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power for municipal purposes except as otherwise provided by
law.

Chapter 73-129, Laws of Florida, defines “municipal purposes” as used in the
Constitution, to mean “any activity or power which may be exercised by the state or
its political subdivisions.” Section 166.021(1) and (2), F. S. The legislature also
recognized that the grant of power set forth in Art. VIII, §2(b), State Const.,
embraced the power to enact any legislation concerning any subject upon which the
state legislature could act unless expressly forbidden'by the Constitution, general
law, county charter, or by special law. Any limitation of power contained in any
municipal charter was nullified and repealed. Section 166.021(3) and (4), F. S.

Since, therefore, the state has the power to authorize an exclusive franchise,
since a municipality under Ch. 73-129 has the power to enact any legislation
concerning any matter upon which the state legislature may act, and since granting
exclusive franchises is not prohibited by the Constitution, general law, or county
charters, it must follow that a municipality, as of October 1, 1973, has the power to
grant an exclusive franchise to a corporation to operate a CATYV system.
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PUBLIC FUNDS
FURNISHING UNIFORMS FOR COUNTY COURT PERSONNEL
To: John P. Shannon, Charlotte County Court Judge, Punta Gorda
Prepared by: Rebecca Bowles Hawkins, Assistant Attomey General

QUESTION:

May the county judge expend budgeted funds for the purchase or
rental of uniforms which are required by the court to be worn by county
court personnel during working hours?

SUMMARY:

County funds properly budgeted and approved may be spent by the
county court judge in purchasing or renting uniforms required to be
worn by county court personnel during working hours on official court
business. :

You state that your budget for the 1973-1974 fiscal year includes funds for the
purchase or lease of uniforms to be used by court personnel during working hours
on official court business and that the board of county commissioners has approved
your budget. In these circumstances, your question should be answered in the
affirmative.

A somewhat similar question was answered in AGO 073-371. It was there ruled
that county funds may be used to pay for uniforms for night watchmen at the county
courthouse, in accordance with the general rule that when the type of workrequires
special clothing or when the dignity of a public functionis enhanced it is proper for
a public body to expend public funds on uniforms for its employees. Cited in
support of this general rule were AGO’s 062-18 (uniforms for deputy sheriffs),
065-101 (protective uniforms for mosquito sprayers), and 068-90 (athletic uniforms
for school coaching staff). Similarly, uniforms would serve to identify the bailiff
and other court employees as well as enhance the dignity of the courtroom.



