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tho t:.r.m tha two white men enterod and mqun..re.d a8 to the res:x.dcnco of the

MOO#T3,  Sho statnd thet Revorend JOHN: M. MTTCHELL. at the time tho two: white

mén vntered wes talldng to lur regarding the signing of a petition and

sho was- oncupied discussing the mtter: with him and did not pay very ruch.

attcrmtion to.tho two white min. ~ She also advised that she did not see

an automobilc nor-did she suve wh:.ch d:l.reut:l.on ths two white men went after. - .

thay ]uft the storas © = | o S .
L?,. o~ 4--\)' - 0. K. WASHINCTON, who resides in the tHarmock Grove! arsa in

Mims, Florida, adwviszd that he was at tho Hims ‘Confactionery 3toru when

two white men came in inquiring as to thu residence of UARRC T, HOQ.dE

e said that these men had:also aslud where thet "rich proféessor MOORE Ll

- ldves", They also statod 'that Professor KJORE tnat doasn't ave to work SR
and just travnls around and has money". : s

WaoHIl\IGTON rave the following doscript.z.on of thc two meng’
NUKBER' ONE MAN' ' '

Race : o . White

- . - Height - . “About, 4! 1
(‘ © o Wolght About, 200 1lbs.
‘ ' : Ago ' hbout 40 .-
~_Hair : _ "Black - :
Dregs - : .., Had maron’ long sleevo stu.rt and g
= - Tl a 14 nt tan zipper windbreak.r.. '

- Was wearing a larso white cowhoy'
-t ke a "3totson" and was wearing . -
, cow’boy boots. s

' NUMBER TWO MaN -

- "_
Raca S .+ White
Height : . = "about 5' 8™
Weight o "About. 180 lbs,
Aga . -~ About L5 .
Dress. T Was wearing o flannel plaid shirt

with chzcks of gre: . brown and '
" yollow, checks were outlinod in white .. -
linus and the cheeks woro approxunlely -

. . . .
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three inches sguare. He was
woaring khaki colorod pants and’
a checkud plaid red caP_v the type
- . . worn by hunters,. .
Pccul:l.untles Had heavy dark beard and nzeded
R A ~ - shaved,
Build , Coee Heavy

MShinpton said that hu romembered the shirt that. the short
man was wearing becauso hu his one just like. it.. WASHINGTON exhibitod |
the shirt to fgents. VAS HINGLON also advisod that he wont to thu door
of the Confectionery Storu. when the mun laft and saw them get iato a

" marcon colored automobile which he belisved co be a mercury. He said

that ‘they drove away from the store in the direction of JOE WARKEN's
house. . .

WSHINGTON said that whon the mon askod for directions to o
MOORE's houre he told thom that he thought MOOKE was Living at Daytona

. Boach, Florida., WASHINGTON said that Rovorend JOHN M., MITCHELL adwsed

these men to go to the house of JOE WARREN who is a relative of
MOORE's 'und 1lives approximitely one-fourth of 2 mile seuth of the Mims

- Confoctionery Storo., WiSHINGION said that ho did not know whether ur R
" not the men went to WKRMEN's house. WASHINGTON stated that o the best of - - -

his memory these two vhite men had como into the store at about 8:30 PM,
He stoted that he thought this wes too late fur anybody tv by inquiring
about thdé® residence of MOORE and that was the reoason why he had not '
directod thenm to the MOORE residcnce. WASHINGTON also récalled that
MOORE hnd been in Mims that day but had left that night. Ho said that
approxdmately two or threce wocks later hs saw MUORE anvi told him alout
the two white mun inquirdng about his reside 3, . He said that MOORE
gave no indication of knowing who thesn whit: men might b, He also
advised ‘that HOWARD T. BURKLTT, BURNETMS wite, JOHN HENRY LEE and

"Reverend JOHN M. MITCHELL were in the . store at Lhe tims these two whn.te

mon came in, Ho recallad definitely th:t Reverend mITGHELL waz thore
bocause MITCHELL had a potition that he was trying to get signed by

some of the land ownwrs in.that saction. He rocallod that %this petition
was in connection with having taxzes lowervdi WaSHINGTUN .said that to the

- best of his momory no ono signed this putitica. W.SIMNGLLY also adviscd ,

that he thourht that he would recognizs the t2ll mon dressed with the

cowhoy hat if he saw him again. He has not sven these two white mon. since S

tlmi? time,
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the time the two white men cvntered and mqu:.re.d 13 to the res:.dcnce of the .
-MO0WT3,  Sho statad thet Revorend JOHN M. MITCHRLL. at the timo the two: white ..
mén untered wos talldng to lor regarding the signing of a petition aond . L
shu was- occupied discu..sn_ng the mttor with him and did not pay wery much.
attention to. tho two whité men. ~ She also advized that she did not gee o

an automobils nor-did' she 506 uh:.ch MAdrection ths two wb:.u. men went after.- = |
they luft the stora, - 4 . e .

“O g\ 0. K. vaﬂINCx O, who- resides in the "Harmtock Grove" arsa in
Mims, Floridn, adviscd that he was at .tho Hims Confectioncry Jtoru -hen
two wh:Lte men came in inquiring as to the res‘idence of HARRG T. MO,
He said that these men had'also aslud where thrt "rich proféssor MOORE

- Hves"., They also stated'that Professor EDORE that doesn't have to work R :

and just travels around and has money".

Wm}ﬂINGION gave the following duncript.t.on of tho two meng:

NULBER ONE MAN-
Race . . . White -
Height . ) . “About, 4! 1t
Welght' About 200 lbs. .
) Ago - . About 40 L e
—_Hair : . "Black :
Dress - .., Had marson’ long slueve sth and

A L - 1 1 ht thn zipper windbreaker;
: - Was wearing a largn white cowhoy
hat like a "Stotscn" and was 1mar1.ng

- . cmfboy boots.

' NUMBER TWO MaN ; '

Raca S oo ’White

Height - . .- "About 5t gm
Welght - "About 180 lbs.
Age . .t aAbout L5 .

Dress. T Was wearing a flannel plaid shirt
" : ' with chzcks of fre: .. brown.and
" yollow, chucks were outlinod in white -
linus 2nd the chccks WUXG appro:dnut.aly .-' ‘
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'm-. mvzsmu'm an susmcr Em. J. BROOKLYN -

Cel mtonandngimsugat;onm conductodbySpedalAgmu
: CLIDE ;iokdbgm;ﬂm and FRUE C. GLINKSCAIB on Jamaxw 30- 1952, at

_ BAS]B- -Exidbition or photographs of mpacta .and others
%o 0, K. msrmtcm, Mims, Flordda, who obaerved two men’
"4n: Mimg: gbout July or August, 1951, vwho Inquired as to

the whereabouts of HARRY Te MOORE residence. . Photos also
exhibited to JOHR- HHIR! LEE u:lth negat:xve x-esulta.

o cm/pcc-ogh
MM 1.4-270

.WMsmsidmeeatmmm Flordda, in an .
efi’orb to determine whether or not WASHINGTON could identify photographs:
of any of these individuals as being identical with either or both of
~ the white men who had appeared at the Mims Sundry Store. sbout July or .
mbmrl%in@m“tommsudnudmofﬂetm

_' ) mg.w, ststingtgg_g_}_ig could
: M‘}!Q mlm.&dénﬁsx.}hia _photograph as that of one of £Re ren in-
l %ﬁ_‘ DORE!S whereabouts but that this photograph mors clesely

ona oftheﬁeoﬁe"ﬁ'm’!d"ﬁg}heinq\dnthanaghohuﬁmd.

‘ WASHINGION advised that the size arxl build gg,g:gggctm
irgn capared_yary favarably. sdth. khek. oL the E..;sz“ e&,&éi,y-
M
Itiatopenotthhatinlooldngthmu.ghthemof.
photographs exhibited to. him WASHINGTON picked the standing photograph
~of suspect. BROOKLYN frem the midst of the group, laid it aaide, sub-
sequently placed it back in the group of photographs and again, while
studr.l.ng them in dotail, selected this standing phatograph of BROCKLYN.

ut w hI:O 18 also noted tha;nwgsmm failed o dentify and ?ﬁm ‘
: photograph of sugpect TILLMAN H, BELVIN as that of the otber
. individual maldng mqtu&?zaaboui‘ WORE, S EsSHTCToN gtated that he would
. maks g positive- ideutiﬁcatian”or a. phatograph only when absolutely
‘eertain of the identity and volunteered to view other photographs of

other mpechs uhan obtained

©  The’ above tiomd photographs me_also ﬂ;b:,&ad to
Jom}mmmmhadbeenﬁiﬁ Mo _shen the two un-
: vals inquired as to the whereabouts of MOCRE's res:ld:nce._ o
: LEB ws umble to make any identification of any of. the botogx__ap s.
(‘ : glat photograp ON EUWARD WADE seesed” 'tg‘

e - c _ iz E
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Rev. METCHELL advised he was , not afraid to te]_l the: FBI anyc '
thing if he ‘kmew of anything that would assist in the investigation. '
He stated he would be 70 years old. on his next birthday and thoat he had

no particular fears for his life if he revealed anything to the Bureau :
' Agenta. He said he did not lmow any vhite men who were antagonistic .-

to IDCRE. He advised that the. Monday before MOORE's death they hed a

: meet::lg -at which time MCORE had telked of joining the. Demceratic Party

and bacling it to the utmost. He stated MOORE often held meotings in
regard to politics and at. these meetings MCORE would present the voting
records of variocus sehators and representatives but he never insisted
the colored people vote for any cone kié2n. He merely présented the facts
of escn candidatets record and then allowed the colored people to.mzka
their own choices COn the Hondey before his death MOCRE gave no indice-
tion his life was in dinger or thiat he had received any threata of :vio~

" lence beczuse of the work he was doing
\-\%-S2

vhite men asking the whereabouts of MDORE's residence at night in BURNETT!s. D
-store. ILEE repeated the same story he told on initial interview and ' -
the seme story as that given by the BURNETTs.  He said two white men came

-
.

JOHN I{ENR.Y 1EE, I'ﬂms, was remterviewed in regard to the

into the store as he, 0. K. .\[ASHJNGTON, Mr. and Mrs. BURNETT and Rev.

MITCHELL were discussing some sort of petition. He stated he paid no =~

particuler attention to the wmr,e msn until the teller man. asked for -
HEMRY FQORE. LEE was not sure whether it was HENRY or anotler noms

‘gimilar to. KARRY but the fact the First name: was wrong caused him ta

look up at ths white man who asked. IEE insisted it was the tall man
who did the telldng and stood near the south wall of the storé. The
tall men said,. Where does -HENKY MOORE live? and samecne in the crowd
said, "You mean HARRY MOORE.® The tall mars waid, "Yes, the rich school
teacher. . If I had the money_}t:ORE has I w ¥ 4ntt work.” LEE advised

at this point.he began to wonder vy a vhite man would make such a staue-.-,:

ment. Ho then looked at the man?s face and looked him over pretty well.

'He said the man's sarcasm caused him to be very cauticus. He said he

decided not to say anything but. just get.a good lock at he man. Someons
in the group who he could not remember tcld the man to go see JOE WARHEN:

for the exact location of MOORE's. house. To L7E's know” >dge HAREY MUORE .
was not in town. at thot time and he .could not say whether JOE WARREN
s in town e:.ther.

. He estimated the time of this incident as in August or Sap—-
tember, 1951. He could not say wiy: other than thet it was very warm and
he inew the fruit in the groves was not being picked. : _

- 95 -
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- these men had gone to WARREN's house, BURNEL'T explained that during the

- off MOORE, he BURNETT, was occupied behind the counter waiting on customers:

“mach. attention to the white men and. therefore doos. not. recall how they wure

_ The following investigation wus conducted’ by Special Agents e
Clglﬂé‘ Pig'AgElﬂ{OLD and TOBIAS-[i, MATTHEWS, on December 21 » 1951, and January 1 .
INd L, . L . : L . ) . ' : -
~ BASIS: . Brevard County Sheriff H. T. WILLTAMS advised that
he .had received information that two white men in about July,
. 1951, had stopped at the hims Confectionary.Store, Mims »- Florida.
and’ asked for informmtion as to where HiRKY T. MOOKE lived, -
_Sheviff WILLIAMS advised that persons in the store at the time.
these. two men came 'in were 0. K. WASHINGTON, Heverend JOHN M,
MITCHELL and HOWARD.T. BURNEIT, owner of the Mims . Confectionery
Store. - : " ‘ ' o

FHEL

HOWARD T. DURNETT, ownor of ‘the Mims. Confactionery Sture ,

‘advised that during bhe latter part of July, 1951, two white sen cons’ into e

his store at approximately 9:00 PM and asked. whsre HARRY T. MOORE lived,
He said that one of these men described MOORE as being a rich fellow -
that did not I ve to work. These two men. also referred to HOOLE as.
Professer MOORE., BUKNEIT stated. that he could only remember that uns of

* thos: men was: rather tall and: the other was rather short and heavy set.

He could not recall whut clothing they wore wearing at that timé and he Sl
did not sge the automobile they were riding in. BURNETT said he remembéred. -
that Reverdnd JOHH . MITCHELL advised these two mdn to go to the house of
JOE WARREN who is related to MOORE, BURNETT did not know whether or not

tims the two white men were in his store inquiring as to theé residence

and therefore did not pay tod much attention tothe white mun, G
.- Mrs. HOWARD T. BUWNEIT advised shc % s present in the stopg

at the time the two white men entered tho store and inguired as to the

location of the residence of MOOKE, Shé said that. she did not pay very

dressed or a duscription of.the two white mén oth:r thn one was a tall
man and tho other a short und stout man, Shy said shu rucalls tho

short gtout man hnd on some typo of 4 cap althoush shs 3 w bl to .
reeall the: description of the cap, She also advisud thit sho recalls bhat,
loverend JOHN M. MITCHSLY, and JOHN HENKY LEE wore prosunt in the store at

230 -
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the time the two white men entered and 1nq|11.re.d '15 to tha r(,sn.clr-nce of the
MOO.3,  5ho statnd thet Revorend JOHN- M. MTTCHE Ll at the time the two: white
mén vnterad wes talking to hur regarding the signing of a petition and

sho was- occupied discussing the mttor with him and did not pay very much.
attention to.tho two whitec men.  She also adviced that she did not see '
an automobilc nor-did she sce wh:.ch Airection tha two white men went after -
th‘ay .l&.)ft the :'LON.

0. K. WASHINGTOW, who resides in the Mllarmiock Grove" arsa in
Mims, Florida, adviscd that he was at tho Kims Confactioncry 3toru -hen
two white men came in inquiring as to the residence of HABRYT T. HOC.E
He said that these men had also aslced where that "rich professor MGORE St
- 1ives". They alsé statod'that Profcssor MJORE that dossn't . hsve to. work it
and just travels around :and has money” . 4 e

WASHINGTON gave the following doscription of the two mens
NUMBER' ONE MAN | '

Race : o . White

Height . o “About 6! 1
Weight' About 200 1lbs.
Age .~ About 4O .-
—~ _Hair ‘ : ‘ "Black
Dress : .., Had marson’ long sleeve stL.rt and
. - . a 14;ht tan zipper windbreaker..

- Was wearing a larje white cowhoy
hat like a "Stotsen" and was wearing . -
ccw’boy boots.

" NUMBER TWO MAN - -zf'

- ’
Racae L - White
Height : - - "About 5! 8™
Welght o 'About 180 lbs.
Aga - - about L5
Dress. T ‘ Was wearing 2 flanncl pla.id stirt
with chzcks of ere: .. brown. and

" ycllow, chuecks were out].ino_d in white :
linus a2nd tho checks woro approxiuntely’ -
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A . The. following investigation.was conducted by Special Agenbs
. ROBZET T. NISCHWITZ and ROBERT E. SUNKEL st Mims and Titusville, Florida,
on February 18 and 19, 1952. o : ; R

_BASIS: - Determine date two white men put in an. ap-
pearance at the Mins Cenfectionery Store, reported to-
be about: the latter part of July, 1951, inquiring for
the. whereabouts of'MCCRE?!s- house. ' S

4R

- By way of background, previous investigation has revealed
HCWARD T. BURNEIT, owner, and his wife, Rev. JOHN MeAMITCHELL, JOHY :
HENB¥PLTEE and. 0.6 WASHINGTON were. all preserms at the Mims Confecticnery
Store at the time the two white ren appeared to inquire ‘of the. where-
abouts of victim MCCRE!s home. On original interview thelr best recol- .
lection was that this incident took place either in the latter part of’ LU e
July or the early part of August, 1951. ‘ , : -

" HOWARD T. BURNETT, owner, Mins Confectionery Stere, on re- L e
interview tepeated his original story. He stated he had. forgoetten '
about the incident of the two white men until it was brought to his

 ettention by O-K. WASHINGICN. He stated his store is sort of an “informa-
tion bureau® in the colored quarters and that o“ten people will drop
in and ask vhere various residents of the qua:‘evs live. He stated be
is very cautious about this and will tell the’,".ple who ask that he
has only been there a couple years and does not know exactly where the
person lives or, 'if there is a resident in the store at the timo, he
usually says to ask that individual as he has been here longer. Cn the

- particular night he recalls O. K. WASHINGICH and. JOHN HENEY LIf were '
sitting on the stools at his'ico crcam bar and that he, his wife and
ficv. JOHN MITCHELL werc sitting at one of the tbl2s dircuseing 2
petition which Rev. MITCHELL wanted then to  aign. Ho stated at the~
particular tince the whito men came into the stere Rev. MYITCHELL was in
a hoated arpument wdth BURNELT and his wife regarding the petition. '
BURKETT statcd he did not sign the petition as he did not know what.it -

-wos for and MITCHELL insisted it was a good thing and that all the

- 31 -
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vroperty owners should sign it. At the point where the white men. walked

" in they asked for MCCRE and MITCHELL becarie perturbed and at a glance
.fror the men said for. them to go on down the Toad to see’ JOE WARREN.

" #iHa is a relation of MCOR® and he will tell you where he lives.¥ Witk ‘that.
MITCHELL. trigd to return. their attention to the petition. BURNETT said

ke paid ne varticuler attention to the wiite men other than the fact. one:

wns tall and stood near the display- casc to the south side of the store

and tho other was a little shorter and stood near the door 2t the west

wall. He advised he could not: give amy definite description of these

white men and recalled only that just one cf thenm did the talldng. He

stat‘.d that to his knowledge JCE WARREN vas 1:1 Mms at th:_t time; bow'— ) o
over; he- did nct lmow if HARRY MOORE was h. . ' I

| BURNETT steted that neither he ncr his wife signed tho RRE
petition and he did not know whether LEE or WASHINGTICH had signed it. @ "=~
He stated he would have campletely fcrgetten the incident. had not G.X. .

. WASHINGTCN brought it up. He deseribed SHINGICN as being a fairly = - .- .

intelligcnt fellow who was always watching strangers in and about Hfins.
He stated WASHINGTCN had told hin later he had caught a glinpge.of the . .
white nents car but BURNEIT stated he had not seen it and had paid 1:.t.ule

_a'btcntn.on to the whole Jnc:.dant. ,

~-- ' FPkotographs of the fo]low:mg individuals, includ:ng suspects C

BRCCKLYY, SIMCU SMITWALANING, JAMES THOMAS RICE, WILLIAM =, .
EZEKTAL PATRICK/HALL, MARION EDWARDAADE, (Ji%}AMER EMME T,
ROY C/musr.r and T. J, MIENNAMY. He wes umble to identify amy of

thc p hotcgrephs.

-

- In regerd to the manager of- the ;'..w truck stop in Mins,

' BURLETT said.he saw him on a couple: occasivlse In fact, the mensgor

had brought one of his nogro employees inio the store and outfitted

hin with work. clothes and paid the bill. He said he would not be able
to ‘dentify the manager if he sew hin.. le just recalled he vas in his

stcre on ong or two acccrsions and he felt he was good to hds colored

: hOlp .

Mrs. HCUWARD T. BURI\\ ETT wes intervicwed suparatcl‘{ and recallcd

~ tho incident. Her story was identical to that of her husband. with the

excepticn. that she stated when the white mon ‘entered the stcre they - - g

asked vhere HENRY MCORE lived.. Shc said at this point those prosent -
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locized ot cne .another' and vondered why they asked for HENRY MCORE.

She said somcone said “you mean HARRY MOCRE®.  Reverend. MITCHELL who
wes trying to- obtain their signatures .on a petition turned and said, "Go
sce JUB AFREN.  He is a relation of MCORE. - He can tell you exactly .
where he lives.!! Mrs. BURNEIT stated she-does not recall too:much zbout
‘the mon.. She believed they were fron 35 to AC years of age and she.

" recalled one had a red peaked bascball ¢ap. She stated it was-her im~

pression thet the: shorter of the two men did the talking. She was not

sure of this fact. ‘She did say the men refefred to MCCRE as the ‘#ischocl -
teacher with plenty of money.®# OCne. said, 9If I had his money I wouldn'd
vork#. She added thé man said ‘this in a: sarzastic ione. '

. " The above metiﬁoned photographs were displayed to Mrs.
BUREEIT and she was: unable to pick any of the persons. froo the grc up
as being the ren whe ceme into the stere. She advised she did not .

. pey much. attention to ‘them and would be unable to identify them... In e

trying to name the day cf the week when the men entered the store she

e

‘ms sure it was not Saturday or Sunday as business in the store wes

2lmost nil at that time. She stated that on weekends: they are very .

' business all day and night. Sheé felt sure it was a weck day and recalloed

troy hed been listening to o baseball game cn the radio when Rev. MITCHELS, . .
came with the petition. ' S P
- In regard‘to the petitiom shs staled it was of two pages; L

the top Page had a paragraph or so of typewritten words and she had told .
Rev. MITCHELL she would not sign anything wiless she read it first ot : !

" whick time Rev. MITCHELL explained hé had to have the signature of all

nroperty ovmors in the colored. quarters: and had to turm in this petition
the nest rerning. She advised he wes very i, -turbed because neither-
she nor her husband would sign it and it wva:.~t this time the vhite nen
entered the: store and Rev. MITCHELL told theu to see JOE VARREN..

‘ To the best of her knowledge Mrs. 3BURNEIT thought this petition .-
had to do. with the elimination of county camissioners.  She was not sure -
of this but thought it hod-to do. wdth the elimination of ccunty cen-
rissicners in Brevard: County. ) _

‘ Ih rcegard te the maneger of the new truck stcp in Mms,
Mrs. BUNEIT fclt shc would kmow him if he come intd her storc as she -
had weited on him once or twice when he bought some small articles for

his colored help. She did not know o weli.

s
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