, the
‘|'tynchers - were -able 40 accomphsh

‘he -same réstlt - vn’chout ‘the help
“mob actmn "The' ‘life . of
Jesse Payne was taken w1thout
the “aue process of law guar- |

2| anteed to all ¢itizens by ‘the Con-
| stitution. You have admitted that:

;v | there was no excuse for the “Sher-

o
ohna in. commutmg the death;

sentence: «0f Ernest .Brodks, Ne-

gro, youth +who swas - charged w1bh )

,: £’z negligenceiin permlttmg +tHis
iynching, but you:have refusedito

remove him from office. This is;
our-main, point- -:gf criticism,

In your statemenb you.said: “A‘l-
ﬁhough Sherlff Davis has An this

rape, e
. ;e do not knﬂw i:helegal tech-

case proved h1s unf1tness or: thel

'etmn to swmg Negro’ SUP,
] ohhcal A Lio

-mcro Lvote plan.
,tha.t munstemal Supp!
i PA

12 ted
5| leddership witc :
Itive in” fostermv' mass
‘re~|in’ ‘some:cireles.: * .7

past interest mamf
ffer Tiowever, the: ineffecti
“neW" Jeadership is:char

ing respons:.ble for’







.The NAACP has been quite
ective in Florida during 1945,
The Pensacola and Jacksonville” v : SRt DR e
- Branches ‘have been, succegsful, in. Y- . : )
their efforts to gain for Negro
citizens the right to - register ‘and
vote. jn -Democratic pr1mar1es.
The Tampa,' Branch. also -won &
:mandamus suit agamst the C1ty
, egisirf . pid  this Branth i
now geeking the prosecu, n ‘oL
’Tampa election officials W -
a Negroes : '
mary, even safter they had been '

Tly ¥

_a.re qpreparing siniilar ‘action
ha.ve deniet_i'

(o]

e 'of Florida under.
£ Earl

es “has been busy
N [
ga.tmg .rape casse a,nd seeking
SO on aga.inst lynchers. JIn' Tan-
FRE ua.ry, at the request of the 'Palm_ :
Beach and Pompa,no Branches,
we "investigated the convmtmn, OF.
Henry . ‘Spraks o a, charge of

Fape. “Atty. L. B "Thomial

. mem-.
. -of the Conference Legal Com-
Tiittee, reported that the circum-~
. §tances surroundmg “this case,-
. were of such a ‘nature that» o)
.er action ‘by the NAACP wag not
adv1eab1e. Lafter we ‘engaged

o Atty ‘Thomas ' to investigat
' convmtion of William "H.

§ son Ft. Lauderdale, on a charge

and more in(thls ‘great struggleg

gcufe For otdr people a 'f

ul
eimovmenf of ‘their : Const1tuhorlxsrl'
righits and- prlvﬂegee

‘ﬂelg:ir T.. 1 *\Eeore. ;Exe('utive ;meeret.u'v
orida State Goufersnce, NAA(‘T)—'

R

b




" Ft. Lauderdale Colored Bulletin

' offxce, ‘he was, nevertheless, the.

[ Connty™.
-|'moxe accurate to say that Sheriff

+ meanSr .
1 %mob actwn
'} when Payne was arrested——the

11946 by -the Secretary ~of State,
1.not -one Negro —was :reglstered to’
}:vote in Madison * County, 'althoug‘h :

| third wof . the population’ “oF tha,t '
'«.ounty N -

‘Lthink of damages in connectlpn
| with this case without thmkmg oty
1 the ureparable damag’es Sufiered

,r‘ayne left a  wife, an

Nileft: there.

] uhmgs can’ be done. (1) ;
E~Dav1s c¢an be suspended .fmm
| fice “for_ his™ neghgence in

| the State caniappropriate = libe
{ sum to help support the rela

choice «0f' the peqple -of Madlson
Perhaps it would ‘be

—

Davis was the choice ¢f the white:
voters “of Madison County, Ac-j
cording to figures réleased i

|<.:Z i'..:.‘-.i"_:

‘Negroes comiprise ‘more than =a

2% fis very ﬂlfflcult Ior

by r,he famﬂy -0f- Jesse Pa,yne» ‘
mfant
a.nd k=N mother w1thow\.
; su;pport Because
m July, 184

daug'hter,

rélatives were “forcedto rush-as
trom “WMadison
‘most. -of “their arthly 059
on- fche farm of P.
:white ‘man - for hom
ahare-croppmg Payn
the tobacco .and ofhi
These

‘mitting thls loss “‘of life, and

mentioned above. Favorable
tion -on these . two ‘suggest
would: help -to ease the cmtlcm
that has been directed at you, an

che stain of this lynching
the ‘rocord .of our fair shate.
. Respectfully -yours,. ' .
Harry T. Moore, -Executive

" ference,’ NAACR,

it -would “do much o help erage”
"'from;;‘

Secretary Florida State Con- ||

P———— 3 e

Development And

NFIAQP InF

By HARRY T.. MOORE President
’.[‘he ‘year . 1945 Wltnessed. the

‘ 'steady growth of .the NAACP in
Flonda. At the: close- -of ¢ 1944
o there Were about 34 branches ‘in.
. the sta.te Durmg 1945 -
number .of branches that existed
Jin' Florida:in 1941, .Among the]

-new .branches ‘orgamzed in 1945}

are Daytona. :Bea.ch Wlnterv Ha

'W Davig, Ft La.uderda.le
Bert Rizer; st Augustme. :
11m1nary -efforts™have: been ma,de

- to ,get ‘branches organized. in or-,|

mond, -afthorne,
aLekef:_City,. aines: City and .other
- places; .and-itis odr hope that.
.these -efforts Will soon v
I‘avorably

Orescent City,.

It .is, pa,rtlcula,rly encouragmg )

ito note tha.t ‘the spirit /of the N. |

JL AL G, :P has moved.into such

-plices as,Perry, Guilt H_ammock
+Chapley, Dixie ‘County and Suw-|
annee’'County.. We all: know that
Negro citizeng in- some of these
communities . do not : en:joy qu1te
‘a8, much, democracy as_we do in
-other sectlons of" Florida. . .Negro
c1t1zens “in Dixie County, for ex-

ample were ‘not even permiitted
to’ register and vote-in'the. 1944
General . Election. Negroes in
these -more  restricted areas de-
serve special praise for their -de-
stermination. :to organize them-
selves and supporf the NAACP ‘in
its heroic fight for the complete
emancipation of ‘the Amerman

forida

thls

[|iterd
also reta.med MeGHll to mvestl-
da. gate thé.murder of, George Floyd,‘
‘| whio was" beaten .to .death in. the'

d ‘ chartered branch.,’

Activities Of
During 1945

of ra.pe. Atty Thomas ca.rried.
thls ‘case to the Pardon ‘Board /in’
"an - effort’ to have Anderson’s
death sentence commuted to life
zsonment wbut ..He -reports
tha.t -Anderson’s . reluctance “to
fuknigh -certain teshmony/ in' his
COWL” behalf made it imposs1ble‘
ITy up:a- sirong case. About
ame time-Atty. .8. D..Mc@ill
waf ‘Tetained .to appeal the con-

1ction and 15—yea.r sentence of

oseph ‘Palmer, St. ‘Augustine, .on
; ge -of ., a,ttempted 'rape. THis |
Btill pending. We also
,strong Va,ppea,ls 1:0 Gov.

;;the relatxves -of . Payne a.nd,.
| for; arded them 0 .,Tallahassee., .

W pa.rticularly——urged 4he -sus- |

pensmn of Sheriff Davis" -for ‘his
a.ppa.rent carelessness ‘in thig mat.’
The -St. Augustine Bra,nch '

ja1l there -on. Oct. 20. .
“There . should: sbe ‘a branch of

‘the NAACP . dn every commumty

of isome gize .in Florida. You
need only 50 \members to get a

.Drop ‘us a
dj “we -shall be glad:to help:

© N egro.







