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AT MINS, FIORTD:.

The following investigation.was condusted by issistani Speciel fzont

.4,'3.in,cﬁar&70.17'. I, BURKE.and Speciai igont FRLNK F. HRUCH on Dovomber 27, 1954,

Biss EV.NGELINE hOORE, deughter of HARRY T. and WARRIETT Eoorz,
victims, advised that she has been: employed by the 1., 3. Deprrtrment. of ‘In-
terior in Washington, D. €. since July 11, 1951. Prior.to thot sho was. a2t

- the Bethune-Coolgusn (ollege in Daytona Beech: for 4 years, EV.NGELINE seid -
that she had departed frdm Fashington to spend the nolidays with her parunts

at ‘Mims, Florida. she 2rrived in lims on Decembar 26,. 1351.

= ' EVANGELING statod that che corresponded with both  hur mother and
father, howsver, this eorr-spondance was infreqizent.  She stated thut ab no
time did her moth T .or Iather ever mention ‘having any troutle with any por-

A
-~

suns anyihere. She said as far 25 she know her fatier wes woll recpsched and st )
alithough the fumily was somewhat apprehansivo about the work he was. in, thayps © -

never suspgcted that-he would meot with ang wviclenca.

dirs. CRMBSTING ST2S, wife of RHOLD STMMS and firs. ViEEL SDaiS, wife ;

oI ‘Sergdfnt GEONCE SIS, were interviewed jointly 'ab the homs of STNOLD STiIS

~which.is, as previvusly mentioned, located in thu -close proximity of 400 to 00 -

yards of the LHOORZ rosidence and who.ware, at ths tiie of the explosion ab hume' ™

in the SIET residsncs. |
. . . ' .t »"

She stot.d she immwdiatoly awakeroed tho bows, GEORCE and ARNOLD, who ‘immediately. .

proceaded to. the scems of the incident. :.EEL advised that she had just: re-

turnad from Japan where she had bLaen statinned £ -Eh ber husbend, segeunt, SLMs,
Friday, December 20, 1951. 2 was onable to .‘”__vjnislx my information rearding .

recent activitics mad travels of victim HOORE,

] . ERFENTINF S5TWZ3, who parmepnently resides et ths SLES home » lilewise
heard the explosion and wpon being questisned conearning recent activities and
travals of victim FOOME, stat¥d WJRAY was thaz type indivirdual who very seleoon.
discussed his work with the family. It w25 hor holicf thal Shore wus possible

sucht tﬁnughbs- to himself inoorder to. provanl weaey on Ul part, of hig fmaily, .
Neithar JWRESTLIE. haor HAILE was able to offer sny suspicions who might hove

-perpetrated instant crime,

-

~
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danger connrcted with the work ho wag doin ¢ and to hir Eesekedge, LRI kept -

_ : ILBET, stated she was awakened 'hy tha blast and the subscquont aulling
- for (WORCE and LRMOLD by victim HJRRY SIEIS' daushto, 4HHA ROSILIZ EooRE,

S [sltliqlign ARNOLD. STivS had been previoualy intorviewed by 3pecsial “‘gent'. |
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Photograph of footprint‘ in. snft sand, located
in orangs grove in front. of rhetim's house

(Harry T. Moore, liims, Fla.) footprint located

258 feat N.E, from the N.E. corner of the
frnt’ pérch of victim's house. Photo tkon .

" 12/26/51..
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. ' . The followiny investigntion was co

. nduct.ed by Spceial Agents
FRANK F. MEECH and ROBERT E. SUNKEL on January 4; ~19524 S
‘BiSIS: ARNOID SIMMS, brother of HAIRIETT MQOME, victim, furnished
information to the effect that after the 1950 elections he had '
heard from either JOE WARREN, BEN WARREN or PiUL CUYLER that a

i o © Mr, FORTENDEMRY who. had. been defeated: in the 1950 vlection for the.
li' - - office of County Commissionor or some of Mr, FORTENBIREY's fricnds.

' wera out to get HARRY T. MOORE, the vietim. ARNOLD 3IMMS snid that.
“hoe had hcard.that FORTENEERRY blamed HARRY Y. HOOIE for his dofeat.

.
.Sheriff H, T, WILLIANS advised that FORTENBEPRY had been  © -
Chairman of the Gounty Conmission and: had been: a County Commissioner for '

L;. ' some: 18 years, Tn addition to his County position as Chalrman of the e
County. Commissioners, hq was elso Chairman of ihe Fort Canaveral Authqrity&"’_

= . FORTEWBURRY is o man ini his 70s originally coiming ko Flodda = .
' I from. Migsissippi, - While hs was Chairman of the County Commiission hs wWag o e
Malimost, a dictator in the county". In his position he could be ruferred S

(.) to as County "boss",

' The Sheriff said it was his reeollcction that in the Primary .. '
Bleotion held:.ip-the Spring of 1950 FATENBERRAY, whom tho sheriff muws "
only as Mr. L#{FORTENBEIRY, wes clotbed to have’ his name pPlaced on the -
+ ballet of the aeneral Flection in Nuvember of 1950. In betweon the
Primary and the Genersa) Election thore was a-congiderable move throughout
the County to- defeat FORTENBERRY for the position of. County Comrissionsr
and in the General Election by a write in.wtge [iVE NISEEQ was elocted tou
‘ the County Commiseion dufenting FORTENBERRY,.. JiVE NISLET is the ownep of
] the Merritt Islund Garipge located Just east -# Cucuz on'the Merritt

Island Road. . )
E .. Sheriff WILLIANS said "FORTEMMERRY still hesn't gobton over
: his defeat®, : P
The Sheriff adviscd that DOYa TukLION, broth = of the proscnt D o .-

County Judge and own.r of tho Hamblin Gurve sad fruit Stand, located on

it
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. U S. Route 1, dlerrJﬁmatély 3% miles South.nf Cocoa did considerairle |
campeigning between the Primary and Gonernl Jlactinng against FORTL:i3.0RY,

TN
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Much »f C.RLTON's cmpu;rninp wis dony among the colored people. throushout .
the county ond particulzrly in FORTENBELAY's district. The Sheriff
recalld that there wes considerable talk about the county concerming .

C RLTON's sohcltlnp the aid of the Norro voting population to: defcx
FOATFMNBRARY ., The oherlt‘f indicated th:t both DOYLS CAKLTON and D.VE

NISEET were .men of uxesllent reputation and he belivved "tho re W3 no love
lost betw.on f.ham and FOR.L SN _.t YL : :

When FCIT NB-_'Ltru v23 defcated os Cmnty Comzmission ¢ hu zXso

" wzs dropped out-2s Chairtan of the Port Canaveral suthordity. Tue Sheriff . -,

indicat.d thzt the Fort Authority and the develom:ant, of . Port “anaveral
wzs one of the pet projects of FO TONB3-Y and his removal 2s Chairman R
of the Port futhority probably hurt. him s much 28 losing out a8 Lounty Lo

Cux:missmner.

Sherlff WILLInGS said th_.t h-= d:ul not hwc. Aany dlr"‘t

+ knowledge but he believed TOATENBEREY to be the "behind the scenc )
ownor" of tlie ‘Brevard. County weakly newspaper cntitled "iast Const o T

Trade Nino.s" . In this connection it is to be noted that 2 copy of tie

Trade Vinds. N-;wsp_xpnr for: lThursday Janwnry 3, 1952, h's baon..jublished. R .

nnd whils it is 2 small waskly paper it contains no’ :Lni‘orr xtion cornc crning
the bombing of the residonce: of HasRY T. 1'10011.,. '

. Sheriff -.,ILLIJLI'S advis-"_.d that FORTENW-RRY is tho awner of 2
sawmill Ideated on MERAITT Island duad. o surgusted that in the cuurse

of .any invastizntisn conducted by thedurcsu with regard to FORT@Imy - =~ &

that we 1sSortain the idwtity of thuse employces who were working for tho
County under FORTENBIAY 2nd who were not rehived when DaVe NISSHET tuok:
ovir on the Gounty Cummissicn. In addition the Shiriff suryasted to
particularly ~ttempt to iduvntify thosc persias_who woarked Jor FOITUNESWGY
such .is on ths caunty road crew whu werc expe.. .nced in the use of '

' nxplos:.ws and who in turn wen: not n.hiru-i b:f g7 LSAET.

With regard to the clect;on« r21lly hzld on kersitt Island
and roferrzd to previously by ARNOL SIFeS, Sheriff JL.LLGS statcd thet -
o had heord that the: l.ounty hond Patrolman, GRIGGS, who was hircd by
FORT NRIIRY jwns at this m'::."ta.nr' recurding the license nwdbers of all
nutomobiles. He said he can add the fact thit this discuptd the meching
anel (.-\n...ulvrm'ly upset Lhe Mareoes who weee e b Bt suing. 'Thy

- 9 .-
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. Sheriff said he had no wey to prove it but.said he was confidedt that

o

ho had ordeced. County Road Satrolman (if5 tu appear .t the mecting and

1

- 07

take down the -license nunler of all auta.oiiles,
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© The following investigatlon was coniucted by Special Ageubs
FRANK F. MEECH, ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ, JAMES P. SHANNON, and ROBERT X. SUNKTL .
. with the assistance of States Investigator J. J. ELLIOT and Deputy e
. Sheriff CLYDE BATSS of Brevard Co\mt,{, Florida on December 30, 1951,
through January 1, 1952, ‘ : :

- BASIS+ To dutemine ‘what physical evidence if any e:d.sf.ed
at the crime scene. ‘ .

oL A minute saarch of the arsa imediately t0 the north of the
victim's hane extending for appm:d.mtely 90 yards wis made in an effart s
to. locate any physical evidence in thé form of. fragments. wiich may have =~ o
bean connected. vd.th instant bambing, Nottu.ng of value tu tl:us J.mrestlgat:.on P
W&B f mnd. . . 'i

‘ Therea.fter all of the debris under the victJm's home was. ralcedu‘
and shoveled out. and sifted with a ono-fourth inch mesh screen,. That .
which remained was pone through lmndful by handful again. for any evidence
’ connected. with instant bombing, In addition the bombing: cratur was dig
. " . out for a depthof approximately two and one-half feet and a width: of
({ ‘ approximatcly three and one-half feet in diameter, This digging was
sifted and gune through far the same purpose. The victims wntire house
was gone-through minutely for any mrthar evidence conn: cted. va.th : s
instant ca.se. - SR .

-

: as a result of this search soveral fra.gmentary ploces of vimt
appeamd to be a.test tube and:a solid rubber wisher which sppearcd to be
the holder for that test.tube were found, There was also found a smzll
quantity of dust which was taken from the 51""‘ immediately above the BT
bomb blast. There wes also found a smnll meyy) .clip, a small steel spring, ~:
: a three foot longth of cotton rope with yelltr, and purple discoloration e
i and suveral fragments of what. appearud to be a modieine bottle and its
T . cork.. All of this materisl in-addition to a smxll dicmeter glass tube
approximately two and one-half inches in length 2nd a.small rubber wa sher
which appears to fit the. tuba were sont to the FBI Laboratory.

"u30,
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. Follcwing the blost av tho HOCNE hae the esrplete arce
; :'1._u.1_*1 redius of ten yards surrcuncing the blast.cratermrwasiminibely
cxpridned and speeii-uns of debris, it onde rtlclc,s ¢y elothin: wers ‘
cutained,. Those iters are deseritod as 1 tiwcush 6 as fellews cind o : 1
. were ferverdod to-the I'BI Loberatory ~n decoidber 27, 1951e The Lob- ‘
sealory suwitted its If\.port .:y 1cb‘cc.r datca’ Neeerber 29, 1951,

l. 3 quort containers. of scil aad du >ris taien frer the
cemter of Lhe blast croter and {ro. the cdics of tm. cn.,t\.r
and the surrounding: \,m‘..

" Tac Leborgtory ¢ dVlSud it reszocy to thoge
spuciens tiat they ecatain ragy woed fragrents,
rlags ey eats :u1c1 geveral anell yads of coticn

“flvor. There wms nctidny sresont in thls sauple
t¢ parrdt identificotion of the sarticular ty
ef cglosive substenes uscds.

1y <

2. 3ed sheot talws fror tine bed of the victLis which wes
in the debris. . o

3. Debris telwir fren the Loxediats arce under thc floor= ‘3
inz ef the bsdpons ¢f the victis, ' ‘ : ]
“he drticles of clothiny talwx Ira the rubble end dolris
of the bedrec: arcae

Thu Laberater: stated with respect , to ltas 2, 3 and RS |
4 thet tihey consisted pr °'.:u'i],, ef frazeats of weod, ' L
‘rlass, cloansinu tisouc, riseccllonoous c.ix-t, dust and
dobris ‘but nething wes Jound to porrit identifice-

tion eof the uxplesivu aubstonee used. The Loberestory
steted thot on the Daois 50 the prescnee of tho
nuerced weod frorwats it ~-);:co-<.d ' h:. ~n order ¢xe
alesive subgtence wms useds ymocite 1s ‘elassilfice
a8 ¢ hizh crder cxplosive, DR

- 166_, -
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5. Ploster cast o“ foobnriat fowad fa Ynnse sand in era vrr.

opoeve arey in viciﬂir.y 0 v*cu_.s' Hoie.

G PLster cest ol .L(."'t’)"‘lﬂu i und in lcx‘ao sand L smac
area ‘

Th‘. L.bﬁrutwlv statoed with *\.s-n.cu to {to s 5 ond
& that the size of the sinces” that preduced the
i~pressicng repreduccd in. the plastur ccsta is
"sti‘,:tcd to be Yetwcen 7 and 9. Mo rarkings weru
found. cn t.hc. en st whicn would \_ssist in tro cin;',

T’1\.re;.i’tur d.l the m.dr-‘*u duons., sond and soil in the
borbed erater and in the su:*o:..ndu = vieinity under the house of tic
victirs was corefully sifted and the ites listod below were found,
Those were suvcitted to the Lo* rabory Oy J.utt\.r deted Jonuwory 2, 1952,
. end ase lescrived. as iters 7 throwsh 1L, The Laberatery replied by
. wlctype dated Jawery ' 7, 1952, . - S :

7+ Seweral plcecs ol 1._59,';. hccvy round rubber wmsher,

a auLs..mc- which spmeared to be stie gort of wex or cendle

tellews Twe cf %he picces of :lass were found decp in the
. erater c‘.usu* by tiic expléplcn and the ctiaer pi»CLS » to=

subher with the ruoser vasher were found witiin a Ot redius

of tae crai.c.r and undar the house with the othoer dau*-:.s.

Se Savcn.l sl cus of ~lass and 2 corlk stopper which wea.
found in silfting the debris in t‘w irmedicte vicinity of
the. barbed cr.:‘.tor

K Brmm-cclcwc dus® w*’ ch wes seraped Ifran under the
vindeweill which was lceatad i.s.vr.ia.tely aove _ml belor
the north Ledroon uinccw of the victirs.

10, One -Jiuce of rope centaining an unlmewn purple and
yellow: discoloraticn found in tho debris under the housc
wider the victizs? Hedreor. Onc swtel clip found in-tho
explesion cratur. - One rubber washer fouwnd in the debris
wnder the vietinst bedreci. A sall spring found in tho
débris under the victinst Ludrocs, :

67 -

tdc shee ing the i :rcssi ons.e . - Ce e e




)

~ T

I\W‘.c 1

~ 1

Cl 40270

-er

,?

11. Ome smicee of plass tuding found in the: erense. Crowve
wortd cf the victingt resiconce anproxdnately 25 rords

frem thc sid of the housc.

T'xc ‘Lascratery orlvised Wit"l resy ect to itug 7 to
11'as frllews: "seo.rdcecs of -lass :ientioned in
iter. 7 1% picces duseribed in :.tc.. €. Pioces fra-
aeth ite's ecae frem o ilnss via) with 3/4" cutside
~dizeters Tac refrcetive index ef all the gless
cxec::t cnv sell .L!"'"tenv was sald to sussest that
the- .c.jcri“'- of tie ' lass cae fro. the seme or
sirdilar scurcu., The use of such viels is urdirited.
Taoy are found in laboratorius, ')h;.z'.*.a.cies, otce RERRN
Tu wos stotud the sered. n suhstance cn the ylnss is
vareffin wee, The lorre lotex rubber wasicr hes ¢
“hele the soe Mectur 23 Bl vial ant., eculd have
wicn usel as o uslders It wes stated washers: 1ile
tais arc. fruouwortly seen in. leberestoricvs: cround
‘nuek .;;rcdu;_uau c;'h’xdcrs o prevent the cylinders
ren chipoingg i thoy topple overs It cowld hawe
wide use as o custidon ia roxgy industrics, particu-~
loxdy in rodis, televdisien, s.tc.

It wes stated tlhe eori: sinppor fits ths neck vcz't:.
'\f tho dbeve momticacd viel and cowld have heon the
stepper for this viale:

It wes stated the rotol clin renticned 1reviousl,; ¢
is frazx a pilet it clag found on saic reddes
- and television scts,. .

Tas Bt l s*ri.x —nm.-.ﬁm.d lies .y uses,.

_ The Lrewm colored dust screped fr;«:: the window sin
ccnsista of wocd and sand nerticles.

Tae rorc is sash- cord, . The fored:n substanco is
siilar to erystel violut, olsc !mewvm as gonticn
violet, used as dye in the textile induatry as
well es antiscstic ond bacterieide.
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- explesien it could rxotar"ino the type of cx“losn.vo ratoricl used.

wemnprys e et

Taisech S : T '
w230 0 ‘ ) , . S

The . _k.bcru.tcrv st ried ;,cmn,lh: with resseet to the
Al dtes ot & nless vial of the size which would
‘..purcnr te the aizu cf the vial represcnted Ly tiwe
vdccces ¢f jlass sulidtted could acld sufficiunt '
nitrc-ljcarmc te ecuse the d:;zx in this ccsce
It was steted thet n....r",'" cerine is usunlly o~
=lcded by sbeeir sueh as tiant fres ¢ blasting cor
Lluctrlcd blastin; céape It was stctod:c'c adle
weuld not nerrally be used tc sot off nitrog l,/cg.rine
tut could Hussibly, wader cortain cénditicns. This
conclusion by the Laberetory wes in answer to a hy-
nothetical question os te vhietiner & candle placcd in
the t2p of ‘= test tubo £ilfed with an cxplesive chen-
feal such as Adiroslrcering could bura dowmr ec=
=letely, cousing the lizhted wdel: to drep inte tho -
cheideal and eause the camlosion.s Tio-Ieboratery o Co .
tated thot and the vial fre which the. ;lass fra:- Y
..onts care boen uged to held nitrezlycerdnc ond the . o il
aitrozlycerine’ btuca set off while in the viel it : L
is doubitful whother any [lass frayments weuld have.
Loen found. It wes stobed aone of the submittud A i
reterizals ere of volus in deturrdnin; tac type of ‘ S §¢ 3
explesive swistance used or the nothed used to sct . SN
off an oxplosive chnriee 1he residue found et an A
cxzlesion scene is usuall;” carben which coculd hove :
oririnated frea o nuwher cf diiferent souréces cthor: ‘
than the cxplesive woed,

The Laborstory wos nqm.st..l to advise vhoethoer fro: an cxen-
inzticn of a pices &7 weed diseclered Ly the flash or soclic {ron an

: Tha I.wcratcry steted in answer hat in thu v.,vmt a blast-
i capor clectrical blastix: cap wore used tc set cil the charge
there ey e Srenze pax‘t.i,cles T-bedded 4n the woed oy aors. It wes
statod that in view cf this it would e desirclle te forvard tac - F
wcd, ot least thet clesest to where the c::plr*sion seeurred, to the - .
iceratory for cxo im.tion. '

The Loboratory wes olso advised that thers hod Loen. ohteined
sce cf the :zin. sur-~crt1n slec:er which ceatained 2 sreyish dee-
oeit which e ‘eered tO havo Leen 31‘. stad onte thc weed fror: the:

;- R
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cxplesions  Visually the srey substance :..).L.(‘I’Gd to be sirdlar te

"I:‘Ilc oreylsh - tcria.l suritted te the: Lc..)orar.ory wvhich wmg oblained

o tho seil in the tettel of the crater The . Lekeoratery wes. re-

‘ quc stod to advise whcther Jror: Durther e:cz‘. dnnticn of this -reyish

denosit tacy eould dgtcr..inc the type of oxplosive raterizl used,
he  Leberateory advised thet the sreyish c."posit s ,rco;..wl sand

iansuch as exarination of the wesd previously [erwerded by the Sher-

1iTts OiTice cof Dade County revedlex tie sanwe ty'c fi‘ dencsits as
deseriied to e sands :

12. 5 Jicces ef toad comseinin; sicle and other blasting
effeets chtained fron the i—vediate vieinity wlicro the
,.Cxplosicn cecurred. Those-;:iaccs of woed were surdtted
. te the Laboratery cn Januor 1952, Lor the purposc cf
dcter' im.n‘,, in accordance: vitl' the Laborateryts suC-
st:.on, wacthor oxyr picees of Lronze cor copucr ore ire
Seddad in the wocd €2 ind_c te uhethcr or nct blasting:
cap was used te detonate the wiltwowm oxg lcs:.vc chor:e
aid whether they rrey foreirn sutsta "1Cu ca onc cf the
pluces of woed could ive ‘.rz' indiccticn es to whot. ;e

explesive L tcrml s useda

13, Perticn of cnc of the -otiresses on which the vice
tins wore slcs;:i‘:k'. thuse forvorded January 9, 1952,

The* c*atcv'y' by teletype dated Jonuery 23, 1952,
adviscd that nothing wes found in the wocd or Lattre
which would ‘-ssz.&. ia identifying the exglesive sub
stanec uscd ar the sethed of i-niting en exilosive
substancc. .rtcl porticlas du; frem tve jicc.:s of
woed were: im.L-..iric" &8 ccrroded picees. ol ;,lea.mzu.
vird resenblin; chdclien vire, 4 peculior jaticrn of
eccncentrie rinss en ons ploce of weoed wns Tolicwved to
Jhave Loen cousced Ly a2 el snring; whien the weod was
“driven onainst it Ly thoe foree of the explosicn.

O Januery 1L, 1952, ites 14 te 17 were fu*tnrded t2 the
Loboratery fer cxemdnaticn.:

14, Carcloard containcr ecntaining scil fron the vicindty
ef the nowe cf vietd; HARTY T. 1002E, which scil wes nct
aficeted by the explosion, ond is a sjoeiiun of the
crdinary soil in £ 1c arcie : : '

i iy[¢38
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. 15. Cardbeard. cczma.mcr contoinin~ scil which wos t...lﬁ.n

fro::-tho ceiter cf tho crater causcd by the explesion
of cnc pound of T in the form: of tuc oncel helf acund
blecks of THT dwrnctcc. by & .8 instg_nt‘.rcous elcetrig

' dctcn..r.cr. This TT charge was set up in the center
. of alarse wesh tus full of scil ‘to lf'-*z frer: the arca of
“the’ vietiris®s hee nct previcusly centaninated by tm.
. orisinel cx*losim.

16, Cardioard ecntainer centaining scil tu«.n frar the
center ¢f 2 crater caused by tho e:q"losic.n cf cro pound
cf 505 duPent dynasdte in the forn of tuo onc=half round
sticlks. of dynardte and detenased Ly o /G instantanccus:
olcctric detonator. Tals dymadte wes detenzted in the
center of & sebarate wash tub full cf scil talwn from -
the vieinity of the vietii:sY hore, whiich soil was not

- orevicusly dontardnated U "rvsr.ant ux‘\lf sicne

17.. Cardboard cont:inur'ccntmnin; soil talen fren the
center cf ¢ erater fermed Uy the detonaticn of & 10% coil
ef prira cord vhich wes coiled ia a2 cirele 6m in diazcter
and laeid flet in the conier of a lar;e wosh tub of soil
talen fren the arec around tho vichirs? hore, uncenter~

dnated by the crizinel e:pdesicns The srira cord.is

"illcd wi h the cplesive PETNT and it wes. detenated Ly
7& instanta m.rn.s clc.curw c!ctone.tor. .

To :i...t’c. tda F3I Lab or\.t nas not mrmsm.d the rt.sult.s .

¢l its excuination of the above wu. ite-s.

- 17 -
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DETAILS: . Investigation in thls matter vas coﬁducted'by the. rollow-
' -ing Agents: Assistant Special hgent in Charge WILLLui W,
BURKE, FDWIN H. IGFF II, FRED E. CORDON, TOBL\S E.

" HATTIEWS, CLYDE P,' 4DE#HOLD, H. WAYNE SWINNEY 2nd FRANK MERCH,

o At approximately: 3:40 ..M. on December 26, 1951 shurilf
H, T. "ITLL4S, Erevard County, Titusville, ‘Florida, contucted speeial
agent EDFIIN H. DUFF IL at Daytona Beach. by phone from jime, Florida znd ade ,
vised that the home of HARRY T. MOORE, an- officer of the Nutionnal jssociation’ -\
for Advancerent of Colored Peopls located: at -Mims, Florida, hud been bombed
by some type of explosive which had been placed directly under tha badroom .
of LOOAE and that the blast had killed MGOTE and that MOO/E's wife, HJIRISTT, -

was in a serious condition zt ths San:t‘ord.uanorial lospital.

The sheriff advised.the blast had occurred at approdimateldy .
10230 P.H. on December 25, 1951 and that a. blood hound hnd Leen brought tn .
the area and had been able to trace a track leading from the home' through apfs -
orange grove to.2 hard road where the trail was lost, The Sheriff indicated X
that a guard had been placed asrownyl the entire area and that it was his inten-.

“tion to.i‘orward my evidence qb‘c_air'led. to the FBI laboratory for examination.

: _ The Himi Office was immedlately advised and the informa-'
tion relayed to the pureau,

g

= ' Pursuant to instrugtions, Spetial igent DUFP and FRED E.

1,

GORDON pﬁceeded to the sceno of the blast,

Upon arrival at the sceno ,.':;-s followiné individuals vere

Doputy Sherif{f CL¥E DATES
" Dsputy Sheriff GILES FL.TT
County Judge and Coroner VASSAR B, CARLTON
Assistant State!s Attorney HUNERT GRIGGS '
Sergeant GEORGE SILS, brother-in-lgw of victim LOORE
JOS TISRREN, close friend of victin .nd his brother
FN UaRREN, also a friond of the vietin,

AT HIKS, FLORIDA.

present: -

it'ths tise of the .gents' arrival it is to be noted that

the- area wag envedanid in:a very dense ground fog which  made vi sitd 1ity
.: practically impossible and it was several hours beinre dawn started brealking

which coused the fog to 1ift and affacted. bettur vigibility, state's jtorncy. -
GRICGS and Corener C.RLTON 2dvised that instrirctions had been issusd cLo

-4~ -
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Qo on Dccember 26 1151,

.individuals present from.the time of RiTHS!' arrival upon the scene at ap-
- proximately 10:45 P.L.. or ahout 15 {nlnuf;«ss after the blayt occurred..

B e R

to:tha Sheriff to call a Corcner's Jury and at the moment.the sheriff was
notifying tha nocessary individusls to repert for Caroner's jury luty at &

The area had beﬂn protected by Leput.y She.ruf HaTP 5 and the other-

NTES sa:x.d he had received a tels hona call from N, At Jaﬂer
ROBERTS at the Titusrille Jail that an explosion had ocsurred - at ths howe
of the victim at Mims, Floride, B.TES said that he had crissed and im- o
mediately proczeded to the scene, scmu four and one—11011 m_les north of G
his homs in Titusville, 4

BATES sa.Ld that upon hl.. arrival on- thc scene there wers. quitc a
few people milling around the house and that the srea was %n completc.
darkness and \rlolblllt.y, was poor duw to the fazt cnvelojing ground fo,:.

BaTh3 said at the tire of his arrival vietim LOORD and his wife
had alrsady been ramoved irom the heuse by Serguant GRONGE SLiiS and his
brothor, ARNOLD 51xS, brothor-in-law of ths victim and near nelghbors and
were 2nroute to the Sanford lMemorial Hospital 2t sonford, Florida, appm&m.\fsly
37 miles distant. E,i¥S: s2i4 he hod been told by soms m" the szpzctators on

the scene timt HCOIE was in a v 2y cratical condition and unable to talk

when removed, from the debris and that }’ii wife vas apparently suffering from
severe shock as she was zppar’*ntly ta.uk:mg incoherently.

B,.T".'s said H:M. he had imaediately detlernined thaL some- type off
hewy £Xplosiva had been pliced unider the northuass corasr of KCORE's budroom -
and the resulting blast had torn the entirc bw".mn to bitu and had shredded
the floor of the badroom as well as the ceiling r™id the walls, B.TES sai:l
that upon his arrival he had immediatuly 1ooked into the blast. crater undur'ne'th
ths house and hed Becn unadla to detact any odor which viould indicate the
nature or type of ecxplosive that nad been used, He suaid thors was definit ly

, no ador which is uswilly p'rg,§ant whun d,v'mm_t-.z is uaad for such a purposa and
" that he had been told Uy the first arrivels oa the ascen- that thare was no

apparent smo e o othyr indication to show wh=t typz of ¢xpl-sive wag used,

BATES sudd Pims, ho had Joteridned that 000, Lo sther with hic
wify HARRIETT, lus dawhter oNWh ROSLLIE and his mother ROSa .o MOORE, had,
earlier in the cvening of Dacanber 25, lqslbmn prasent at the homs of -
ARNOLD SIS, @ brother-in-law of the victim and nuar neighkbor, tozether with

quite a few otner rulatives and friends: of Lhs HOORWS' and the SIHUS! arnd that -

o~ e,
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from tha bust availably information it was indicated that the ﬁcmm‘, togelhoer .

. with his wife, duughter and mother had loft theSIMMS homn bétwaon 9 and 9:15

TN

P.M. and that they hed ridden from the. STHNG ‘home to the MNOOARR house in .
MOOE's Ford sadan which hid been parked immediately in front. of the house
and that thereafter MOOAR, with his family, had entersd the house am:l Rod

“thereafter rutlrud.

He serid that the inf ormabion mdlcab\,d Uu.t the doughter wag ap-

‘ parently ath,ep at tlw time theblast occurred ‘and -that the mothor of the
victim was apparently in the process of dozin,g of £ wihen the blast struclk,

. BuTiES said that HOORE and his wife occupied the- front bedroon on R
the northeast correr of tha 75 foot frams dwelling and that the victia's mother. . .
occupied the second bedroom or middle bedroom on- -the north side of the hums
arcl thy daughtor occupisd the third bedroom locnted on. the nerthwest corncr .
or back corner of tho housa and which is soparated from the secohnd badroorn by a
small bath room. The blist was so severe that it completely split the house
at all seams, blaw a1l wiidows in the house. out and -ur*pL.tu.ly L!.Lsmteg,rnt,hd
and splintered the [ront porch. . .

Photograpns of thc scone vepe obta:.nsd ani copies ar'*bomb forwg»ded
to tha Bireau.

BiTES gaid that imeediatuly aftcr hds arrlv.alupon the scons anad unrer. )
L..m'm" the nerture of th: incident, he imsediatcly radioed the Sherifits Ofvise

at Titusville and racuegteéd that Sheriff H. T. WILLL®S bu informe_d Hs further

requsctad that. Doputy Sheriff GILES PL.IT at Melbournc be advised at once aud
reguestad thatlPTATT bring with him m.mediately to-the arsa the blood hound
wh:.ch is used by Lhe Sheriff's Office in connsct -on with crininal invesbiga-
tions., - -~ .

Ba T2 sall tint an immediate inquiry in.the ~ree had failed to d.-
velop any information indicating that any suspicious individuals had been .
-nated in the area during the <¢arly ovening or durirg tho Curistmas day pario.dl
and he said that aftur the arelval of PL..J.'T' and e Wlood hound, ths dog was ap=

parunt:ly @ble to piek up a scent noar Lhe hows:. shiich hoe b "" Lrom t.h'
housu to a prapedruil, treo loeatad o peovine bedy S J o I, dYrom Lhe coeLhest
coracr of Lho howe anr From there to a pelm tivea Loe Ll slmost dir. elly in

front of the hous: abowl, 100 fest avey and rrom Immn Lo an orangs trec- in
the grove which wxtends in front of tho home for a distaies ol sous 200 yards
until the: grove is separated by a he \rd ro‘xd knoun 25 the 0ld Dixis Highwny.

-6 -




MY 4 270

~ From the oranrre tree in the grove, behind whmh the wknown subjeeb
is believed. to have stood, tha trail was treced Ly the dog in a northeasierly
dirsction through thr mft sand ‘toward the Qld Dixie r}lghwny whern the dog
apparcntiy lost the tra‘.'l.. B.TE3 said that in following the dog throuagli:lie
orante grov: the dog and/er the officers following the doz had xppnrently
st.np,;ud in and cbliterated all but three or four-of the i‘nutprint.; whioh the
unknuwn subject s believed to have laft. Casts of two prinls werc m.dc. ‘and
were forwarded to-tha F3I Lebnr'z* ory for ezamim t:mn.

Dy way of Lackgrow ad corcerning HGO"JZ, BLTES advisad that ROg3R.
had been a resident of the jiius area for a pericl of approximately 25 yoars
and thot he was onc of ke most active members c¢f his race in hhé Brevard
Connty area wnd and al i’ tire: been Fri ncipal el one of Lhe firevard Crmuty
Schuols hut duc to sokn dl'llcultj walch he aucountursd with the Brﬂv‘\rd
Cornty School Doard, he had 2liiior been discharged or allowsd to resiyn and _
that. an fecent yeurs HOOFE had beon directing most of his cchivitias to work ,,‘.,_;"
of UhwMislP, : o

BATES further advised that during the past four wars-or so HODRZ i
: . had not maintained a perwanunt residence at Mims, Fiorids and was believed to -
. have been rusiding more or less permancntly in the vicinity of Laka Fark, '

Florida near West Palm Beach vhere his wife was belisved to have bean cmployed
as a school_teacher. B4TES said thz t MOORE and his family had apperently only
used the hom: at In:uus, Florida for weckend visits and he i$ not belisved to -

o have heen instiv: vicinity of his lome at Tins , Florida for a period of a ,\pz 0N
f imatelyfour wesks prior to the bl...tmg of his housw.,

© BALTES soid that subsecuznt to his arrival upon th~ séene ha had-
tall-«.d with many of the colored residents in rhe_.. rea.who had visited tho
. scene and had buen unabl to obtain ny inforaat: on from sny ol Lham which
_ vould- shed any Llis:it on lhe party or partu.s res;” 1sible for the dzath of tho
o v:.cti_m. ‘ o
" BATESD said that - during Hx: early morning heurs he hrtl been sitting”
-on tlw bumper of i car t- hdng to BEN "LLOWM, & hiroLhsr of JOL TURREN a clos:
Iricnd of the victim wnd. thit LEN VLMW had told i, VaisS, that he, Rl L
ViiIREN, hsd in th2 racant past told [LVLMY 1007, th wvictim, hat he, 'L.rt“‘“ .
thought MUOTE was "going « lJtt.la teo fur and 2 Little Loo fast.w S

3 TES advised thot it was common l\nr)wlndne:.n Brovard Qounty that
KOORE bad been quite netive in Ni.CP work and that.most rscently he had been o
cengaged in investigating tn. "Groveland Case! in Leke County, Pleride, wldich. .- . o
Anvolved S.HUEL SHEF: HIEHD and "L LTEL LEE J.RVIN. BaTa 5 further udvised that '

.“" ,_-'7-
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subsequent to thé incident which occurred in: Lake County whernin SHEPHERD
was killed and: IRVIN was wounded by Sherifi WILLIS McCall, that numerocus.
newspaper items had been reported in the jtlanta, Miami, Jecksonville and
Daytona Beach newspapers quoting MOORE and others in comection with the

Lake' County incldent .

. BATES added’ that vhile MOORE had been eng:\ged in ac‘biva worh for
the ‘NaACP they, the Sheriff's Office in Brevard County, had never exper-
ienced any difficulty with)MgORE nor had any incidents or racisl matters
ariscn whiich had caused any attention to be d:.rected to LOOTE'S activity in
that field. .BATES added that. they regarded LOORF. as a quiet and peacaful o
fellow and they knew of no definite enemisz whic: he may have had and knew .- -
of no one that would have a motive forkilling MOORE. BATES added that general /-
talk among the arrivals on the scene attributed MOO3IE!'s death to hlS"PUSSible
activity ih the investigation of the Groveland case in Lake County. - :

“t‘ 8 i.M. a Coroner's J\H'Y» headed by Coroner and County Judgra Sl

‘VaSSHR B. CaRLTOM and assisted by issistant State's ittorney HUBERT GRIGGS >

convened to view the scens.. Thé Coroner's Jury heard the story as related.’

by Sergeant GEORGE 3D2:{5 and his brothar; ; HANOLD SIlis, the first.arrivals

upon the scene znd brothers-in-law of the victim, and after hearing their
testimony the. jury recessed pend;mg further 1rwes’c.1gatlonby the Brevard

" County Sher;ff' s Office.

. The. jury was composed of '7.0,B} CHI"’EE‘.ND'_‘.N, 9, H. BxJLL, R. H : )
HUDSON, publisher of the Titusville Star-;dvocate newspaper; R. . CU'l'l‘E‘x‘, S '
Titusville Druggist, JOE Tii\RAEN, colorad an'l M. N, G'LLBERT, colored, . : i

nsnstan State's Lttorney HUB 2T GRIGGS and County Judge VASS.R
B. C.RLTON both advised thut they had known vici:'. MOORE dnd his wife as
residents of. Brevard County for a great wany yez.” and that MHOORE had former-
ly buen a teacher in the Drevard County School sy‘ste.m but that due to soms '

difficulty, the exadt nature of which was*uninown to them, MOORE had either
been discharged or allowed to resimn from his job in the school system.
.Both men advised' that they were zware of the fact that MOORE in recent years

had been quite active in M.iCP affairs and had reccived considerable news-
paper publicity in connection with his activity, varticularly that with re-
furonce to the nGrovelund Qase, " .

. Judge CIRLTON said however, and GRIGGS confirmed the fact that ns
far as.they knew KOOHE had never created- any trouble or disserntion in Brevard
County ond: that they. looked upen him and regarded him as a- good.citizen.

i_They both added th;t in recent yéars MOORE had not spent. too much uf his. tima ‘
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