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G. M. ST:MCRS, County Clerk, Brevard County, Court Housc,
Titugville, Florida, preduced minutes of the meeting of the county
corigsicnarse The reccrd was County Cormissioners Beok #24. These

" ‘records were .checked to see if a petition was filed with the county in.

regard to the elimination of counby cormissioners. Mr. SIMMONS stated

- thero had been a redistricting of suthority of the county commissicusrs

and that thisiwent into effect sometime in Hovember, 1951. Im checking
the records it was ascertained that on Juy 3, 1951, a resolution wes
brousht before the commissicners by representatives frem Eau Gallie,
Florida. aslnng for rcdistricting On page 158 dated -iugust 7, 1951,

it vas again mentioned in the mecting of tha comzissioners with no action “.: ‘.'

taken. (n-page 206 dated September 4, 1951, the: resclution was taken
under general discussion. No action was taken. On page 271 dated Nov- .
echer b, 1951, the resolution was mentioned briefly. On page 278, dated
Novesher 8. 1951, the resolution was taken up by the- caxaission, handled
campletaly and redistricting was put in effect. There was no petition
in the minutes representative of the freeholders at Mims. Mr. SIMCNS

"stated he did not’ recall any such. petition be:._ng filed in nis office T
by-thaccolored freehclders at Mins. He stated .that should such a petiticn. _

have been £iled it would have been copied into the minutes..verbatim.
includ:n.ng all sn.gmtures. .

~-  Mr. !‘di.l."‘HUR L. DUHN, :ﬁr'.s 'necber o“ the county caxission,
a.dv:.sed ‘he kneéw of ‘no such petition;being circulated in the cclored

quartcers and: that, in fact. he had never heard of one be:l.ng passed zround . -

thore in regard to redistricting of. mrthonty for camisgioners. He

-stated he represented all the colcred frlks in and around Kims. and that

if such-a petition were passed through uheu he ‘would su.rely have knovm
,Aabout it. . : A

/"/? HeL Rev. JCHN M. IHITCHELL, Brs, wao :e:.ntemewed in regard:

to the incident of twe white men asidng for HARRY MCCRE!s residence. He
at first denied he wes:ever in the Mima Cenfevticrnery Store whon two
vhite men came in asking for MCORE. He sald he did nct ‘mow anything
about a petition in regetd tc Brevard County coirdssioners. [ffter much
additional cuestioning he recalled he had passed a petition arong the
negrocs ¥n the quarters requiring the signalur:s of hoce owners but thet .
this petition had nothing to do with county coriissioncrs but he ,
thought it had to do-with the annual counby f2ir and the elimination of
onc of the fair camdssioners and the reduction of taxes. He was very '

vague in: his. reco]lection of what. ‘the pet::.t::.on concemad. He did recall. .
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however, that he had been requested to pe.ss the petition arcund ix the '

cclored quarters by JAICEfOS‘fERR..ICHER. To hiis recollection he had to:
return this petition to Mr. OSTERREICHER within a given tine. He .sald

. he circulated the petition one m.gh'b and early the next momimg He was.

instructed to rctum the petition to OSTERREICHER at 7:C0 i.M. the
followving day, having arranged to meet OSTERREICHER in front of the Hima
Post OSfice. He recelled vaguely thet OSTERREICHER mentioned . the men
around Cocca =anted to create sowething that ;WA no good for the people”
of north Birevard County which includes Mima: MITCHELL statod he hed

‘taken thia paper to the BURNEITs to s:.gn and thet if he remembered -cor- -

rectly they all’ sig,ned this petition. Rev. MITCHELL then stzted he re-

- merbered it wes ok night he approa.ched the BUENETTS in the stcre.

. He insiated he did not see any white ren there et arv tine.
Hc said it was. possible they came. thereé but he did not recall sceing -

ther.. He stated he did not tell them to go see JCE WARREN for directions~-

to MUCRE?S house. He donied that dw white nen care there while he wes:
therc. ' ‘ _ : :

. He atated that he recalled that ai‘ternoon 2 white man d-cve

“up.in fiont of his house while he was sitting on the. porek and. had asked

for H/RIY MCCRE. Rev. MITCHELL stated he teld the white man he did not
kncw vhefe MCORE lived and he thought it was odd because MCORE wos not
in town ot that varticular tinme. Hd advised he paid no attention to.

- tite white man and could not recall the type. autorebile he was driving

nor anything about him. Hé stated 0.K. VIASHDIGTCN asked him the next
dz7 about the two white men who came to: BURNETT?s store. Hc believed
he circulated the petition in about My or June, 1951. ie could not.
state how the set this time but recalled OS: .(FEICHER had centioned he |
had to take the petition and file it at. Tal ~"assee the next nworning,

’ Rev. MITCHELL was shown the above menticned photographs and
aslced if he could identify tho man who ccme teo hic heme im,mrmsr of -
MUORB. Ho studled each vhotcgraph very clossly. On'two occasions he
returned to the photograph of suspect EARL J. BRCCKLYN and then went

on. Ab-the conclusion of his exemining tle nhctographs e stated BROCKLIN

looked familiar to him but he did not know why. He utated EMMETT HiRT
Jooked like a fellow he knew named SIMMCNS. He wes asked: vhether HART
was SIMANS or was known as SIMMCNS and. MITCHELL stated that HART just -
rescribles. the fellew he Ynew as SIMMONS. He could not identify any of
the -other photographs. He stated he did not knnv the: mane.,,er of the now

. track. stop.




%.
\
a

M. 44270 =

e\ - e,

JOHN HENHY.LER, General Dolivary, Mims, Flon.da, adn.sf,d .
thot ‘ho: was in the Lims Confectioncry Store when two whitu men ‘came in
inquiriug about MORE, Hs could recall only that one- of thuse men was .
rathor tall and that ono was rattier short and hoavy set, Ho also-
romombored thht sompone in the store suggested to those men thut thoy
g0 to the residenci:’ of JOE. WARRIN to find out where MOORE lived. Lifl
said this occurred during the lottzr part of July,. 1951, at -about 8:30 S
or 9:00 PM, LTE could givo no description of the automobile the m.n were SRR

riding in because he statud he did not seo the car. IES could not recall

how thesu two wmon were dressed. LEE stated tlot ho had huard from
rumors that the short stocky man who had been in the Hims Confact.iunry

. Store wes the mondger of the new. truck stop in Mims, Florida. LES .did mot -
-know. the source of this rumor and \.ould not, - ec:].l the porson who told: huu.

i"“,ﬁ...

Reverend JOHN M. TCHELI. Pastor of the St, Jame s lﬁasiomry
Baptish Church at Mims, Florida, st.atud that he conld not rememior being
at the Mims Confectionery Store when two white men inquired ebout MOOLE,

He said that he did recall that id about July, 1951, one white man drove: !
up in an ~utomotdile in fronmt of his, MITCHELL's, howse and asgked. whs ce
HaRRY T.. MOORE livod, MITCHELL said he told this whitu man that ho knew ..°
whare MOORE lived but could not direct him to the house and suggestod that
he ask someuvne olse farther down the stroet. tint could give him directionse
MITCHLLL 82id that he could not remomber what this man lookey. like nor
could he rceall what kind or color ear this man was deiving, " It was
pointed out to MITUIIELL that other. persens in the Mims Confectionery

Store had statad thut he was in f.haﬁ 'stora when the two whitc men cams in
but MITCHYLL insistud that he did not remmmbar boing at the ctore on -

that - ucrnsion. - MI1CHELL stutc.d during the intervizw that ho has heon
prrsomally acqueinted with MOURE and MOOHE's forily fur approxim:lely

12 ywars, MOORE having frequently attended dwerch servicus at the St.. Jn.ms
Missionary Baptist Church. Hs described MO(‘.?.. as beliyr a man of gruat
intelleect and l:adorship and not mvix;g any % mies: insofar as he lmows.,

“Fach of the obuve parsons”inlurviewud was q‘msl:ioncd ag to ahother

" or not he has any informtion as to the Identity of the persons responsible

for the bombing >f the 'MOORE rsidence #8 well 23 to infermnbion regurding
the activiti=s of MOORL or any suspects in the bombing, = Eacli of the
persons statod that ho does not havo any inforprtion im ¢ Lo rwganl.
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_property fronting on Merr:l;tt‘ Island nwozd,.

TIT. LVESTIGATIOS, I, SUSYEG, Ao FQRIG AR

The following investigntion was concucted by Sp.cial gents

FR.NK F, MEZCH and ROBERT Z. SUMKEL on. J=mmary 6, 1952, at roqa,-'?lorida.

BaSIS:. To interviow TIM CANTY for any inforration in his -
possessioun concerning FORTENBERY aczd the political situation
in Br:vard County which would be of pertinence t> tho.
"irwgstication, P :

E iy

. . On inteiviow, CANTY furmishod the fo1llowing incidents.
Indieating the scopo of FORTENBEHRY's rower in Brevard County.

CiNTY stated he ha¢ had his. attorncy CURTIS FITTINGTON, now

in the Unitad States :quy, check ths County Tax Hecords in comnectisn with -

Some property which hc,. CaNTY, >wns as ccrmpared with property cwrpd by -
FRTENSTRY, CaNTY statel he swns - plece of property heving a hundred
foot frontags on Morritt Island Road and that FORTENB™RAY. owns. 2 sinilap’
focs 'of property extonding for'a half mils on either sidé of tha road,
The county ree rils show that C.NTY paid +135 taxes 2 y.ar on his property
and. thet FORTENSSRRY poil only $113 a yoar taxes for 528 fect of road
frontago. In this connsction he stated thet FORTENBIRRY whilc in the
county commission wos e mombur of the Tax assesswent Zqualization Boord,
He 2185 notoa thot FOLTENS RRY's Sawmill was locnted on part of nis

+ CaNTY rceelled having heard £rom Mrs, DON LIGHT'R who weg
formerly encloyel by TORTNBIR:AY as a pert timo bookkucper at his lumber
yard thet FOATENS ALY owned the dnterprize Lumbor Company of dacksonville,

" Florddla,” .ccording to his information this is a dummy corporation,

CaNTY notod that 211 of the lumber purchased by the County Commission was

- purchzse:d from the Snterprizo Lumbsr Compeny. In fact this lucher

camo- diroetly fron FORTENS.RII's Company located on Merrdtt Island, The
billing w2s pade through the Sntorprize Lurbor Company. £ record puriosas

‘only. CiNTY stated ha hud also le=med frum brs, LIGHTER that FOATENBRIGY

at.tho present time is dovoting 2ll of his time to> the newspepsr, "Ist -
Const Trade Winds" znd thot his work st the. sewmill hes generally como
to a halt., He acvised thet krs. LIGHTER is tho wife of a very god.
friend and busincss associate of his, DON:LIGHTIX, e roal sstato dealer
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an: Merritt Island,. According to. Cm“JT!', DON LI'SHT‘BR wes in strong
npposition to PORTENBERXY and his jolitical ‘machine in the past. 1950
olections. CANTY ventured that Mrs, LIGHTGR might possibly be raceptiva
and furnish inforoetion to Burc.au Agants in this co 28e.

 CANTY -lso pointed sut thet 311 of the pr"ctlclng "tt.)mf-js
in tia. Cocoa-Merritt Islend nrea are. subsidized by the political powers
238 sonn as they set ‘up practice. In this connéetion hz: nointod .ut thnt
his attorney CU:TIS #ITTINGTON, who hcd checkud on the tex m:tter for ‘hizz,
~wes within 30 days thereafter w)rld.nc for FORTE:B Ih"[ and a strmg o
rOR.T_,NB"J'leY supporter.

) . Conceming the a]legation tlat FOtJI:."Iu"‘r.R! had. h&u a. road-
built to. his hame with county funis, CANTY stated he hed no absolute
- proof that this action on FGLIENBZIRIY's part. of County Commissionsr wus
in the nature of fraud, but docs know that there is.a definite rumor to
thut effact; that the rosd w-s bullt for FORTENBZ:AY's sols benefit,
He stated thot the road had been built after FOWTZNB.JRY he d been
defeated in the 1950 clection but before his successer DaVi NISBIT
took office, C.NTY stated he had spoken about this matter to one zf the
county commissirers whom he declined.to name and that this corrissioncr
‘had stated thet he had wnted in favor'of the road und further that hs
would vote: in frvor of any such. prajact for any county commissioner wh:
desired a road built within his district.

CANTY rcea llcd another mcidqnt concerning the Canav:.r=1
Port .projact. He st~tel thnt there had bosn a great deal of )p"osition
t> the project in tho county. He: mted that the Cocoa ncwspaper, owncd &and
operated by a Mrs. HOLDERMAN which is usually neutral on 2ny controvorsal
queation came out one hundred per cent for the FORTEHBERRY proposal for
a bond issue for the -Port projects.. iccording to CaNTY, within a rettor
of weeks after. the band issue had besn approved.z good hord top roed wes -
built to Mrs. HOLDZRMAaN!s road from the Marritt Island Aoad, -CaNTY- -
stated this road i3 some 8 milce in lsngth and of benefit only to
1.!‘5. leID‘RM.\N. ' . .

Concorning FARTENBISRRY, himself, CaNTY stetad it is his -
understanding that the elder FORTENBERLY is an extremely sick men and
that he has hed some savere attacks of an unknown matter within the
recont past, CiNTY stated he estimete. FRTENBEEY would be worth.
anywhetre from $500,000 to a million dollars if hb were to liquidato all
of his haldmga. o _
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CANTY axprossed tho pinion thﬁt FOR'ILNH QY. 13 =t this

tire "ttempting to regroup his powers for the coning slections, in an - .

attompt to regain control of the County Commissioncrs and in p..rticul.—.r
to regdin tha position of Cheirman. of ths Canaveral Port Projzct.
- CikTY sointed out that FOKIENBERRY'S main purpose in all this wes to. ;
' gat back on the. Port Priject Cormission bocause he hcd the most ‘to lose
by b;»ine gsut of thia pzrticular p:.cture. '

CANTY r‘.comende\.. very highly one "SCOL"H" ChLD'f{uaL a
~Cocoa ‘Beach fPolicc O"fic-r. Ho statocd GLLDW:ILL was an cxtramcly reli=blo
- and alert officar znt that h, hrd been doing cunsiderebls spiculstion znu

. casual quastioning of people conceming tuz bombing. In adddtion CITY -
~ steted CalDVELL was well acqueintol with fhe political situation in

Rrevard County and o> uld mrnlsh igsnts with consid.rabls inforration
along this line. .

> adestbadnd e "
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anyone by thue nams of "BAD EY=" MUS3ER, -

. FFi:msf

' The following investig»tisn wos conducted by Spacl2l agonts

-BOBCRT . SUNKSL end FRaMK F.'MEECH on. Jamuiry 7, 1952,. 2t Cocta Bzach s

BiSIS: To obtaln from T, "SCOT{Y™ CADWELL, Cocoa Bewch Folice
Offic.r eny inforzation in his posscasion concerning the political:
gituation in Brevard County of. pertinsnce to instant inwstigation,

© .. On intervisw CAIDWELL st-ted that. he-h:s since. the bombing
talked to a large muber of colored.people in .end around Cocoz Boach and

© that. thoy all' refused to express: their opinions as to.who might heve done

ths bombing or why it was done, .
' . CALDWELL, at first axprosssd the opinion thet there we.é no unn

at Rreverd County in the political picturs who weuld use a mothod such
28 was used on H.SRY' T.,.MOORE to eliminate him. He statud hs felt cortain e

‘thet the parpetrators of ths crime cems from outside Brevird County., Ho
pentionsd in particular that the white and colared populatisn in and: sround
Mirs was- unusually harmonious in thcir relations with ons ansthor, .

- In response to quastioning canc-m.in;'g. garbling éctiv:ities

in Erevard County, Caldwell stated that prior to his death, JOHNNY ‘.T&’.l":i'i."ii_s,:

wes the - "king pia", Hz steted that one TOMMY GuRVIN was WaATH xS? back-~
csper and eloss a23soclato, His immediats mrtner was s PESES MURDOCK,

-In this connection ho notod thet MURDOCK is very "close! at the County Seat.
in Titusville, CALDWSIL stated that whon WEATHERS died the gacbling busincss -

w28 suprosed ta have'buen split up and furthsr thet iLURDOCK ssems to lnve
taken ovor the eslored scction., H: also stated that LURDOCK is op:rating
the: badeball toan in‘Cocoa, CALDWELL statsd he wts not acquaint.d with

n the coursa of the intorview C.iIiTiiﬂ.L of his own

recillection and without gquestioning or prompting by Jgents reczllid thet the
elder FORTINS .RAY wes thg;?:_ﬁig politicsl toss of Srevard County, :

CALDWELL notad thet FORTIWBEARY wes the blggost wwmployor of
tho Negrocs in Sreverd County seploying them in both his gsawmill end verisus |

g
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ciunty jobs. H: stoted that after tha 1950 eluctisns, FORTENBRIY wrdo a
. canvag of the colorcd quartsrs in the county in sn attempt to learn :
. for himsulf why the colored vote hed turncd against hine CLIDVWELL statad-
that this wos 2 well Mnwn fact in ‘and arsund the county. Ho also added
that it was of significancy to nota.that HARRY T. HOOLE as the leading
‘wepresoniative >f the Progressivae Votors League was at Lhat time the 1 ador
. 3f tha. Negra peoplc.  ilso in this éonnection CALDWELL obssrw.d that the
Negro people as 2 class scémed to require a.lsadsr ond that for all of the
years before HIRRY. ¥. HOOME appesred on thz sc.no FORTENBERZY had becn thir
lzader in thet they would do most. snything he- roquestid of them, * CALD.ZJLL
observid that it mmust tmve besn a great blow to FORTUNBZRRY to loarn thaat
his pawer owsr the Nogro people in tho county hed be:n broken. o

TTC U Ha also observed that FOXTENBZRRY. was, in his opinionm, Hurt the
most by the slection. By way 5f explanatisn he stated thot the Cansveoral

© 2ort projoct waa the "biz plum for FORTEMBIRRY and thsat by baing vustcd from

the county commission e was automaticelly susted from the chairmanship
9f tho Port huthdrity Boerd. Ho stated FORTENERRY hed 2 great deal to
gain by the salo of his land in the iznmoediste vicinity.of the Port Project
4f ths project were to go. through. ‘ . ' -

In this. comncotion CALDWELL stated, "FORTNBZRY wruld do sdge-

thing to got back in =s County Commissioner snd head the Port Cormission -
a.ga.-in". Lo ‘ : . ‘

: CALDAELL stated that irmecdiataly f£ollowing the 1950 vlections,
FORTI/ARRY was silent. ' Shortly thereaiter ths Peopls of Brevard C unty
beg=n qusstining the docisions of the Canevernl Poct iuthurity, sf whick
FORTZNBZRRY was still Chzirmen until the end >f his tem Decsmber, 1951,
Shrtly =fter the beginning of. 1951 FORTENDERHY began riding ths present
Port cuthority doord,- and bns at the prasent time gme to the sxtremo of
spcrating the newspaper, Dast Const Trade 'Ands » wherein considerablc
space is devoted to the Project, its morits snd proposed beonefits to
. Breverd County =nd the stupidity of tke prusent Port suthority Saard
in the hzndling >f this pm ject, , '

C..LDWZLL stated that FORTENBIAAY is at this time proparing
his foreas to reg:in contrul of ths County Ccrmissisn ond the 2ort Projuct
end that he, CAIDUWELL,. axpects elther FORTENBT Y or his son JOHN to

Qualify as candidatc £or thor Cunty Coamissiun, - In this: connsetion ke moted |

»
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‘a e mbx.rshio inthe Cou.nt.y Cormissicn fron that particuler district of tho
cunty aut matically carrded with it mombcrship on tho Port z..uthurlty
Borrd. C.LD.TLL noted that RRTINBIRRY is kecping himself in the 1irm: h.ght
at 211 tinmss _nd ‘hrs donc 8o since. hls dafeat :tn 1950.

- C‘ "".u..L volunte red. the: )pinim that the kims b-mbing ms

: e:.ther Zzoing to. frighton the olired poovle in the cr*um‘.y into submisgiba
_.or thuy wero g:ing to causc troubla. He stated that in his .dutics zs
p>lice >fficer he hos cams t9 the temative conclusisn that it is zolng to
frighten thom into submiszsisn.. In this oymnzction he noted that for the
Ncgra vote to have any offactive dircction on the coming eluctisn whocver
in the county qualifies in thoir minds as a lczader will be abls t5 control -
their vote. He ventured the opinion that. #t would tzko a long time for -
.andther cslorzd men to accunplish what HIXRY T. MOORE had accumplished

ard that the colored people would in all prob bility resume their 31d
aliance w:.th the FORTRNBZRY poanrs.; . -

" On quastlom.ng. L..LD-.--_-, ‘furriisﬁsdttrn followving nrnes of
individunls whorz ne considured close sssoclztes of, FORTENBORAY, ’

ARTHUR DI ~ CoLDHELL stk.tad DUNN is a stron,_, FCP "‘.RY
nan and furthor that DUNH s the type nf individu=l who would ba t!'n rz if .
thero were =ny division of sprils to bs made.. DUNM is e County Comrdssi mer
frm the Mins district =t the. present tin..;. : '

COLOLEL. EULT = CJD"E.LL stated that.at -ne ti::le FOR’["\IB_RLY
and BUTT werc extrosely clise but they at the present tim. ars bitter ormn‘.:l.a.st
He poilnted jut that COLONEL UTT, Maysr of Cocoa at the present time hcads
the Port. Authority Yozrd and that FQTI":.I\!B mRY is fighting the Board with =11
of his reg mrc«,so

JOHN FO'%‘I’I‘I“B_RRY - CaLDWELL gtatad JOHN FORTENE.RRY is
ANDROW TORTEMIRIT'3 »ldest son and further thet he is tho elder FORIENBGARY TS
constent companion at =11 mootings. :

C:LDVWELL statud h: did not think that snyono cf the County

: Commssiomrs with thke cxcaptlon o>f ARTHUR. DUMN w23 in symp-thy vd.t"x
. FGRT"'\JB..RRY. .

e
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o ' The following investigation was' conducted by Special

Agents ROBEAT E. SUNKEL end FRuNX F. MZECH on January 8, 1952, at
Merritt Island, Florida. . C ‘

.. 'BASIS; To obtain from DAVID S. NISBET, County Cammilssioner, any |
informetion ‘in his posaséssion concerning ANDY FORTENBERXY and
Brevard County politics of -pertinence to instant investigation.

'«ym

..... . .. It will be noted that DAVID S. NIS3ET ran against ANDY" :
ERRY in tho November; 1950, generel elections far County Comiissioner,
NISEEIT was placed on tha ballst by a write-in and defeated FORTENBERRY, .

: On interview Mr. NISSET stated that it was within his
knowladge that FORTENB<FRY had taken his defeat. very hard in conneection
with instant electicn.’ He.also stated that ha knew that HARRY T.. NOORE
had cempaigned very vigorously for him, NISPERT, snd furthsr that it wus .
through his influsnce that the colored vote of Brevard: County swung

‘:’ to NISBET. -

' NISBET voluntcered a number of instances indicating

fraud on the part of FURTENEZRRY during his termination as County Cormisasioner.
These various items have baen reported elscwhare in greater detail and

will not be set. forth in full here. o .

. In addition to those instances previously rerorted NISERT
delved into the manner by which FCRTENBZRRY accurulated his wealth. Hs
stcted that undwbtedly FORTENBERRY had amassed his; money indirectly by
being a. County Cormigsionsr., By this he stetod he meanb that FORTENRG Y
by reeson of his position was dble to buy thousands of acers.d tizber land
for defaulted taxes. From this land he was 2bls to cut ‘timber which wes

. in turn- cut into luwiber in his sawmill. Much of this land is loeated _
on the west side of Banana River just west of tha proposed Port Canaveral
Project and throuzh which the proposed hizhway wuld enter. It was NISBET!s
thought that FORTENBERRY weuld stand to msks a conaiserable enount of :
monéy should this road go through; that this money could be made by ‘ £.3
salss to the County. : ; ' ‘
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" The fo]low:lng investigation was conducted by Speci_l

ng\.nts ROBEART E. SUNKEL and FRaNX F. Y”"C‘{ on January 8, 1952, at
Merritt Island, Florida .

. 'BASIS: To obtain from DAVID S. NISBuT, Cdunty Cor:miss:.onnr, e.ny
informetion in his possession concerning ANDY FORTENBERIY and
Brevard County politics of pertinence to instant investigation.

. ) It will be noted. that DAVID S. NIS3ET ran against ANDY
FORTF"IBL‘R::I in the November, 1950, general elections far County Comzissioners
NISE:T was placed on tha ballst by a write-in and defeated FORTENBERRY. .

' On intervicw Mr.. NISSET stated that it was. within. his-
knowledge thet FORTENBYPRY had taken’ h:.s defeat. very hard in connection
with instant electicn.’ Hs.also stated that he knew that HARRY T.. MOORE
hald compaigned very vigorously for him, NISEST, and further that it wus .
thrvugh his influsnce that the colored vote of Brevard County mmng
to MSBET. ) . .

NIS“ET volunt»..erea a number of mste.nces indi cating
fraui on the part of FORTENEZRRY during his termination as County Commiassioner.
These various items have baen reported elscwhere in greater detail and
*hd.]_l not be set f::rth in fuJ.l here. :

In addition to those 1nstances reviously roportad NISBET
delved irxto the manner by which FCRTENB:ARY accumulated his wealth. Hs
stated that und-ubtadly FORTENBERRY had amassed liis money indirectly by
being a. County Commissionor, By this he statod he mcanb tkat FORTENBERAY
by reeson of his position wes dble to buy thousands of zcersd timber land
for defaulted taxes. From this land hs was 2ble to cut timber which wes
"in turn cut into lumber in his sawmill. Much of this land is located

on the west side of Banann River just west of the proposed Port Canaveral
Project and throuzh which the proposed hizhway would entar. It was NISHET!s
thought that FORTENBERRY wculd stand to maks 2 consiilerable amount of

money should this road go through; that th.zs ::oney could be made by

gales t2 the County. .
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: In reply to quest:l.oning NISBET furnished the’ follmng
in.form:-tion about JOHNNY WEATHEDS and "BaD EYE'MESSER. He stated WZATHERS
was the reccgnized racket man in Brevard County fer many years until his
death in 1946, WEATHERS wes also a strong FORTENEZRRY man. About
MESSER, NISBET stated that ho was "WEATHERS' right hand men until several
wwarg ago when he and WEATHERS had a falling out over snme matter of

‘MESSER having to: sell some numbers on his own failing ta sccount. for then.

to WEATHERS. Immediatelyafter that MESSER disappearcd from.the County
for a year or two. Vhen he caze back he settled down in his present
place of business, a julce stand, located north of Mims. Nisbet stated

MESSER was 2lso s strong FORTENBERRY men particuldrly in the last election.
. He recalled one instance when MZSSER came to him, NISBET, and told him

_he had no business getting involved in politics, thet things were getting.
‘along alright. NISBET oxpressed the opinion thet he did not thirk :.{ESS:.‘R

has Yeen involved in any racxets since his rsturn.
NIaBE’l‘,aa.so recalled another incident in which a ba.r owner,

SaM MOOD‘I ‘of Cocoa was shot at several years ago. He emphasized that he had .
no proof but the gsneral ccnsensus of opinion wes that MESSER was the °

individval who shot 2t MOCDY, Thias mcident he stated took place prior .
to the death of JOHNNY WEATHERS,

NISSET named the fonowing mdividuals as, being close
associates of ANDY rOP"'EN‘-"EP-_Y.

‘ J. S. SRODERSON A very close assoc:.ate of FORTENBER:Y,
NISBET stated he did not kmow how BRODERSON made a living but noted that he -
appeared to be quite well off. He stated BRODZKSON has a. awall citrus
grove and a small dairy noither of which would bring in enough income to
support him in the manner of his living BRODERSON is abcut 60 years of
&geo

CHA".LIE CURTIS NISBET described 'URTIS as a political .
protege of FORTENBERRY. He rceallzd that CURTIS uncer FORTENSEERI's
tutilege ran for the School Board, CURTIS owns a small orange grave and
has no other outward anployment. His wife works in the A & P Grocery
Store on Merritt Island, He does not show much financial success,
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" FRED. I.aROCX-E ~ LaROCEB. lives in: Courtney and mainta:ms
a.small office near the Merritt. Island Iaundry He is an architect and:
. builder of sorts, LaROCHE. is one of. a large family, some 40 or more,
none of whom have anything to do with FHED LaROCHE. It should be noted
that ona of theé IaROCHE's ran against. a FORTENBZERY man in. the 1950
elaction. NISEET was unable to recall the name of the positi:m. a

. ‘ . OSCAR :HI"'H SMITH operates a fruit stand near

. COCOA, He is not too closely assoclated with PCRTENRERRT, but as noted
‘below was ome of the three original editors of the East. Coast Trade n‘inds,

. PORTZNBERAY's newspaper,

_ .- SAM IQ\IUTSON KNUTSON haa a amal.l neal estate office
on Merritt Island. He is not very successful..

" ORREN JONES — NISBET stated he beueved qoms to be _
a cousin of P‘OR'IENE“‘?RI's from Mlssissipm.. _

: Of the ab:we individuals I\.LSBET acted that BRODERSON .
LaROCHE, and SMITH were the original editors and publishers of E‘OHTENBERRY 8
nswspaper, the EA3ST COAST TRADE WINDS, when it wes first published, In this.
cenrection he noted that FOR’I‘.E‘.NBZRRY is the type of mn who never comes

out in the open on any of his pet projects. He alweys has schmeone else
fronting for him. It will alsc be noted that the present editor of tha
Trade Winds is: a man by tho name of RALPH MCODY. NISBET stated MCODY

4is a stranger in these parts and as a matter of fact has never hoard of .
anyone who has ‘ever seen MOODY.. .

, NISBET wert on to state that FOPTENBEBRY seldon comes
to any of the mestings of the Port Canaveral Commission. Instead

either BRODZRSON, JONZS or KNUTSON comes in his place. According to

" NISBET these individuals never have anything of a constructive naturse.

. 'to put before the meeting and senera.lly confine their remarks to

criticism,

NISBET ncted that theré has beenro one fired fr:m the
County Payroll as a result of FORTENBERRY'S defaat in the 1950 elections,.
"NISEET did state, however, that there is a strong politisal association
batween FORTENBZARY and TRIGGER GIIGGS and that he NISBET has tried to
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fire GRIGGS since he hes taken off, however, no one else on the County
Cormission appears to be intereated, and whenever he brings the: matter

- up before- the Cormission it is passed off with some comment to the
_effect that GRIGGS has only about one more year to serve. befors he-is
eligible for retirczent and thereforo he should he allowed to serve this
time. . S .

MDB“T stated that he knows of no KKK activlty in Brcvardﬁ

.County and expressed the belief that there has been no activity for
many years. He did recall that when he was in his sarly teens thers was.
- a Junior KKK and he was a member of it. He stated, however, that it was.
" purely a social club, He recallad that his dcout master had quit his’
job as scout master and beczme the leader of the Junior KiK. A1 the
members of his former scout troup quit the Boy Sertts and Joined the .
Junior KKK, He: stated he does not kmcw if FORTENSERRY Has ever bean a:
member of - the K¥X at oany tims,.

MISBET attempted. to evaluate :.nd:.vidu=.ls who are
_rO‘ITENBERPI ts associztes who. might be approachable concexrning instant
investigation and who would not divulge the contact to FORTENBERTY, ‘
He stated that none of FORTEMBERRY!s close associates were in his
opinion approachable. He did, however, mention that CCLONEL NOAH BUTT,
" layor of Cocoa, bas for rany years been a very close associate of
TCRTENBER:xY s but that since FORTENEERKY's defeat he has been strongly
opposed t.o FORTENBERRI NISBET also mentioned one RUSSELL Rnlﬁ“!.

RANSEY 1s a former close assoclate of FQRT"\I'B.IR.’I’I,
who has. ‘since FCR‘EE‘B:RRI'S defeat turned ae,ainst him,

‘iISI-;L.’I.‘ 21so stated that the present Secretary of the
Port Canaveral Project lir. N. M. ARGABHRITE of Cocoa Beach would be an
excellent person to talk to concerning the present eondition of the Port
- Authority. In this cornection he noted that the records of the POrt
-~ "Authority during the period FORTEMBERRY was Chzirman of the Commission
are ceither missing or very poorly kept. In either event it appears -- ¢
impossible to determino from thesa records the diaspasition of the funds
which have been made available to the Port Autherity Cormission, NISBET
noted that a bond’ issue of cne million do].lars had been voted for the
Port uuthority. ’ :
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: Concerning mmmmns pubucation, the EAST ODAST
TRADE WINDS, - NISBET stated that the paper is cdited and assexbled at
" ‘the office of FCRTTNBERRY!s sawmill the Merritt Island Lumber Company
located on Merritt Jaland Rcad, The: telephone nuiber of the. Merritt
Island Lunber Canpa.ny 258%, was formerly the number listed to ths
newspaper. ' At the pressnt time the telephone -of ths newspaper is
838, . o . . a . .
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mww. and FRANK F. MEECH _on:rebmary.,s, 1952, ab

_merely an: iX ; S
D . Py v,

- he advised he ms”borm‘gﬁear Colu

. Flordda in 194 and hoamesteaded a plot 6f 160 acres which was grented

i l929 or 1930 and this has ‘beeg”t@.g_g;i.rgc:. ‘ cgcnpgj;igg,g.g@;b,us;ggga

* 1gland Lumber Company owns in various localities in Brevard County,

: tbe cmmty Campission

. pmm{:egh:_ '_ '. ' . ' D ; |
MM L4270 ‘ Co o S :
' : II. INVESTIGATION-RE; SUSPECT. A. FORTENBERRY
Thé: rme‘invésﬁigaﬂon. was canducted by Special Agenhﬂ g Y

@ocoa, Florida: .

BASTS: - A. FORTENBERRY s irbervieved fnagmch a8 be -
was one of . the- suspects in instant. casé.

Mr. Ao FORTENBEREY, who .does not have a given name, _birb

fewed at Mis place of _buginess, the Marritt
- i, Cocoa Florida, ab vhich tinme
ubus; msélppi.- He came to

{FIEIAL, wes 1nvervl
Island Lumber Compary.op Merritt 1

to him upder a goverment homestedding acte .
| Ho ostablished the Merritt Islaod Luiber Campany in sbout

gince .pha:b ¥ime. "Mre FOMEHBEBRI personally owns the original- 140,

Concerring recent events, . Fomm jnformed the- Agents
that fo:_mmwwmmcomm Mém-mreqent
dyman end, In addition, by reason of I ‘being a pember of

mmﬁmlﬁmggoﬁﬁ,

Comty citizens in opwg__%_}tﬁaﬁraccoﬁm to E:O
- wanted_to wrest,_control of -the Port “huth ‘qgo?,gg\,tggp_ggy

o F e S

. ey could Wan® .
i ‘tg_wr%{a_“zldinss e vicimty of the fo, adventage
oF certain peo mﬂfmt 1dentify. He was opposed while he

s cheirman of The Port Authority te any menipulations in faver of
any :i.ndividual jand- thus the reascn for the qppoaiti‘on.
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. - FORTENBERRY had heard that: the -above mentioned gmnp ha.d.‘ ‘
. raised between fifteen: and’ twenty thousand dollars to. promote; DAVE
NISBET in the general a_lecbion. ‘ o P :

~Coneerning:the bonbing af bhe resident.of HARKY T. MOORE, -
Mr. PORTENBERRY advised he had no information wiich would beAhe.lpm]:

' in investigating the cagas He was of the opirion that in every act

in Brevard County for 5 MORE. o F 2 d heard
ommwd. never met him. He undepstood  that for some tims be-

fore vg dezth he mmmawmmmmmxw
of Florida, Ingsworks howsvers this was hea;;l,gx;ﬁ_ﬂ&hmﬁ;@:m, _

iwiedge o Maparte . . . - _
.. Concarning:the recent_election Mr.. FORTENBEREY adviged that

ne &id not beli‘evejb.awf,mu‘um"‘t‘wﬂmima‘?‘5&3-&3&@9‘&3&

deathe Eﬁ'.opposition on did without question

. in the eleckd:

#egro yoke but be persORALL LT rE W, &x B pleyed. -
€0 politdess He said he ha3 nea_;g;,gm_gq;@”gg:_mpggg%m
t55coumty who were opposing him did meet_witd . ﬂam_;%r
wwiﬂm.mﬁm&mmqmm-: As for as FORTENEE

. wa5 congerned, this was strictly rumor. It was algo rumored, accord-
ing to FORTENBERRY, that somecne 4n Brevard County hed. réached HARRY

the

WOORE and had gotten him 0 support DAVE NISEET for County. Cormissioners

FORTENEERRY 'e150 beard it rupered that,..nmsaﬁmwmww-

' Wmmg@msm; T past_elections, according to .
PORTENBERRY, the nsgro vetding 0ok _Con
pom‘- -

Mr. FORTENBERRY adviged the: Agents he had no feeling him=
zﬁf_ ”‘and T whatgoever a3 ‘&;MLQIJEEIE@?%W
' g friends blame eak, not on ar the ne es, ton.
the whte peapu.e%xwo 'stc%%ed go low as o qg_“éit“'ihéﬁir’;yo voteh. He.
© state porsonally never contacted MOORS or aclicited hif tor as-
gitance in the election erd to his knowledge ncne of his friends had
atterpted to get 4o MCORE to receive his support in the election. Tt
was mmmmﬂ"s-beuef-that.mgmﬁ_wawgg:‘pg}s a gg—petmgg“fm _
the p“aﬁﬁiﬁ?n's“sﬁi:o"éﬁi‘g"ﬁﬁ the. negroed in Bre Gountye.

m‘m-w.ﬂ-i-r‘-n-».tu_ep.

PR
.o

Ay
after the’

3
4
i




o FFII/‘EFM: egh

B T G

N ' Mr. FORTENBERRY adviged he had. never heard W of his
friends or asgociates make ay stateinentaf'_or’indtcate' any feelings
‘toverd MOGRE vhich would tnicate. to him that any atbeapt would be
made to injure or kill him or'in any way take vengeante on hime

, _0fficlally, as chairman of .tm-caunty‘(:amis'sion,' Mr. FORT- .

ENBERRY had no: connections whatsoever with MCORE.with regard to his
past school activities as the Brevard County Board of Tnstruction is an.
independent county undty vztth,ﬁﬂ.l'authority- for handling all school -
problems. and, therefore, he would have no reason to come In contact with
HARRY MCCRE fiiciallye ST ‘ -

-He bg_lieved.the death of__HA@I \CORE, yas, ceuged by scme of
: ha- st lorida, -."bebau"‘é"'e’m@?___éaﬂ

_ 1 job_accol papers"s Mr FORTENBERRY did

not : & vas a Yo Tounty 'yd._tp_experienca with

explésd.vea'to ‘pet_up tho explosion that killed MCORE.

B Mr. FORTENBERRY pelieved MOORE?!3 death resulted from people
4n the gouth and that they may have been some of the "racketsers: in -
wWest Palm. Beach or points south. ‘He stated he baged this opinion on
the fact the bonbing appeared 4o have been the work of a person or
persons experienced in this type of: violencs, which activitles are: . .
generally .a tributed to the racksteering and gangster elements. - Mre
FORTENBERRY had no information upon wiich he could base such a belief
-and no information to jndicate HARKY MOCRE was jnvolved with any gap~"

ment and 4n the event they were’ ever'double-cmssed 4n sny election
_ iasue they would pot. hesitate to do awy wdth their douhlecrossers

. . Be advised that the negroes get oub & glate the rmight before
an election and all: voting negroea are given slips of paper showing.
how to vote. The individual who is sble to swing the negro vote. w1l
have recorded cn the glips of paper those persaons he desires in office
and as a result the neegro vote goes in & golid blocke Mr. FO
doeg not believe voting in a block is democratic. and: he.personall‘v is
t such activities. He does not tmow how much influence MCORE
had in this regard but he had heard that MORE was after eontrol of
the negro vote and wanted social equalitye. . :




. owrs Tace than with widbe people.
~ vote in Cocoa is mumerieally larger than at, Mims. The colored voting
~ County colored volee.

. PORTENEE
o mwmwm@er named. "Eask Coast Trade WAndsl's
~ The papsT company is a stock compary¥ Ath a mejority of atock be

_ was.started to.carry on the progress of the: Canaveral Port project.

 chairman. of the Port _Authority but, according to him, the Port was

- ing any grouble amywhere in the county to investigate tho matter. He

Mr. PORTENBERRY said. {hat in. the event the bonbing was done: o L
by -peOple-in'Brevardj County it was bis belief it would have been done .. .~ kA 4
W neg;mea l'gbhel' t+han mj;te.peoPle_' Heo ba-sed this 'be]'.tef on the fact ': . - ‘ ]
that if MOORE had trouble with anyone it would more likely be with his ‘ -

T He stated that the ratio of colored voters to white voters T SR i .
at. Mimo 1u greater than in Cocoa although he ;_ucw A out- bhe celored’ PR P |

population in Cocod amounts to. appreximately” 30% of the ‘entire Brevard ‘ il

adviged that he was. instrumental

AR LA e S L TS

controlled by the Merritt Island Lumber Companye The: eddtor of the
peper is one RALFH MOODY who is. employed eut of Orlando.. The newspaper

He was the founder of the Port and was the driving force vhile he was o

dying & patural death since his defeat as County Cormi gsioner and . re-
moval as a8 member of the Port Authoritys . R Rk
Inasmuch as previous investigation sndicated that EARL T.
»TRIGEER™ GRIGGS nad been sent to a negro electdon meeting on Merritt - C ot
‘with the purpose of breaking up the meeting, Mr. FORTENBEREY * )
was cuestioned concerming mis. knowledge of. this. He said he recalled . ' '
hearing something sbout a meeting being held on Merritt Island, he ‘
believed just prior to the primary election in. the spring

said County ,_Hpad,Patmlman.QalGGB happened _to b8 driving b7.8.¢

on Merritt fsland and, sesing quite a_ gathering of colored peopl

notiAing thice white men | were present, he stopped ﬁb:’{géi’iiiﬁéii‘ﬂas
any tmm@aﬁ_ﬁam_qgm on.  hoording to FORTENBERRY , wher
GRIGGS ascerteined 1t was & peacsful meeting,that there was 19 trouble
exlsting, he mersly departed. rowm, derded sendin GRIGGS to .
WW Lm.a_ggixxa..ﬂu.ox_w.hmah,ua. he meeting.
Upon inquiry Mr. FORTENBERRY said that GRIGGS.12 not only, the County
Rosd Patpoluan but also & peputy ;Sboriff_ard ~ 55 Yifs jurisdictich

js usually limited to trafflec on the bighay, it is his duty upon 899=

gaid he had taken Do interest in the meeting end did not recall vho the
white men were but had heard that DOYLE CARLTON was one of the three men
present discussing the electin with the negroese :

=2
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on
1952, the first after the bamb

- his
- the forthecoming electione.

" . fhe Agents advised FO

, Deceibsr. 2T, 1951,

-

Age! BERRY. that it was noted his news-
paper, the nEast Coast Trade Winds!, ‘one issue of which was published
: and the next on Thursday, Janu=ry 3, .
ing ard the second after HARRTETT MCORE
ded, contained no jnformation. of the events, to which 'FORTENBERRY
© peplied that the dally newspepers
_ bombing and he had not sent any T
hed no information to publish in the newspaper.e

had -carried ‘full accounts of the

eportera to the scene and therefore

‘Concerning his general attitude in regard to the’ nggroe,s.,

'yir. FORTENEERRY advised he ia of the opinion that the negroes should be

protected by the lews as well &3 the whitess

- It is tobe fnoted that. Sheriff Ho T.
Cowrty advised that‘.‘g,.ﬁmmmﬁmggg“jn Feb
i da State RBe

candi

The following is a des

interrogation and cbaervation:
| Neme - N

Age _
Birth date
Birthplace:
Race '
Sex -

Wedght

Bulld

Eyes -

Hglr '
© Camplexdon
Scers.and marks
¥arital status
wfe

Sens

Haif brother ..

presentative from Brevord Cowty

eription ve FORTENHEREY cbtelnsd 2rom

N 65 : ' ] :
1886 (month and date unknown)
near Columbus, Masissippd
_vhite . o
‘male

5110n

185

heavy

blue "~

grey

uddy
mole right cheek
. married '
CFANNIE MAS
"WINBURN E. FORTENBERRY', age KO
CUBIC RAY FORTENBERRY , 289 38
JORN FORTENBERRY, g8 26
ANDREW FORTENBERAY ». Hattlesburg,
Msgissipol

31

WILLIAMS of ‘Brovard .
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