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Honorable W. W. caldwell, Jr.
City Attomey, Fort: Lauderdale
PO~ Office Drawer 1181
ft. LauderdalG, Florida 33302

Ret ScmmIW UW--lOpubllc notice" pursuant. to 5286.011,
F.S.

Pear Hr. ca.1.dwellc

orbi. is in :response to your request for an opinion concerning
what. constitutes reasonable "pubU,c notice" pur.Juant to 5286.011,
i" .'S., elllpecially in light. ()~ tb8 recent docision of the Florida
Supreme COurt construlnq the sunshine"Law, Town of Pall: Beach v.
Gradi.an, 296 so. 2d 473 (PIa. 1974).

In AGO 073-170, this office COI1Qluded that the llll!laninq of "due
publio notice" is varlabl. dependinq on the fact$' of each
situation. For exaJRPle, the t.JJllely posting of notice of a
public meet.!1lq em an official city bulletin hoard should suffice
in IIlOSt. instance.s in a 8Illall COiN4lmity, while the same procedure
in a larg-e (;()IWi1unit.y probably would prove to be inadequate in
lIIlany .itua1;lons. In th& 't'aJ:)sence of statutory directive or ho:ne
rule ordinanee not: prohibited by g-eneral law, due notice ;require­
ments are 9'eneral1y met. by my 110tiae reasonable under t.'1e par­
ti0111ar at.t.endhg c!rCUJlllltuee8 and, when due process is involved,
rea8OJ1able DQtiae =wit llIeet the JaiJl.unUlll and eDae~tlal J:'equire!:leIlts
of due process. O~ course, any specific notice requirements oon­
ta,inttd withh a stattrt.., home rule orcUnanae or 4. c::harteJ: provi­
sion converted to an ordinance 'by Ch. 116, JIlUst be followed. Cer­
tain tax lawa, fott 8X'l!"lple, specifically prOVides for and control
the form, content SIld thlo of notice.
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Funds for new5paper and other ~dvertising and for mass direct
mailing should be duly appropr~ated and budgeted for those pur­
poses. The decision to authorize such expenditures and to
appropriate moneys therefor is the prerogative of the governing
body.

With the above prefatory comments in mind, the fqllowing notice
procedures should be considered as mere suggestions which will
vary depending upon the circumstances in each particular situa­
tion.

1. Initially, the notice itself should
contain the time and place of the meeting.
If there· is an established, predetermined
agenda, it should be disseminated. ~n the
even~ an agenda is not available, consider­
ation might be given to using subject
matter summations.
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2. Notices of local meetings should be
prominently displayed at city hall in an
area set aside for this purpose .

3. If the subject matter of the meeting
is governed by ch. 120, the Administrative
Procedure Act, the notice requirements of

. that statute must be considered.

4. Special meetings should have at least
24 hours' reasonable notice to the public
and actual notice to the members. The'use
of press releuses and/or phOhG calls to the
wire: services and other media is highly •
effective. The wire services CAP,UPI) and
local media should be the first to be con­
tacted.

··S. Eme;rgency sessions should 'be afforded
the most appropriate and effective form of
notice under the circumstances.

6. Agencies regulating trades, occupations,
professions and special interest activities
which have l"egularly scheduled pUblications
directed to affected person's should, ,~hen

time permits, provide such publication with
notice of r~gular and special meetings .
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7. On matters of critical pUblic concern
involving such topics as'large scale.rezon­
ing, budgeting, taxation, appointment of
public officers. etc., advertising. in local
newspapers of geheral circulation would seem
appropriate when funds are budgeted and
available to defray the'costs of such'
'advertising.

, While the above procedures should not be considered applicable
·in all circumstances, they are examples of public notice which
might be given consideration. Common sense and a genuine interest
in complying with the spirit as well as the letter of the law
should also be factors 'in determining 1;he llldequacy of "due public

, notice'" pursuant to §286.0l1, F.S.

Sincerely,

ROBERT L. SHEVIN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

RLS,(SLS/cb '
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