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. ~ Tke followine imrestlg—\tlon was conducted by Spec:.al bgents FRAK
T, ¥Z3CE, TOBIad 3. MITHEWS and JadaS P. SHANGCH on Japuary 20, 195‘.. .

.. RaSIo: TILIsmz HOLJ%B:LVIN also known as Curley: Belvin, was A
interviewed masmch as hs.-is a princn;pal suspect m this. case.

m_'

' . - PILINaG. EDILY EEIVIN also known as CUH.Y a.d‘.nhvt‘l was contacted a’c
his hor.e Bouts 4, Box 400 Lake Drawdy (which is 16 ailas "outside -cf Crlando)
‘ ‘wnare he executed a waiver. of search, - Ths following artlcles were notad as

SN Stev.ns .12 gauge shotgm, aodel 620, bearing no vna‘:.ble serial nucber
2 30 callbre center fire Winchester rit‘les x:odel 94
A 22 cahbre Mossberg r:.fle

4 38 calibre Police Positive: p:.stol baving serial #113905 with 5%,
Potersburg Police mPartmnt #141 on tha froce

4 S:dth and Wesson .44 calibre pistol serial. #62207 having frams “24470
A pair of h:.bh top blacl: laathar hunting boots R
A lig,ht red bu.ntm° cap waich wes in the forx:. of a. baseball cap, size 7%-.

Theruafter' J.ILD i 30IVIY ves interviewsd ot the Orlando Resident
Azency by bpec:l.aL seents TRa.K F, MEZCH, TU3LaS E, 16;;1“1‘33‘«5 JAMES P, '
" anaVKON end jssistant- Spescial Aeant ic Gb._rge LS W, RS arnd furm.sn..d the
following inforpation: - _ ,

_ 4t the beginningz of the mterview BmLVD. claized e did not know
of any reason why he was being interviewed by the IBI, hed not even heard
that the Fil was conducting an investigation in ths Orlando area but stated
he was willing to cooperate to the extent toat. he woulcl not have to break
his oath.to the Klan too badly — that as lors as the quastians &id not
interferes with his fellow men he would be willing to.answer any questions
prosented to him, He:did not think thet. the Elan les been.guilty of = lot
of thz.nss it hos bean- accused of throughout the years. L

© Bo mntlomd tba.t thara were two caths. he had talcen one to tha
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Records of honarsble discharges maintained by the Clerk of the

- Court, .01 snge Counity Courthouse, rsflecte that the:discharge for TILLMAN

H. SEVTH is filed 'in Bock 39, page 695, This discharge reflects that ESLVES
eatered tke U, S. army on vlaw 15, 1918 =t Ik:*rlmston, South Carolina z2nd was
honcrstly discharged on April 18 1919, ' The reason for discharge was demob~
ilization, This discharge: recard roflacts further that BCLVIY hod overseas
duty in Srance from October 28, 1918 to March 23, 1919, ' He was Teported

es having en excellent c.h_.rac‘cer ab the time of discaarge. -BELVIS hed. the
rark of Private with Serial. #2993479 end wes a member of ..a.ttery D, 307th
F:.eld &srtillery, .

_ Mr. and irs.. DCLID T, RYEOII Loke P:Lck:att Rond advised that
BRELVIZ owned approxizately 40 acres of. 12nd in that v:.cinlty enl that
TILVIN bad been living thore for approxizately one ond o helf years, They
stc.ted they first beceme scq_u...mted with BFLVIN: when he shot.one of their
cows.a. day or two after k2 hnd moved un Lake Pickett Rond, IZELVIN hod told

- Mr, SYZOLYT thdt he shet the cow irn self-defense, nr, RYBOID stated ks kmow

nothirg concerzing ESLVIN's Hloh activities and tha® thers:hed beea no . .
d,ynam.te usad in the Laks 2ickett sectiam to his lpcwlelze in the l-st thres
jesrsy : . - : . ‘

3. C. -\.LICO:&, .E_‘oz‘e::an for the Circle O Hanch, stated he was not
well acqueinted with ESLVTY es he hed crply tadked to him about twice in the
last year end o half,- H2 said he knew nothing concerning BELVIN's acti-
v:.t:.es and that to his z:no‘;ledge dyn&.alte hnd not been used at ths r..ncn for

long tize, ‘

IIJ'TL J. EDGE, erovk, Iore..an at tbhe Circle C Honch, stated h. w25 not
acqua:wted with 33TVIN, "Ec sdviséd thot spproxicately two years 5go Symonites
kaé been used to blast .~ ditch on the renge. E= said.that a Mr, CU*!&.E hod
dacs this blasting for .t.he T2nch ond that soma of the dynamite was still
stered in a barn, This dyromite wes exacined by Special agents CLIAHSCAIES
ond ADESEQLD And it was noted that it was duPont 60% dynemite. snd that the
Circle C Rang2 has twenty five sticks of it storat in 2 barn,

- oDG3 saié that this d.'yna;uzu\, bed - bOcn there for at lzast o year snd
a kalf =nd that no ane had stolen any to his knowladga. :

. W, C. TANXNER, Laks Pickett Road, .dViS‘*d that he kas lmown ZTLVIV
for abcut the last fifteen years, Z-Ie Seld. that pricr to moving to tho ‘
Lake Pickett section, BELVIN hal opcrated an sutomobile garage -in Orlando,
Taride: said that BI‘.L\IIN kad been seriously ill for tks last thres years and:
that he had spert two manths in tha hOSplt'\.l during .-mgust and septbsz\.r '
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1951 TL0EA said that ho did not kmow the reesen for BELvms illness o - "jg

. alsc was ccnt'\.ct,.d by an individual named JOI=R fron Curistoas, Flm‘id.a 8

. Florile,

CPissdifS
Mﬂ. 44"270

. TalER adnsecl he thoue,bz BELVIN. bod been active in. KL_n actlvlt:.es , P
untll about tioree years ago wken it had been nPcessary for BEL\IIu to drop : ) i
out: becensas of his. henltn. : :

- TALER s2id that to his lmowledge no one in the La.kza Pic:rett Scction
M becn using any dynamte.

' : Confidentlal Itfersant T-l of krown reclisbility advised that c.urint,
the cozth of November, 1951 EELVIN contactu-l the Xiesizmee auction Markat at
Kissimice, Florida, Ihis inforzsnt s2id this was on Noverber 14, 1951, EIVIN

‘leader from Titusvills, Fiorida on November 21, 1951, In.formant thcugz:.t that
JOLEx was conn.ctec. with the Raj\usy Express Go:sxpany ' .

Infar.ant stated firther thet EELVIN contacted ZREST SLI:E at el
senford, Floriéa, telephone #821-M or Jovecher 28, 1951, FELVIN, also con— .
tectcd an unknown porsan <t Ovicdo, Flarica, tul'*}.nﬁne #2201 on tho sens Zate. 3
This informant also aiviscd that on. Decc_ber 15 1°).L RV again coptoeted -
Ers3al SLIGF 2t Senferd, Florilda, , T

: . Docc:.ber 19 1951 TELVE contr.cted ad OSE’H ALLISG.‘& of the Cleen
Bal.a Coqany, Falls Clur ch, Virzinia, .

On Decesber 19, 1951 BELVIL\I-dsd c‘onta,c'tea o kv, O at Ze1lwoos,
Cn Decoober 20 1951 TEOMAS E..I.VIN contuc:t a¢ T H. BELVIN from
kacon, Georgis,.

‘o Decezbor 23, 1951 . --**rm cantacted T, Ho BEIVIS froc Chorlos—. |
tan, Scuth Ce.rolina. : >

Tho inforcant stated thc.t cn Dececlier 27, 1951 EZLVIN contacted
MaK? GILMGRS at 2369 Oviclo, Florica,
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The followins mvestlgﬂtlon was conducted by Spec:.al agents: FP.;.;&.

.
i

, iB3CE, TOBLSS 3. MaPTHEWS end JAES Pe SHAGCH on Jamuary 20, 1952:

RaSlo: TIIL‘w HOLL.?%LVI&, e.lso Imcrwn as Curley Eelvin,
intngivad masz:uch as bs is a principal suspect m this ca.s\..

“TIlIMal. BOLLY ZRIVIN also known as CUARLY E= V'.L‘.v was contacted at

kis houa Route 4, Box 400 Lake Drawdy (which is 16 nil=s "outside -cf Orlaudo)
' wnere he mecuten a waiver of -search, . The following art:.clas wers notad as
result. of th:.s seerca of 3...LVI‘L\T'5 home: . y ) -

. A Stevzns .].2 gauge shotzun,. nodel €20, ‘oearing no v:a'a.ble serial nurber

2 .30 callbre center fire Winchester riﬁes, nodel 9.4‘

A 422 callbre Mossberg rifle

‘4 38 calibre Police Positive: plstol baving serial 7'#113905 with 8¢,

Petersburg Polica Depart.n:.nt #141 on the froce

4 Suith and Wesson ,44 ca].ibre pistol serial’ #6.2207 having frams #24470

a pa.l.'r of high top black laatr.=r kunting boots
4 light red hnting cap which wes in ths fom of a. baseball cap, sizs 7%

Thereafter LILL.;...». 3EIVIY wes interviewsd ot the Qrlando R.s:.c».,nt
AZency vy bpec:.al hgents FRaK ¥, MEECH, TWBIaS B, MAYTEEWS, JaMud P, '
224NINCN end Assistant Special Agent i Gh,rge vl W, RS and furm.sn.,d ‘the
following inforpation: ‘

at the beginninz of the’ mtewicvu BELVIN claized ke did not kmow
of any reason why ha was Geing interviewed by the FSI, Hed not even heard
toat the F3l was conducting an investigation in ths Orl ndo area but stated
he was willing to cooperate to the extent taat he would not have to break
his oath.to the Klan too bad.],v ~— that as lors as the quastians Gid not
interfers witia his fellow men he would be willirg to.answer any questions
prosonted (to him, He:did not think that. the Elan les been. guilty of a lot

of things it has beson- accused of thrcughout t“e years,

- Ho zmntlomd tbat there werc two oaths hs had taken one to tha
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Klon and cne to the United States, tkat his oath.to the United Statas wes
superior to.the Oath of the Klan e.nd if a men did wrang that he would
. ®spill on Mim," He resieried he hed never belonged.to the Southern Enizhts
of the Klen because it was not "uplifting to tho country," that. the becbers
-of that outfit did not abide by their caths navor to divulge the names of
the. menbers and that thay (The Southern Knights of the ﬂan) got out and
told people thsy weuld "spill co tke Georgis Klam®, - ,

: Many of these members of the Southern Kzushts ‘of the {dan have .
‘been kicked out of the Georgiz Klan hecause of such:activities, HELVIN was
not specific as to the actual a.ctiv:.tiea which cau.sed thesa md.ividmls to.
be ous'ced from the Georg:.a Klan,. 4 :

 BELVIN. exhlbited a 1951 membn.rship ca.rd of tke Assocmt:.on of

Georgla Klans (uGX) bearing #20301 which was to be void after karca 31, 1951A

bearing a pencilled notation in the lower right cornar (&\C)(mstm\.t)
ant uhe nueral 1 circled, . : :

ZELVIN nade ths statem..nt ¥1 have keerd thet they havs &or:3 .
wrong-but did not, or: would not explain it., He had been a member of tha’
Klan for 25 years having jolned in Orlando, Floridéa, Es explained the

Klon grew tremendously at the tize of the sl S.ITS-ECOVER elaction in which

ths Klan was very instrusantal in electing BO(UVZh, Aafter that elactica the
¥lan was relatively inactive tetween the period 192&-42, For fivas yoors
during that period ane. FPID B:SS (dcceascc) wes the Zxzalted Cyclops of ths
Orlazéo branca of the Klan, :

To illustr=te tne desire of the Klan to rid itself of cartain
cutlaw or terrorist incividuals ord groups, he expl=ined that over nine
 years ago a grouo headed by LES D4VIS, who can be locatad at DAVIS! Drug
Storeg in winter Ge.rcen Florida, was b,nished beceanse that group were an~
geget in terrorist nct:witi;.s _enins* negroes end that it was because of

- thed tpat the Klan at thet time was being chergec with terrorist qctiv:.u-es.

' after that flare up in 1941 cr 1942 tke Klon virtually foldad
until 1947 or 1948 2aly having a hendfal of meabers during thet period,
It was through tne efforts of lim D.VIS; &, G, ECWRIL, g carpenter of
Ocoee, Floride end M, G, HOWARD, a Ior..er local Magistrate or Justice of
toe Pece (who is presently allsged to be in Jonns-Eopkins Hospital with
cencer) teat tne Klen in the Orlendo area: was rum'ec:.

, BeLVIH claims he d.oas not know why the xﬂ_m was re vj.ved thet ke
did nect lmow tke intentions of the Klan at that time inssmuch as no ode ever
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told hixz, ai’tar the revival of the: Crlancdo branch of ths Klan 124 DLVIS
was- elcctod aecrbte.ry of th: btranch; R, . BCELL was elected Exalted .

E Cycmps ang e Go DnaED was elected 2 Klo Klar commitisezan, -

"It is BRLVIN's. bolxef that. .unRL BROCKLYL, wHo was 2 uembn of -
tb., Crlondo ledge of the Georgia Klen during ths entire period. that ke ..

. (32LVIx) belonged to that. group, was & cember of thet swall group in the

Crlando brench which was hsaded by Laf DaVIS. Be described fi-KL BI00LLTW

28 & man of limited elucaticn whose intentions are fplusd good" tut who
. gets off cn. tha wrong foot if there is no one to guice him. EBROCKIYN was

ra.b:.d in his ideas ani used to gt up on the floor to suggcst ralicsl
lires of action for the Xlar and could ensily persusde the rast of ths

 wenbars (most. of wkom a.lso lacl»'.ad any ferm ..clucatlon) to JOJ.D. him in

his pr:>posals.

The ¥ Zb:alted CJclcps who wo&lcl,. ofj c.ou'rse, be t.-ha. laadér, of any-
discussicn at o atmg, wou.lé kave to use o very strong bond in ordsr to
‘guide tee discussion aci stop such individuals as ErockIyn. It so beppens?
that IES DAVIS, who. was e very persussive: speskoer, possessed the sonoe
Tacieal. t&tdmcies 2s' BaCOXLIN, and, in. fc.ct« fostered ths proposals of -

BaCCLY, rasa.ltina in a very de.qgerous s:.tu.ﬂtion for ths: Orlando orn_.ch
of ‘the Alan.

It shoulé e noted that ZSLVIK would not divulges the exact n-turs
of tne proposzls of BROGLL: but rather spoks in ganerslitiss.

In c'x;].ai.rnl.n== Zwil, SROKLY:!' s philosoplly on negroes he stated it '
was the:8sie 28 his own, ne dic not think TROCKLIN bated tke Nsgro racs

~ but that if a good n0eTo was urery or neaéed. some assistarce it was ths

cuty of the white con to faed hiz =24 kzlp hinm until he could get back on
his own feet and could help birself,

. EaKL TROCKIYS ran the Orlando branch of ths Klen and wes dnre—
strainsd whils EOWIIL am;‘. DaVIS werz ths officers; .

, BELVIN stated he r\.,)oined the ¥lon in 1548 tnrough the. induceiant
of JL4Y BVEsETl of Qrlanco, EVZRETL askel hiz to take: over froa IEE DAVIS
_proicising that if he wers willing to run for Zxclted Cyclops the meabership

weula vote hin in, After 3ELVIN egreed to this proposition ‘he was’ elec.w
Zxelied Cyclops for the yenr 1949, Eo explained thst thore are 13 officer
in a l@.ée or branch .- . Elan, thot the Dxalted Cyclops is virtually t&

" ruler of ths Xlan, ingszuch es h. controls the proc%ure ard discussmn ot a

mGstl.nQ .
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EEL’JIN who. iunne the interview, continually pled loss of: meEary:
. Zue to a spinal m,Jury incurred whils e.‘:plOJGL at ths Orlando &ir 3ese in -
spproziantely 1944, claiusd he wes ucabls to furhish specific infaormation
corceraing ths imt:.ty of the officials of tne Klan, E> claiss that
. as soon =8 he become Zxalted Cyclops of the Qrlando lodge of the ueorga.'a ‘
‘Klan dissention broke out because La wovld not stané far o ..nyone going
out, pickihg up soreone =nd triaming them,

It wes proper procecurs- thet in the event any Lmvidual seaber

of the Klan Mmew of a person or pérsons gailty of a violation of the lew
cr improper tebavior that rezber was obligated to present his compleoint
ir writing to ths. 2xalted Cycleps who wes ex officio the head of the %o
Elen coaittes,. The other thres members of ths Flo Klen comrittes wers -
elacted by popular vote of the mezbership asids from the routine elsction
of officers of the loége. It was the duty of the committes to lnvestigate -
.proposed. mecbérsof the Xlan as well as te inves tigate any codplaints re-

ceived froo zecbers: of th;. Klan,. ' Co

Aft=r racelving a coxy lamt it was the duty of the: comttee to
g - lovastigate the matter so that all the information possibla could be ob-
_. teizsed ard turned over to the proper Iaw enforcsnernt officials for pross-
cution.  Es remarisd that while he was tbs Zxalted Cyclcps Be had to
®hold EaRl, sROQKLy downf in. oeiking suggestions froo ths floor, Hs has
hzd to "sot down" on Zail SROGKLTY at one tims because ha (BROGKLYK)
wanted to thrash .a white man two years sgo — this white —on having been
‘accusad of havinz interccurse with his own danghter, 3ELVIN cloics the.
facts of this crims should havs been turnsd over to ths autborities, how-
_ aver he s8its it wes not doms and ths zan was naver prosccuted, Ho stated
- the.accused z2n was never whipped or puished by the Xlen itself but rather
laft the Stzte for Gscrgia after hs was told by cesmbers of the. Klen to -
lecve, Z2ZLvIG stated he was cc-pletoly umble to focall the id entlty of
tna wnito man,.

. When q_uestiom.d about h:.s -‘ctivities- at ths tize of the Grovolané
riots and irncicents, ZZLVIN advised ke went over to Groveland himself after
having been picked up by four other mecbers of the Orlanio lodgs, two of

. vhoin. wers A, C, YaTSS, 28 yeoars of age ~nd H, G HC'WGLL, the carpenter of
Ccoce. (The icentities of the other two he could not rocall) .

a He. stated that inasmuch es ke was Zxalted Cyclops of the Crlande
lodze 2t the tioe he went over to ksep his zeaobers. (the Orlando meckhers
cf the ;(lon) out of any violence, He adritted he heard some shots teing |
fired froo: tl:... dz.r\.ct;on of rascot, ‘i‘lorid; :L cl..imd that tha .euters ‘
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of the E:Lan who were at. the: Groveland scens were mainly fram the ﬁpopka,
group of the Klan and again stated he was unable to recall the identitiss

f th;.se jndivicuais inasmuch as his memory has failed him dus to his i1l =
" bealth, E= sald. he did not know whstmr or not .ubR'L BRCOKLYN wenv ovar ‘to

~Groveland,

E2 eXplaJ.z'ed that this activity an nis part in refusme, to a..low

any of ths Orlando branch members in taking part in the Groveland ricts
caused a defimfe split in the Orlardo lodgs of the Xlan,. -

A short time. aftar the Groveland incldents four men, —embers of

the Orlando lodge, approacned him and asksd him to reszgn. He lzarned.
that tkese four zen, F, B, LOGMIS, unCertaker at Winter Garden; ‘ MOKGAN
Z0darD; Ba¥isGd G EQ‘EL.\.: the Ocoes carpenter and a ran who opersted a

_grocery store near Ti11mariville. (whose rcazzs he could not recall) had. had

a m2ctinz the evening before at LOQMIS'undsrtaldng establishzent, ZZLVLIF

_stated ks did not resign immediately tecamnse actuslly he was not under '

oclization to resign since they had no basis for charges sgainst hkim but

‘¢id turn ic bis resignaticn gbout ten days or two wseks efter the Groveland

inc¢ident, mainly tzcause his bealth was declining and he was physically

unable to make the trip to the meeting. place at the cezent block buildirg on

winter Garcsn Road (which is now owned by the iinter Garden group of the
Elan), At one tize the Orle.ndo grou'o met in the woods south of Widter
Garder on RElawassee Hozd, :

: It sbould bs noted that when BILVIN was Exzlted Cyclops the ucm-
bership of the Orlando lodgs was about 550 to 600, Since resignirg as |
Exalted Cyclops after sarving anly e period of adbout six months, REINIT
claics he stayed on far a while but paid little attention to tuB Qan a..é.
is actually inactive,

He claixs he does nét mow dhO ara. ths present officers of the
Orlendo lodzs of the Klan but beliaves that EILIZ JACESQH (building con~
tractor nsar Perfasction Dairy, Orlands) was the axalted Cyclops last year
electicns baing held ec.ch year,

ATV claimed that he has mever Teen an any "rides" in recent
years but ‘that zany years azo he was with a craw that did go on a fride™;
however, he refused to be sPecific es to the nature of the friden, :

Ee claims that while He was oo the Elo Xlan cocmttae of th..

. Orlando lodge whils Zxzlted Cyclops for the pericd of six zonths, tha

caunittec cacducted no ille.fal opsrations. but hanclled routine work of the,
Klan. : : .
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.n’ELVI‘nI insists that be never d;Ld wear the robe of his own volition '

anc. ca=g rear bectdnz out of the Xlen bscause of it, : He dismissed the idea
of wearing a hood etaumg Mthe hood nas been off and cutlawed for mery
yea.rs L N

In: furtber cl:.scussmu tha riénts of negroes- gxd- the C—'ovaland

: J.nc:.ue'ﬂs -BELVIN belioves negroes are huian beings and should be allowed

to vote but. he woulé not let them eat 2t the table. with him and actually
believes few nezroes really want to eat with the white pcople. EHe. “Jcplained

it is his ides that if a negro goes wrong (like in the Groveland case) b2

skould receive a quick trial and quiclk Justzce so that people would for-
get it, He belicved the law should prevail, However, he did state that
if thars was no qu:.ck triel a man has the” rig,ht to overstep the law.

S Whea- press d for his conclusion 8s to whather or not ha beli=v\,d,
the defendant in the Groveland cass received fquick justice™ ZLVIN per— -
sistently evaded the question, Es simply remerked that some other action.
would have to be taken if the law didn't. operate qumkly and that it was
easy to throw so..aane J.nto lawless ections,.

BEIVI: fu.rtner stated that on occasions several years azo be used
to visit the meetings of ths Apopkas lodge, H2 beard froc R, G. SIEPERS

- (Cecessed), a former meuber of the Apopia branch, that sbout five or six

mezhers of thet lodge had becn ousted from the organizetion becaase they
wers “tald.,n? thirgs ‘into their owvn heonde™ ané were koeping. things to
vos (probably referr:.i:x.E= to the outsids conference conductzd by

erratic activities and also alleged to have gono to the atlenta Heedquarters
r;.portine, imcrme.tlon which was not trus concerning tke apopka group,.

: STEPERIS end one M. 2. WalE (who wers descrited as dacent f‘.llows
by BLIVIN) were suspénded from the Apopka lodg\. efter their opponsxt, the

Exalted Cyclops of tks ladge had recordings cafe of a secret con:ﬁ.reuce keld
- by Wil and SIEPSEib with their supporters, Thsse recordings wers meds by

an ex~s2a captein (nane forgotton by SLVIM) and prasented as evidence
agpinst the SDEPERNS-WMIE gToup at the headquarters in astlanta, BELVIN
claius no one has ever spoken of what was wn these racordings,

Mr, FHOEZK, tha béad of tha :.CLan cem: dovn fron Atlanta, in-
quircd coucerning the dissenticn in the Apop&‘ group and reinstatad . walls,
SIoPERNS and tha othsrs who had teen custed, after that ths Apopka branch

split up, The man who was the Zxalted Cyclops of thz ipopke branch tecars |

angTy at the sction of RCPEA in reinstating tha ousted zecbers and -joined

- 146 -

%
4
1

Y

W



S ST RS Ler Y Tl e e T . . -
i adeNiers N P P e N e B T R I A PR BV
Rt LT . . : RRES 3

JPS: S

. M 44—27,0

. BILL faDrIX,. Soutbarn Zmohts of -the Klan wi th othors from the spopks

lodge, .-xccnru:mg to. BELVLY this broke up the drigioel ipopka brancn of - |
the Goorgia Klen and the cliarter eitber died or was ravoked, M. Ei WilB

.and two othsrs (n2res not rocalled by BELVIN) obteined a charter for a

‘soparate ipopka bronch of the Georgia Klan ‘six.months agp and aIE is-
probably tho Exelted Cyclops of tnat locge, USLIPHENS was the recording

secrotary just prior to his death

BELVﬁu mdastam.s that. BV HROGETY did not tr.nsfa fro_. the .
Orlando. lodge to the Winter Garcen lodge of the Georgia Xlen until about -

four or fivoe months sgo, He understends thet BiRL SROCELLN is a mécdor of @
the .Wintor Garden lodge of the Georzia ﬂen but kas never been in 2 posm— .

tion to 1mow that it is.official,
Bs. exolained that the cucumstmces wharaby BuRL ‘*ROOAI,YJ left

‘ths Orlanco lcdze of the Goargia Klan and trensferrad to the Wintar Garden

lodge bhas becn closely kept rexeridng fyoa know he is awfully funny, If

he docsn!t get his own. way ke will go .socewherz olsef, ILELVIN claics be

has nzver boen sbla to get apybody to talk sbout BaWL RROGELWN's tren szcr
tc the Wintor Garden lodzs but belicves that inasmuch as he was raised

- Ococa, - Florida, Eirl BROGELIN was persueded by some of tho ma:bers cvor in

that localitv ’co transfer to Winter Garden. -

Ea cLums TARL hes b=en a hard worl-:ar at his =cnloy'_ent 2t ths
buper Concrate Compary and hasalt bean able to & vary much work in tioe
Elon becauss ha was operated on for a stemech a:.lment in the Florida
Seni tariun in recont years,

Imcediately sfter ZELVIN!s resignation as Exalted Cyclops of tho

Crlande branch of: the Geargia Xlan, IEE DaVIS aid ths others sacretly u‘*-
" tained a charter for.a winter Garden lodge of the Georgia Klan, If he had

known Li3 LaVIS and thess othors wers in the process of sscratly cbtaining
the charter for the Winter Gerden lodgs frow the atlante Zsadquerters, Le

‘'weulc certoinly have stopped it,.

Wocn quostionsd cencerning his lmowleégz of ZaRxY T. MCORE and any
othor negrc leaCors and their activities in the Staete of Florica, BELVIN
persistcd in cdenying he even knew EaRRY MOOPE or the identity of’ any negro
lcaders, Bo called-the NasCP "the Naticnal Colored Poople!s Betterment
Losgue®, claiced he never heard that members of thet group were active in
Orlands and the otate after the Groveland ircident end further cleized that

the first tirs he heard the neme HaRRY 7. MOCR2 was W‘len he egw it in tbo '

ncws;:acc.r tiz day aftw MOCRE was lulleda.
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Hs insisted tnat the Klo Klan comt:lttee ‘while he was in it

" naver tcck irto consideration the activities of any spacific negro- J-B&C.ers‘

but ha atrits naving. heard talle of neé;ro lcaders generally.

, ‘ ZELVIN states ze nevgr sew any flocr plan of the hope of EiRaY .
T, MOGRE 2nd clains that the cnly tire e wes ever in Mims or stopped in
Mizs was 20 years ago when his truck broks down at thke center of Mics,

Es states ho might have driven through Mims but has never stopped thers
sincs that time 20 yoers ago., Hs cleius he has not beean m Tltusv:.ua

in cver 10 years a.nd was in Gocoa. Beach in 1936,

‘ The nams FOEE(EEBRY sounds very famlier to h;m bu+ he cannot
actually place it. . .

-Since- ths death of HARRY MOGRE he ha.a hea:rl 40032 was trymg to

g,ct ﬂnigger equality,”

whan questmned cancerning the four or five incidents in Orangs .
Count" during the pest yeer in which violencs occurrcd, EZININ claized
ig,;orance - . ol all except the ELMER JAES incident whdein a negro hoce

. was burned. B alleges that he contn‘uutad. a sum of woney. to assist thks .
: 11852‘0 in recovaring his loas. .

BELVIE further claics ba was surpriaed when the Misms explosicn
heppened, doesn't know who cculd hove dons it and doudts that Klanscen in
tha Orla..;do -ares weuld bave gats enough to stick dynsuite under a house,
Woon asksd if he kmew who might have perforzed such a deed at Mizs, hs
replied it tight have cowe from the Klan in Miami,Although he has never
bsen thers perscnally, dees not know a any individual mezber of the Miad

Klar, hs has beea tcld there is a wild cet ¥lan in idiesi, He was unadle

to elabcrate any further and could not recall who told hio about the Miemi.
Klan but sugzested thot the Grand Dragon at wildwood (whose name he coudd
nov recall) would be in a position to furnish inforietion concarni::e, tho
activities of the Miami ..J.an .

Tre topic of =xplosires was brougsht into the intc,rview. BELVILI
ra2lated that iomediestely after ke bought the acroage where be is now ra-
siding he desired to clzer a small patch of lard for cu.ltxvation, Inasmuch
zs ha never hendled a stick of dynamite in his life prior to that tipe, ,

ZALVIN hed HOY FdsSY coms out to the property and blow some of ths stu:ps
with dynacite,  Fecausa ROY RiMSEY was slow adout it and only worked at .
it a few heurs a day;(RanSEY is alleged to have stated hs did not desirs

" Vs ccoticus Qyngmiting studps over-a lang pericd of tice in any ons day

‘- 1108 -'l-
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becens: a verscn is apt to tecoms careless and somebody mlcht be hurt ﬂzm
therzfers he would only work a short time on any day in blowirg stumps.)
CELVIR = arranged with a bulldozer operator then doing a. job neer Narcucy,
Floride (whose name he does not recall) to cowe to tke acrenge on the
laks and push ths. stumps. off the land, Dislodgirg tkese stumps cost ap-
_ pron.atuly #5. o stugp,  The bulldozer operator sugsested to hin that
it would be easzar and cheaper, to do it with: d,nar.:im.. .

, The oparator furnished one case. of 402 dynanite 2né slow burning
‘ zetch fuse, ZELVIN claired that he resd the instructians that came with
the dynamite and tlew the rest of the stumps on that small portion of land
ha wag cleering, At the tiie, woich wes approxizately two ycars ago, .
. FSLVIN owned a. tract of appro:d.:ataly 160 acres but clearst anly a very
smll portion of tha tract

He further insists this was the only tize he ever hanéled ‘
diracite in his life, Thers wers only three sticks of dynecite left froo -
. the cass and he threw thsse thres into the laks, A4s a reason for not using
- ‘dynemite or not being eble to use dynamite, ZELVIN claims that becanse of
his illness, which prevents him from rurning, ar oainteining his equilibriun,
be would not be ablz to run away from a dynam-te ble.st. A

It should be noted thet EELVIN. cleims be ie unable to 1ift pere
thon 20 pounds at a tice ard is unable to clench either fist becanse of the
. swelling in tke joints of his fingsrs, HESIVIN claizs that about six weeks
ago ke nrd & "black out™ in the street and spent sometize in ths Floride
Senjvariuz in Orlando receiving transfusisons snl other treatcents uncer the
cere of Ir, SUTZER, Ha has also been raceiving treatzents off and on in
recect years at the Crisndc Orthopelic Hospital snd the Zay Fines Veterans
Hospital, A ,

Recently he sold his property an the leke and is presently loolk-
.ing for a place closer to town inas=zuch as he has been instructed if re is
not’ within quick riding distance of a hospital bz would not be able to
urv:l.va another atteck.. .

_ ﬁEL\‘D.‘I sfntes ke wes at hcze on Christzas  day with his wife and
twa sons, JaY exd TEOMAS, who wers visiting him, ZHe arose at 9:30 ar 10
LM, Ciristins dEJ and hzd dinner at 2 P.ii, He cleics he does not know
wpether or not be and his fanily kad suppcr ina restcnrant in Orl,ne.o
zgain plead.mg faulty mewory, -

B> believes that a EOBSIZ MEDLI:, e!:.ployee of tre "lorlda SNTTET |
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.newap pe.r erendo r..:.ght bave vis:.ted Aths BELV]J.V hora, som;.ti..e durmg
Chnatmas day. : ‘

mring tha interview BE.’LW.N 'w.de the following observ: t:.ans about
vanoua individnals concerning whon he was quest:.ored»

- EDGsk EROOAI,YB bas been an officer of the Qrlando locdge of tha
.Georsla Klan but ha cannot. furpish: any otber Ainfarcetion about EDGAR
BI‘CO:‘I,XN'B act1vit1es* ' . . _

-

The nars- Admum is famher to him;

: " He does not recall wbeth.r or not 2-1. Ee VAR was at Groée]iadd‘
at the time of the incicents;

: ZM«EIT EART is a mesber of tbe apepka. branch and coulcl hava been
at Grcveland at ..he ti::e of the mczde.nts' .

_ ' Bs cannot recall whether or not EOY RAMS”JY was a.t Grovelpnd at
the time of the incidents but states that ROT RaMSEY is a good sort of a
boy end does.not belisve he is too reckless

Pal Eall is a"pecuhar cuss, they threw the pattarn away whsn

he ﬁas pade™ — PsT tried to be his frioni at the time of the dissention in

the Orlando lodge arising out of the Groveland incidents — Pal quit the
orzenization after BELVIN resigped as Exalted Cyclops ané bas: attendod
arly two or three meetings since that time, EBe doesn't know whether or nct
P4l Esll was at Groveland at the tizs of the incilents —~ FAT Hull, end

BEesl. BBOOKILYW don't get- along togetier, To illustrate thet they do not
asscciate with each other, 3ELVIN related that. about a year ago Zarl
ZHAOCKL.Ys was sick and whn SOLVIN celled PiT Eall end questicrned hia about
it P4T didn*t even imow thet ZTBCCZLTN bed been ill;

Ho lnows SAITH MaWING who belorged to toe Orlando Klan while he
(BELVIN) was Bxalted Cyclops and would bring up all sorts of proposals,
socetizes suggesting that the taks out 2 man and thrash hiz just for tba

- lock of somethning to do —~ ke did not believe SHITE MalnING nor PAT FalL

haed teen attending Xlan ncetings very regularly in recent years,

ZELVIN states that no particular person was the custodian of thre:

cecbership 1ists in a Xlan lodge but thet it was a practics of keeping. :
tLe icentity of the person with such custedy e secrety The lists. or ook

weuld be continually on the =ove from cpe rember to another and sometizes
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thrze or *‘our duu:w books would be kept circulating in arder to conceal
the. wh-areacouts of the true llst.

7 At e tine the collect:.on of Gues was in: the rends ofMQEGAN
_ ﬁba-atﬁ) dues being collacted eith;.r qua.rterly ar azmue.lly

‘ when questioned concerning IEQN EJTCEESQR, _r.LVI.LI replied ths
mly HUICIESON he knew was the men who 0peratad the _.utchescn ‘I'ractor Con- -
-pany in Crlando,

The following is 2 description of TIU.M;.N EOLLY BELVDI as ob~

Nama . TILL¥al BOLLY BSLVL'
Race - " White »
Sex S 7 Male
Born . - 10-29-93 -
Flace of birth Sunter: County, ‘South Caroline
. Beight : 5t ll%"
veight = 230 -
Byes ‘ I Blue,. wears horn rizced glasses
Eair ‘ Gray -~ slight tinge. of black
Cocplexion = ~ Rough with szllow tinge in colar.
JBuild - Heavy
Occupation antooobils m.chanlc - unemplof\d
i Pbyszcel condinon Poar, allegedly has heert condition
o as result of extreme spinal injury
in 1944; joints, perticularly lyss
, swollen.
Peculiaritizs. ~ Snmall feet, size 8 shos
Father JAME‘,S'.MONRQE BELVIN, deceased
Mother S8aRaH. EENRSTTI, decsased
Srothars . DU'L\QAL\ L. 2BLVIN, Sanmter, S.C.

{0k M,. BELVIN, Concom N.C.

WILLIAs T, SELVLN, Fort Myers Florida

Sisters : " Mrs, BILL (MAlLE °_mb01\7 Fltvgerald
o Geargia
: Mrs. a.-JLuID (:ama) AR TS, where-
. abouts unimown, _
wWife o ELSIS VIOLs MCERISQN, narried

: . Kissirmee, Florida, 1925
Daughter . Mrs, RORSAT HARRISON (ZLIsDE
S .Lw‘?ﬁb) SaGLIL, 118 icKae,
Orlando. -
_ . 151 B
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. Fducation
- Employment
Residence
Past residences

LN ) [ . R B [ o 3
L T SER R LN U R A NPV ‘,. WA,y BN A, 1« I T R S D
T Soa N ~ e D A S

' JaY EDWARD BELVL\I Y.ML Cose, Switer,,

South Carolina -
THRAS HELRE3ELVIN, Atla.nta Southzrn

' College, Fharmaceuticel =ranch, stlanta .
- Residence: Y,H. C.A., A’clanta Georgie.,
9th grade.

#2993479, bonorably dischargcd 1919

-~ also I:Lngerprmted as.civilian em~
ployee Orlando sir 3Base, norlu var
I

1922 Cen'cr_.l Machine: zpd Parts,
Oxlando as mechanic. . .
self-émployed, auto garage. 20 odd

' years.,

Box 4C0, Route 4, Lal= Drawdy, Oranga

Couanty, I'.Lorida.

419 S, BEoghey Stra;.t Crlando &-4-37
to 1950 :

- 2137 W, Jackson Street, Orlando 1927~

37 -
— azelia Street, Orl..ndo &-21-21 or

22: %o 1927

: Photogr wphs in various poses were teken of TILIMM\‘ BEI.VIN wi‘ch his-

. It should be noted that insofar as BELVIN's explanation of his -
wherestauts Christmas day, 1951, he c¢ontinued to plead faulty memory. At
first he stated that his de.ughter, ELLAINE BAGNELL visited him and the
f2rmily Christmas day tut immediately changed his mind, saying that she
didn?t come down frodi Oil City, Permsylvania until January, 1952. He stated
that his two. sons, above named, had.Christmas dinner with them. He insisted

‘he could not recall whether or not the entire family traveled into the City

of Crlando that evening for Christmas supper..
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' Tke fol._ow:.ng investlgatlcn was cenductpd by Special .ugent in
Char&.., W. @, DURKS apd Specxe.l Agents TMBLS E. B':A.'ITB.".Wb and RI3EXT n..
. Bailvimis On Jo2nuery 20, 1952:. : .

BuSIs: Brs, TILLMAN E. BELVIN, w:.fe of suspect mvm inter— _
" viewed for any in.formatlon ghe would furnish reg:a.rdmg husbandls =~ |
KI.:( -activities, - . S

i

C . Mrs, TLLL.;uI E. BELVIN, Route 4, Box 400 Lake r.mm‘ Ore.nge :
County, Florida, advised she and TILL«!AN EOLLY BEIVIN heve baen married
- for 26 years and for the pest 16 months Have rasidsd in their residence on
‘Boute 4, Sha stated that they forzerly resided on Bughey Strect in
Orlando Floridsa, where Bﬂ.vm ope.atea an- autonob:.le rapair garage.

, Sbe :furtner ..dnsad that mm has not been employed for ay-
- proxizately two years dus to.ill hezlth, Sbe also stated that eporaxi-
,‘ . nately 16 months ago they purchased 1€0. acres of land om'BRouts 4 ‘far -
136,000, cash and since that tize thay kave constructed their present .

R residance an. Route 4, She further reiated they bave now.sold the resi-

- dcnece and are presently andeavering. to ‘locate living quarters near Say
Pines, Floridi, in ordsr that BTLVIN =gy receive. md:.cal attwtim at the
Veterans ﬁospztal located at Bgy Pings, .

: Shs saié that approximately cns year ago thay sold 120 ecres
of the originsl 160 dcres purchessd on Koute 4 and received $6,500, She
, also stated they previously cwned an spartient houss in Orlando which . they
[' .- bave so0ld ond tbey are presently receiving $75. a month from'a hoasa whlch
. ' nh.y own and rent in Orlando.

In regard to ZELVLi's: presaent 1llm,ss she stated he has r‘.celvad
'thres months medical attentien at Zay Fines '-md also has received medical
ettention at the Florida Sanitariun in Orlau_io. She described his -
physical condition as belng of such a nature that he hes not been anywhere .
03 hiaself for the past 17 years, ghe said his present illness began ap-
proxizately 5 years ago and in rocent. conths ho has not Zone snywhers without
ber accompan,,ring hia inssmich as he fears an =ttack =ight occur at any tl_c
Shs statsd she does not lmow the exact:naturz of his pa:,'smal eilsent or’
the "spells" end "black outs® whica h,. suffers, . , ,

. Mrs. BELVIN stated that %o ber knowl sdze hor husband is not
;‘..3 sently nor nas aver. 'b\,\.n connacted with tha *u Flax Kan :Ln any way
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- wratsoaver, S&ke *lso acvised he has .naver spoksn to her regarding any Kn Klux

.Kappa-

R
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Kan sctivity in Orlando of any other area.. She said that if her busband:
'wes or is irescatly a mecher of the Klan it is 2 COx‘I)lOtv SWiSu to.ker,

. dirs. RIIVLi sdvised shs is-personally opposed to the Klsn and Klen acti-

vitics ant ecxpressed tha opinion. hor husband may not have told her that he |

. is or bhaos vecn a Xlan mcmber masmuch as he is awara of her d.lSPp‘OI‘OVal
" of the Xlan, :

She stated. she and her. th.sbe.nd are me::bﬁrs of the @tzst Church

_ent:-she herself is a member of the Women's Auxilisry of the Qdd Faellows

but other than the church sha does not lmow any orgenization 01 which her
busbanu is & member, , oo : S e

Mrs, BELVLS was questionecl as to whetber or not she has ever secn

—r———

. a 'belt buckle in the possession of her kmsband with the letters Wil&E® or o

cross erblem on the buckle inasmuch ‘25 infortation has prnv:tously besn ro- -
parted thet BILVIN at. one time wors = buckle with such type cr insignia
and o;:cnly ‘oo asted he was a uemba.r of the Klen,

iirs. BELVIH admitted ber busbana kad such: type of belt bu.cz:la

" but deniod. ko bed ever told her he was a metber of the Klan ar tkat tho

eobler had any sigrificanc:. In this regerd she stated she racalls: that
on one cccasion somsone e.skad her msbend sbout the buckle and 2t that
tize he made some remerk to the effect that the ¥KX signified Kappe .&..ppc.

. Infarcation was also i'ecenﬂd. pi‘éviously that uﬁ‘S ...'.ILVI... hes
boen very active in the Foments Auxiliary of the Ku ¥lux ¥lan in the
Orlando arsza. .

Mrs, BeLVIN also stated she never hesrd of HalRY T. MOCEZ until.
she read in tna nawspapers of the becking of tha hOOR.J rasidence,

. .She also stated she was unewars of ths fnct trat the FRI was
woking any investigation and no one kas spoken tc her or to her Easband,
to her best knowlcdé regarding any inguiries being mads by the F3I.

: Mrs. BELVIY stated her husbazd is 2 fancier of firesrus ard
has a nuzber of rifles and two revolvers., . She also statad he Has a
perzit to carry a gun, She was qu—stmn;.d as to why her husband kesps

two loaded revolvers undor his pillow, To this inguiry she stated he had
rever ¢discussed the satter with her ond she assuuﬂ ha kep’c tha revolvers
as a prot\.ctlon a‘,aj_.st any burg]_: ar int”uder. , ,
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Mrs. B.a IVIH stated sh‘. =nd l'xzr hx:ts'tur4 are- very frlendly end h,ve
bacn for 2 nusber of yoars. with Orange County Sheriff DaVID SLaRR, Sks
" ‘also aans=d they are acquairted with and frequerntly visit Mr, and MES, ,
 EsHL 3RCOKLYN, She says: thet EARL has. not: been to the 3SLVIN rasicence o ]
" on'R-ute 4 but tnce since th: SSLVIKS have resided thers end'on this - - - 7 o
occasian ha caze to borrow 2 plow, She stated thst she does not lmow
whether or not. BROCKLYN is a cewber of the ﬂan

- She also advised sho and her hustend are acqua.mt 2d with tbe |
vJIlL TAlER fax:il,y who ere their neighbors.

Mrs, SELVIN stated her husband to her knowledge,, h-s cever
" been to hims, Florida, Sha does mot know whether or not be hes bes..n to

apopiea,

Mrs, ESIVIN stated Ler k ..usbahd has naver discusséd the oor.bing
of the MYOQHE residence with her or me.de any statements ree,e.r._‘i.ng he
,bo...b:.r:g.

In regzrd. to the actlnby of the ::.Lvm fa,_ily on Chnst_ea gve:
. 1951 Mrs, BLVIN stated she 2nd her husband and her son-in-law and '
dzughter, Mr, and Mrs, ROSSHT BARRISON ZAGNELL, spent Christmas cve &
the ISLVIN residence although during the afternoon they took a ride te
Orlando to look at the Christoas 11g..ts and thersafter returned to the .
ZaLVIN residencs, o

: With regard to Clrrlstx;_s d.,y Mrs EELVI}: stated she and her
hasband zot up =t spproxizately 8:30 a.M,,. bhad breskfast and wers joirsd
by her son-l...-law and daughter, the ROSENT EARRISQH SARELLS, at zpproxi-
zately 1l aJld, vhen the ..A:.uaL'..b arr:.ved from Omar...o .'Elor:.da where they
reside at 118 McKeoes Street. : ; :

Mrs, ZELVIN Suatec‘. ’chat during th. aft‘*ruoon of: Christmas day
sha, hsr hustan. ker dsughter end son-ir~law drove into Orlando in
221VIi's Eudson sz.dan She ‘stated they went to the ZAGNEIL's zpart.ent .
abt 118 Mciee Strect ir order that Mrs, RUGHELL rmight chapge clotnes and
tocresiter thoy rode eround Crlendéo for 2z whils and then returned at ,

approxicately 11 P.M, to the 3ELVIF resifence on Fouta 4, She-said she
and her husberd retired a short tize after ll T o
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BELVIN is presently dying of cancer. The dnterview vas econ» -
ducted in guch a marmer as not to aggravets his condition. Although he
. .personally does not know the niture of his illness he belleves he ia in . -
such phyaiéal condition that he might die at amy time. Aftepr stating that
" be knew he might die at any time he sald;, "I want to get right vdth oy -
Maler-4£-1 am-involved in anytliing.” He insisted he wished-to cooperate -~
completely with the. Agents in furmishing any information that. might be - -
- . in his possession which might be of interest in thls investigation, How-
' ‘ewver, ho continually pled fdplt’jmemryandﬁeqxignﬂy could not furndsh
tho nanes of persons by reason of the faulty memory. It should be noted
-+~ that. in this and in previous interviews BELVIN?s némory failed him in cone
. mection with some information and identity of individusls which he would
- - have had no reason to withhold: at the time.. It is very possible his

" phyrsical candition has had an ‘effect on his mEmOry. _

! mhe fela 5 a signed statement of ELSIE BELVIN, wife of
' suspact; . -BELVIN, which wes obtained April 1, 1952, after n

: scoplate:discussion of her activities and the. ectivities of her family on-
. Christmas Day; 1951. The original of this statemsnt.is retained in the
files of the.}ﬂa_x:nl.gf_:ﬁ.ce.‘ : . : .

'Q’m: nc;dda
- ' . Aprdl 1, 1952
_ I, EISIE“BELVIN, do make the following veluntery statement
- 4o FRANK F MEECH and JAMES P’ SHANNCN who have 1denbi£ied then-
selves to me to be Specdal Agents of the Federal Bureau of T~ :
'vestigation. I realize that I do not have to make this statemenmt .
and thet it can be used in.a court of law. . ' E

"on N'eédaivs December .25, 1951, Christmas Day, we were .

-
.kk

e N I

. s @ g -y

gy '

L
’JL L r‘{e :

H

albdtl 3 St wel
RS Sty W

[ X e W

o 2.

living on Drawdy lake 16 miles fron Orlando Fla. My sons, TOW' (- <.

and- JAY had arrived for a holidsy visit on December 23 and 22
respeclively. We arose between 8:30 AM and 10 AM. My daughter
ELLANE when had cetie, down from Ofl City Penna o;xl Dece:hﬁqr 24,

- 1951 and her husband, BORBAGNALL visited us at 11:30 AM. My
entire fanily, $zelnding oy husbend TILLMAN HOLLY LBELVIN, had
dinner about ane oclock. I dont recall whether 6¥'not the boys,

.. TOM, JAY and BOB were horseback riding that afterncon but I do
- know the entire family remained on cur property. = -

: _[‘. J Ve !‘./, é;’/:‘t_::.’w_.,.---.%'. i ,.s‘.,".',’_::.-zg‘..’ x
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nThe only visitor can retzll monsmmo rodehishcrae .

. ‘to.find out if the boys were interested in riding the next
.~ dgra I beldeve he came over when iﬁmgettingdarkandatayed
J around

' | talldirig to' the boys about thirty or forty mimites. Ve had
Chﬁébaasﬂmaratl?l(andsuppetat?!’m : _ e

, ]t aboub 8 PM we all’ drmre Anto. Orlando and stopped at
ELLAINES apartment. Ve ‘drove in BOBfs Oldsmobile and our Hudson
auto. After about: 15 or 20 minutes we 21l got into the Hudson,
.. ‘leaving BOBs.Oldsmobile. parked' there, and left ELLAINE's apartment.
.~ . ¥e drove out into the College Park District of Crlando and ad- .
. mired the Christmas decoratfons; then we drove over to Fairchilds'
Funerel Home on Leke Ivanhoe and admired that display. It was

: . .apart-
"= -ment house. westoppedand:arkedmﬁnubofmmmked
" ,roraboutJ.Sn:l.nntes. ELLAINE and BOB went. into their apartment
atabmm'SommﬂetMmatofusdrmtomhmemw:g

at about 1l PM. We were timd'nndreti:edstwrt]yai‘barha\rlng

. cOffae. ' /i .,,‘ “I'l.n“' '_,_.
nIt. was. Monday December 24, 1951 that JAY was knocked off the
‘crseaaitbmhndagainstapost,h\nﬁngkvslcg. I would. :
‘say that JOHN:BARRINGION, who alweys hunts on. Sunday, visited ua
on 3unday December 23, 1952. I lmow he- didntvisit us on

E ’ -frhere wes no rac:l.ns on clu-istnas des' or eveming 1951.
- There was racing on Friday Decembor 28, 1951 which was the even~
ing I attended the races with my family, eancepb oy husband who

was too tired a.nd went hone. ,

nlt .ts possible that the boys night he.va been practicing
shooting down near the lakse on. Christmas doy.

" wIt. was on Monday December 24, 1951, the day that JAY was
lmncked off the hr.rea. that ROBERT CC‘M.P'B visited us.




R ths activit ies. of the Elan in ths Qrlando araa, -

. there was anyona whirped or mistreated by mechers of the Klan,  Ea .said |

‘ Ths followxng investigaum was conducted by Speci;l Agenus FMV '
¥. MIECH and TOIaS E. MATTESWS oo me & .1952: : :

| BaSIS: WITLIAN CLEVELaED TANNER, Boute 4, O!‘lando, nelghbor of
susgect. SELVIN, interviewsd for *any mformauon hg weuld - '
fu..“ish resarding activi tias of Emvm an.; LXK, Orland.a ara:..

Er

C ﬂ'ﬂmi CLEVELAD W Route 4 Orisndc, edv: sed be was Lorr

* Docamber 15, 1884 in Orenge Cowity,. Florida & short disténca from tha.
present city of Qrlendo, Florica and bas resided in the Qrlando arsca all:
‘of his. life, Es said he Jjoined the Ku Klux Flan &t Orlando, Florida ap--
prexicately 30 yeers ago but "droppaed out about 10 years agd aad havanlt

-. carried a cenré sizce.? Ee. seid for thopaa»lo.iaarshehesnotbadany :
connection wba.tsoevar with ths Klan and derisd ho krows s.cything r..@rdlng

' :ssaldhenemheamofmd‘r.andmmmuntﬂm"
roed sbout the bazbing in the hewspopers. Be adriscé tiat ho rzad.of tka-

borbing: in the papors erd bas not discusssé the bozbi:z with enycna.

He also stated be does nct kiow anytring regardi-z varicus incicdsnts of

" violance w.a.cn have ocourzed in Qrange cau:.ty in tko past year

- :u:!ﬁmd statad that éuring the entire tize he was active.
in the xu ﬂu.x Zlan in Crlandc o ncver participated in a Mrids" whan.

* he-is still bhoartilyin accori with the princxples of the Kler althougk he -
~ athors viclernce and the "teking of tke:law into ones own hands® In this
regard he stated be rscalls thet during the tiwe he was a mesder of the
Klon soxp wkitod men were whipped Ly Klsnsmen. becense these white zen were
not properly ‘supporting thoir respective families, He said he wes unabls
to reca.‘l.l tha 1dentities of the ren or ths zs'.lansme.. who did ths whipping..

- In regard to the last statemert Mr, m:n stated it is a Flaens-
men'’s oatih never to divulge ths panes of other Ylansrar and it is. his:
intentimm tc. a..ide by the oa.th.

' In regard to Lm 3. B_LVEI 1’4'1' T.,ﬂu stated he bas : Cotead
. lncwn of :aLVII for tha past 15 years = :1 has bean parsone.lly acquaintad 3

o w:.th hin for the past year and a kalf, daring which. tire n.‘,LVm ha.s I3 R
-. 8idsd ar soute 4 and has besa a nezghz:ﬂr of TAeIW.. T
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Ee stated ho: racent],v contactad IRIVIN by tul'*phone end ad'nsed

" RALVI: that be, TAIHZIR, had bean approsched by a "coupls ‘of callers" who
‘exnitited their iaentifice.tmn eni which callers mentioned IEIVIN'S news, .

TaNadn stated’ that ha gave TELVIN to understand thet the F3I had alresdy
spprcached alu and had :&.ntmned :.EI.V]I?'& nere during the convarso.tmn.

He denied ‘e ras ever spoken to EE.V‘.'II r=gardmg u Flux Elan

X actlv::tiss .or the bocbing’ of the MOCHE residence, In this regard he ..
staced that he has seer FELVIX only arcs since Christzas end at bhet

tize ke saw ZELVIN, who was on harscback snd accompenied. by ALERRT X,
JC.ES a nsighdor of ZELVIN'e who Tresiies oz Route 4, ~TAMER said -
*ml and JAES were at- that tics leaving tc g0 bird nting,: -

hr.m...aadmw.adhehasbeenaware of tha fect =SLVIE isa.
..ember of ths Klan znd upon edaitting such fact be stated b realized
o6 bed violated kis Klanszer opth in edcitting STLVIN is a Klensmen,
E:z said he had wmintentionslly a..ade such adzissicn regarding ZELVIE,

Dur:l.ng the .intexview Mr, TaMI SR steted it is his undz‘:s*andms

SUIVIN has sold bis properties on Reute 4 and ictends to cove fromz that
ares, Be expresesd the opinian thet ZELVIS Las not Deen active in Xen
activitice for ths past yczr and g half tecanse of i1l kealtk and in this
rogard he p»rsonally kmows ZLVIN has wede a nurbor of trips to the Ray
Fines. Vaterans Fospital for cedical treatu..nt

Eo further stated he knows of one instanco in wiich ..n.I.m bed
"a spall? end was carriad to tke hospital irrediately tmraafter. Y,
Tank axpr°SS*d tho éésira to te of full cooperauicz and assistanc:
but poirted ocut that he was also cbligated by his cath to the Klan not.

- t¢ Givulge ini'orcavign regarcing other Klansmen,

Tha following physical description was. obtained through obsar-

vut icn and interrogation;

- Name WITLIak CIEVSLAND TAN-ER
Race , White
Age. Y A
3orn 12-15-84 '
Flaca af birth Crarge County, Florica
. Beight. ‘ 11 L
Woight | .- 160 ' ‘
Eair ' Dark brown —ixsd mth £rey,. T~
) _ceding hau'li..e
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Eyes - ‘Gray - - S
Teetk. Falsz upper and loweT plates. .
Builg - . Slim. . ~ o
- Complexion . . Medium
Merital. status. - Marricd
wifs - . : IENCRA Tal.3Y, Route 4, Orlenu.o
Sors BOY CLEVELED TadiEn, agc 37,
A Orlando E'londa.
‘ LaWHICa LARCS. TAMAER, uge 35 _
o ' Orlendo, Florila, - ,
* Daaghter Mrs, AUDIL‘Y MARRLY, Feirville, Flariée
e . Mre, WILwi CULLIM, Route 6 C&'J.a:h.o, :
. ' Florim.. '
Cecupetion Farrer,; cattleran, former Gems vlerdar.
Edncation €th grads . . -y
Military service None . _ S
Arrests . Denied eny

' Forzer employnent

Organizations

Orange County Ziva Stock bgm.t.:y
Board, tick erstication prowran;
330 Bajlrozd, 5 Jeers during a:-n'ly
yoatk

Missionery 3aptis* Chzrch Orlando;
KX, Orlando,

' Fingerprirts’ and photograpks we,ra-ob_.‘éﬁ‘-'iaed of PaMisR.
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S S ‘(-._:. o Tele, oo .. |
- FBL#MIAMI . - g-20-52" %5 1165 PN wh‘ w—-’—‘i_
IRECTOR; FBI - ATTH. ASST. szcroa Ao ROSEN . i'
. , i
UNSUBS, HABRY T._roon..,,xrmm*:unoxn,.mcrms, DEGEASED, ca. RN ,4- :

courlm:mm. INFORMANT MF: THEEE. ELGHT NAUGHT ADVISED THAT gv}: mu. /f
TANNER, FRIEND OF SUSPECT TILLMAN i _BELVIN, CONTACTED Bm.vm’);fd fmvxnz
IN \__s_@_g_'g_@gcs__znf\;‘é.gioupm OF_FBI_MEN: HAD,,BEEN..INQUIRING.ABQ.UI x.n s.'r
THEY DIDNT I.EA;.N ANYTHING, BELMSQ’:Q_QUOL_M T _m.n:__qgmcz counn
'OR UNQUOTE VHEN TANNER: BROKE INTO QUESTION AND_STATED_ QUOTE. mp',r;r

'N WAS BREVARD COUNTY, uuaucn:. TANNER ASKED IE BELVIN HAD ANY, _,qumTE om

Hxs PLACE. BELVIN TOLD HIY NO THAT QUOTE I, USED IT JALL ON IHL JOB

e L CE I orbam

. UNQUOTE » BELVIN"AND WIFE INI‘RVIEWED SEPARATELY AT UHICH TIH- BELVIN

ADVISED. HE HAD JUST RETURNED TG«TOWN At«D. HAD NG, KNOWLEDGL THAT. AGENTS

" ERE 1IN

WERE_IN TOUN OR HAD: MABE. INQUIRES UNTIL THEY APPEARED AT HIS, noms:
TODAY. WIFE APPEARING TO HAVE BEEN VELL COACHED °TATED..J{..R_.HUSBAND

.....

WAS NEVER MEMBER OF KLAM.TO HER. momuz 3CE...§TATER.SHE .DIDN~T APPROVE
OF_SUCH._AND- THAT CERTAIVNLY SHE_ NEVER UAS. A, MEMBER. MRS.. BELVIN mowu
TO_KAVE AT ONE_TIME BEEN, THE. HEAD. OF THE KLAN.AUXILIARY. WAIVER oF -

P —"

SEARCH EXECUTED BY BPLVIN SEARLH RESULTED. NEGATIVELY EXCEPT IT WAQ~
. LEARNED THAT BELVIP KEEFPS TWO LOADED PISTCLS UNDER PILLOW. BELVIN\

*
1
L]

-y e

- | . . \ {
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- REPORT MADE AT a . DATGWHEN. ‘|, FERIOD FORWMICK MADR .| REFORTMAORDY -

| WIXNORN SUBJECTS L ] . :
{RRRY T, OCE; HMAGIETT UO(RE-= VIOTIS 1. CIVIL RIGITS -

1 cxaracrer or case

T o | oftfse | wews2 o JOIR P, SIAYDEN . ml. -

. (Deceased). ,
synopsisoFFAcTs: . DG AS I, :TERT HELVIN advised thab he and his
.' N . fenmily spent .12-25-51, at.haotce FELVII stated
ag well 28 he could remember lte, his brother, JAY,
and his. father, wank hunting during tha afternoon,
end that evemdng the entire Iamily went. to-the . .
aputrtaent of his Yrother—in=12:,. ROSERT He RAGIALLg
* Orlando, fla, At 8125 piltey. the entire: famly. went.
to tha stock car races with the exception of his
father, who returned hane.. Tae, fanily retmmed -
‘honie from the races 8% 12130 2y 12/26/%. . EENIN. .
advises that he has known hig fasher to-te-a Klan® -
senber sirice 1936, but w83 .macle to furmish any’
. ‘ . inforoation re his Klan activiiicse Atdania Conm
o . . Pidential Informants unzhls Lo furnish any infor- {

‘ : S pation a8 to instant baabinze

= RIC = .

| QETATLS: - A ACTATTA, GTGRGIA:

_ TEE'AS HMCERT BELVIN was interviowed at the T'LA,
Iockie Street, and advised thab be and his family
ot up about ten a.me, December 25, 1951, had break-
gister and brother=in=13w,, Ire. and lfrse TOLERT He.

. .TAFIALL, Orlando, Florida, caas. to their home shartly
after breakfast, and the entire family, consisting of

- . e
-t -4,
.
,
L.

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT . ]
FORWARDED:, e 198 CHARG! . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

P77 Ar 774, /3e

COPICS OF THIS REPORT.

(3L puresn - (Wu-L0%)
' 2w Hami (LL=270) -
2 - At.].a.nta (Li=t39 )

»&‘—mrtm OF FAI_THIS- CONFIDEXTIAL: REFQRF AND (T8 CORTEATS ARE.LOANED TO YOU BY THE:FGI AKD ARE NOT TO BE pIgtRISVT.
oY\ EPKGENCY- TO- WHICK LOANED. - ST s ' ’ )
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who 1lives & quarter of a mile West toward Orlande fram his parents: - W Sk

- te T8 breb
" 4we sutcmebiles, h.’ta parents car, énd BAGNALL'S caXe

» U, - . . Lo, el
e N

. himself, hls bretber, JAY FOWARD BELVIN, bdis mether and father, ' . ( ,
MF, and Mrse TILIMAN HOLLY BELVIN, and his. sigter snd brother- . : S |
TioTew, Mrs b0d UrseROBERT H, BAGNALL, sat areund the beuse’

talking until they bad. dinmer abeut moon, He stated that fellew—

ing tHe dinner he, His Bre . tiis Brether, Jal, and his brethe Tein-lew, .
ROBERT H, BAGNALL, saddled their herses and rede until sbeut 2130 paley.
at which Gime JAY bit & telephond pest aiil murt Eis lege He stated - o
his father didn't ride at, this time because of & injury, but - e
steod, by the hcuse watching. them ridee ' c

N . . o . \
TH BELVIN rélated that between 1130 and 2330 poRe, ROBERT COWART, o )
heme, comg ta@ see his fat ere He No Telwted EBat COMART had beexf under

e 8 MR

a gredt mental strain, and he heard COVART tell_his father seme pething I

—

sbout a dream he had had wherein his infant daughter had. been taken

' frem bime “BELVIN “Stated hg did met hear the balance. ef the csaversetiens

THOMAS BELVIN relatéd that when JAY burt his log they sll returned
%e the house, and his father inquired if they wanted te ge mnting,

He stated that BAGNALL did F6€ care te go hunting; and remained ab. '
the heuse, and he T8 Tather snd his hrother, JiT, rode the herses

iy et &

e EEGIIMCRE'S pasture at Chnluots, Flerids, retuming heme abeut B )

- eyt .

tive ferty-tive E.n., —wiich time they unsaidled.the herses, and

-he an Tother JAY went inte _EKE‘Eous"'e"’f.‘o“'Ic ean_up;

e e ———

sotieTprosind the hirsese He stated that en retg% te the houss
they, is brettisr-in-law, RONERT H, BAGHALL, metfer, Sr=t ster,
at the heuse, BELVIN Telated that the entire fam¥ly ate supper

abeut 6130 Dele, fellewing which they drove inte Urlande, Flerida, .

; Fle
ReT-1in-law's wmﬁs-sﬁeet, Apartment #3, in

ted te_ge te the Sunshine Racing S T
Tonck en the Orangs Blessen Trail ve see ihe secK Sar Tces, e
T orecinstely 8125 paes the extire fantly, with the excoptis’

EELVIN related that BAGNALL wanted te go is

- -

. of .his™TUtTheET, o the race track, arriving tbere at Bili5 Pelie’
'He stated his father was tired, and returned hemee

——_r

1
_fatho ‘returned BEIVIN advised that }
they stayed af the ¥ace Erack until aBoub 101L5 peme, and then dreve e

areund the residential sactien “af “Orlande, . lecking at the Christmes’
lights. um@%ftﬁf'@rﬁﬁebwi then drevé them




®

@

te his: parexta_heme, mirsgg there at sbout 12130 a.me He stated
they wers all hungr;,. ‘and his mether prepared semething fer them te

- ut;ﬁ'wng_, v Fetirud; peb-up-and-jotned them,
' BELVIN stated that abent 1330 a. - 2951, Big sfafer—

and brother-~in-law departed, and then the family all retired, -

At this point, BEIVIN:siated » was-a_fabricatien.
Whenh questioned as te what he meant, BELVIN_statex af he theyught this
questioning was in regard te.his application fer empleyment with the
Federal Bureen of Ipvesticatin, vhat he theughh he was uppesed Ve

relate the events ef Chrigtmas day, and, subsequently, en interview -
.furniished &8 near the same infarmatien 83 pegsible as a memery teste. -

When questioned as te which portion of the informatien was a fabri-

cation, BELVIN stated thef the information furnished by him was all.

.true dxcggt two items, One,. that hs was not sure that bis brother

e 2 e ot

© JAY huxr 16g by running inte a teleplicne post od Décamber 25, 1951, :

apd seco ove CHAt e, Bis brother, and his~fatber

went; buiting on Dacember 25, 1951, Ha advised thet. actually folloming . ;

dinn&r’gg_ngon, he, Ji¥, and his brother-in-law BAGNALL rode” horseback
until four peme af which tims they ‘Fajoined the family, apd sat areund
tHé house talking until six p.me, at which time they had Stpper, and

left 'the house at apprndmate],j%;u,n., driving te his brother=in=

so—

law's apartment in Orlandg, Flerida, arriving there shortly after

seven poie He stated that the family sat around.his brether-in-law!s

spartment until 83125 pems, at which time il ef them went to the stock

car reces en the Orange Blesgom Trail, wifh the exceptien of his father,
who stated that he wag tired, and returned homes -

SELVIN stated thit insofar as he knew his fatlier wemt directly heme, exid
was asleep when the rest of the fanily & arrived at 12130 d.ie HS relat—
ed that if his father bad any visiters after arriving heme that be did

. net menbich it. BELVIY stated that an December 25, 1951, his family
received only two telephone calls during the day which were frem Mrs,

WILL TANMER and Mrs, JOHN BARRINGTON, both calling to wish them the
season's greetings, He related that his father made one telephone call
to wish scmeone a merry Christmas, but he did not knew who this wad,

BELVIN stated, to his knowledge, his father bas been a member of the

——————

L. e s e o S A T— v W o
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fu Elux Klan since 1936, at which tine & Mre mé%gm:nma
tﬂw Ho stated he not of ey | .

offic s Tather ev erhe]dmthenan, .and he knew of.
none of his father's asaod.ateaanthenano He related that the '
only way he knswmfathartobe a Kan memhermbhatwhenhewould
leave hoase his mother would tell then that his father: had gone to & '
lodge meeting; and and then the Klan would ari.ft into the omrersaf.im, .

"and he knew his father was ammberofthenan.
BELVIN stated that he, himself, bad neTes attended any Klan meetings,

apd ' knew nothing of his- father's. activities in the Klen, other than
attendance. at meetingse gs further stated that he did not now
whefherhiafathsrhndtakenpnrtm mnparadeethathemd

: .witnessed, as the Klansmen Were elways hooded on thnse occas:lona.

Atlmﬂ» conﬂdentm Informents T=l, T-2, and T-3, of. knm reliabﬂ.tty,
all advised they had no :Lnfomuon as to the 1ndiv1dnals sponai,ble
for: instant bcmbing. : )

 REFERRED UPCS CMPIETION 70 THE OFFICE OF CRISHY -
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