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The following - investie,ation was conducted by Spec:.al \gunts

- 'CLYDE P.. ADERHOID and: TOBIAS E. HTTHRS on Jommry, 3, 1952.

Bu.SrIS' Bmploy:us of the Spnr Service Statioen, lhms, [-] omd;
were inturviewed for any informmticn they mipght l’I.Vb concerning
the b.nnl 1nc of the Moo rusidencu. g

e

" PARL ADAS, S(,rvicé Station Lt’rendpr.t, upar Service Station,

Mims, Florida, adnu.,d that oh tha night of the Bombimg h2 was at his -

home which is located un U, S. Rout e #1 approdmitely three miles. south @ - .
of Mims, -He said that hi heard the explosion and thet lusediately thomrht

that one of thé gasoline storage tanks in the survice stution md T
exploded. He stated that hs. drove to the service station -and.’ Lound - )ttnot Sl
there had bzen no explosion thore and he then roturncd to lLis e, L
He naid it -was not until the next morning that ho' found out thet tic .
MUORE's residence Ind becn bambed. ADAMS stated that he did not lmow o
FWRE and had not kmown where he lived until the explosion. He also

advised that o one hnd mquired at the servicb station ns to whero

MOD'{E lived. :

~ BLILY ATKTNSON, Sorvice Stat.n.on ittendant, Spar Strvice Stution, ..
Mins, Florida stat.d that h‘. wis- nnt, worldng on the m.rr,ht. of the oaplo‘,lsn. T

* He sgid that hs was at Cocoa, Florid4 and did not know of the cxplosion

until the nsxt morning, Ho smd that he md heard of HARRY T, MOGHE, Wt
thﬂt he had not knom whera ho lived. , _

- ATKINSON utb.t od thnt to the-best of Yis nmemory no onu h:d

over been in the servico station asking wh;.z;; -JORE rosided. -
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.' .: The folioid.ﬁg, ihvéstigation was é_'onductad- by Sﬁqcial :
Agents. valMES' P. SHANNON and ROBERT T. NISCHWIIZ on Jamuary 6, 1952, .-

© BASIS: PAUL DACUT, also knoim as MPOPCOZN™ was with JOE'SMITH
the night of the explosion and. was the boy who had told JAMES

SHITH that’ the MOURE house had been bombed. . |

L . PAUL DaCUT advised that he is known by thie name of . .
"PCPCORN" in the Mims area and that he is'a grove worker. He advised
that hg ‘came to-this area from St. George, South Carolina sbout a year
and one-half or iwo years ago and that he did not inow HaiRY T. MOORE,
DiCUT. stated that on the night of the explosion he -end :JOE SMITH. were-

" "returning from a movie at. Cocca, Florids in the SKITH's pick-up truei,
. and from Titusville on he recalled théy had used the old Nixie Highvay,
Js 'stated he hed not secn anyone nor had they passed any automobilss from

the time they left Titusville until thoy stopped at JOE BMITH!s. home, -,
He advised that JOZ.SMITH went to his house and w»s changing clothes -
getting reacy to go to work when Deputy Sheriff CLYDS BATRS stogped
in front of the house and asked them sbout an ¢xplosion. " He sajid .
‘had not hzird any explosion and was curious to know what bed hanppercia

SATES drove off 'in the dirsction.of Mims in the search of thé oxplosion.

When SMITH had complsted changing clotlies they started to érive into Mims
to the Service Station where JOE worked when they passed a weman whosge.
name DACUT could not. recall and ‘'she told them thers was 2n explssisn over
by Mr. MOORE!'s placs at which tire JOB caught up with Deputy Sherifr
BiTES and. advised hin of the information this woman hod siven him.

DACUT further advised that a little whils aftcr Depuby

-Sherif? BATES left for the MOORD residence he and JOL SMITH drove down
to see what had happaned. He:stated the house was badly damaged by soms.

kind of a blast but they did not ask any questions and left.soon after

‘their arrival., He stated that after JOE SMITH went back to wark,he it

wort.on up in the Negro quarters 2nd -stouped by a house that was ha

& party. He did not. know whogse house this was but sait that JOE's father
"JiMES SMITH as ther=s and he told him thst MCORS!'s house had been blown

up. DACUT stated that he kmew nothing more about instant explosion and
said that the. Nogro boys do not have much to say -about it, :
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FLOYD MRUSTER" ADAMS, manager of the new truck stop,, Mims,

- was interviéwed and adidsed that on the might of instant explosion. he

wag or duty at his station and about fifteen mimutes after the explosion .

- JOE: EDVARD SMITH of Mims had come in. to’go to work and told him Professor -

MOOLE*®s house hzd: been bombed.. - ADAMS stated hé had gone.to BURNETT's
store .on one or two occasions to get: articles of clothing for some of

‘h:Ls colored help but he did not go :mto the storP asld.ng for MOORE.

o He statsd he Imew- httle of HARRI MOORE until aﬂ:er his ~
death vhich received much publicity. During the interview ADAMS asked.

'if someons were trying to slarder him because.of his stccess in operat-'

ing the truck stop. He was ad'éised: the invegtigation bad nothing to

‘do vith busineas practices in or around Mims. He advised that PQP—;&DIGJ\IS. |

at.the other truck stop had teen giving him troudle recently bvcauae
ADANS had procured a covple contrachs. with trucicing cdmpenies to handle

cll thoir business and that A"KINS did not like it and he felt posm.bly ~,

ADKTNS had boen in BURNETT!s store masizg stateatents to the effect ADA
Had been asltdng fer m:o*m. He was assurvd. by tha Agents that this
wes rot t:'.'ue. ‘ - - )

'Pkmtogfaphs of ADAMS were ob.tained‘ uring this interview.
He w8 very coaperative in furnishing infomation. ‘

>

= The following is a descmpﬁlon obtampd from observation and

‘mberrogatlon- A
Nae FLOYD "‘HEODJRE 'Bmmg)ﬁm
Hodght , 51108 - :
Weight . 230 . '
- | Byes .- blus
. Hair .  grey

Scars and merks . 1 thin geer middle right forearm -
Mlitary record none

Birth date - . January 1€, 1908
Birthplacd Wasingtor., Pennsylvanis

Employment . owmer-operator Spar ™ruck Stop,.
: Mims, Florida. cuntract with Or-
lando Fuel 0il Co. operated by
' J. PAUL FEEK .
Prior employment - truclker for Fort UWaytic. Corrugated
' C " Papor Co., Pit'tsburgh, Pa., far
27 years -

- . - 98 - - ....'"

I TN IR A D L R

EXHIBIT

28

3 =33 sEt -

ar




RMN/RESiegh L oy
- MIA270. . - L e B SR
Marita.l status , ' mm-r:.ed
" Wife . " MARTE McGANN ADAMS
Daughters . | PJ‘.MELAundSUE -

ADAMS was. asked if he is or ever has been a member of the IO.an
At tms he. seemed ‘surprised and stated he was: a “yankee® from Pennsyl— '
vaniz and that he never believed in such groups and that if he lnew
any zembers of the Klan he would be glad to reveal them to the FBI. ADAMS

.advised thet if he heard anmy rumor or talk regardjng the MUCRE bombing

he would con‘bact the FBI :imnedia,tely

, Mr. JAKE OSTERREICHER, P.0.. Box 1;2, !ﬁms recalled ha ha.d
Rev. JOHN MITCHELL circulate a petition among the propzrty owners in.
the colored quarters of Mims. Hé advised this petition was in regard to
2’ resolution by the Taxpayers Camittee of North Brevard County which
had ‘as-its goal better representation of the cities in north Brovard

County in county affairs. He stated this petition was circulated by "*

Rov. IOTCHELL in the negro Gquerters of Mins. He recalled the incident.
and szid he had to have that petiticn back at a certain time so he could
turn it over to wmmﬁﬁ%wﬁ and LIOYDAESSER. Thesc two men were. to
takic tho petition to A RTENBERHY and if he recalled correctly FORTEN-
BERRY and MESSER took the petition to Tallahassce. However, he .could

not recgll the exact dato but stated he ramembored he gave Rev. MITCHELL . .-
‘a check Tor $10.GD the same morning Rev.. MITCHELL turncd the petition

over to him. He looked through his” tancelled. ¢hecks for 1951 and fourd -
the check he had written to Rov. J Jie~MITCHELL.. The check was endorsad
by MITCHELL ard was dated Moy 18, 1951. OSTERREICHER said he was pos—
itive this was the only check he had ever written to MITCHELL and he

‘yecclled the morming he wrote the: check as MITCHELL wns supposed to

weet him in front of the Fost Office at Mim:: ..t 7:C0. and was about 30
mingtes.late. . MITCHELL turned the petition .”-3r to.0STERREICHER and 0S-
TERREICHER wrote the check for $10.00 for MITCHELL's sorvices in having
the. petition signed. He stated MITCHELL had worked for him before but
he néver paid him by check at any other time and -he has not werked

.for Mn for same yesrs. OSTERREICHER further stated that the petition

Had little time in which to be signed by the vurious property owners and
ho had thought MITCHELL could work among tue nerroes vatt »r quickly since
he vas well acquainted: with them. He remcmbered w:-iting the check on ‘
the day the potition was handed to him. It is to be notcd the date -

of this check was the day following the datc two whitc men ampeared in
BURNETT's store in Mims inquirirg about MOORE. :
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. . DaVID LEE ChELIIu and hn.r husbnd, CHARLGS,: reside on the
0ld Di.uac lll :lm.w spproximetely one mila north of the w.ct:.m's rosidencs 5>
the uswconnd nearest nulghbors on the nurth side, advised they h3d retired about

" 9:30 P.L.. on Chr. stnas night and that they hsod noted no suspicious individuals

hanging around the neighborhood or in the vidinity of. th: MOORE residence and-
that during the Christmas Day periad she had noted a considerable amount of
automobile traffic go:mg north and zouth over bhe.0ld Dixde Ilishway. She said
that- they paid no purticuler attention to thc tréfi‘i.c and therz. vas m thmr

" which.caused them to bacore suspicious.

They said thoy wers avakened rudcly by the blast which sevornl;

-shook thelr home and CILALES s2id that he wani outside to see.what had. taken
- placu.nnd he noticed kr. SHARPE,the noxt dor noighbor; - standing on his [r enk

perch and that they yelled to one another us to; vhal -had-happencd but -that . .
SHATTE apparentiy Jid not. know. and CuRLIIE sxid he returned to his housw: ol x\ S
retired. and did not Know actually vhiat had taken plac° unul the ;ollmrcmg e

: .Both Er, and Mrs.. c.\RLIIE said it was common knowladge within the
County that HaRAY T. HOCRE, the vietim,.was actively engaged in NiiCP acti-
vitles, howgv=r, they knew of no particalsr-cocmies and did not kiow anyon.,
who mizht he -Bonsidered a logical suspect. They said that as far as they knm
HOORE was well liked and well rospacted ‘by the folks in Rrevard County.

GEORNE oHnL‘I-‘E and his vife, GZRALDTME, reside a approximately 75 yards
sou’h of thc CalLILY residence and arz the n- 'arrwu nei. vhboru to the victims an
the north. side, were interviewed and Hrs. SALAPE advis ud shz wns in bed aslesp
at the tiw2 ths blast cccurred and that she was.-. Jkem.d by theé noisa and she
got up and went into the living room where her I #hand was reading the news- .
papei. ghe inqired.as to what had lmpnenr\d and ner husbond walked out on the
front porch, leoked sround to ses if he could see or hear anything and Iir.

SHARPE said that be had not noted anything out of tihe uvrdinary and turned to
g0 back in the house to recums reading his puper when, as hs burned W o in
the deur, he noticed commg frofa the scuth, atmiut 100 yards souwn of his home

i

. on the highway, a car going north which he s.iid was srocesdine at a nonnnl

and reasonablu rate of spied,

Hu sall Lipl nobtwrdlly the severe blazb caused hin to wonl.u Justk wh-\t, o

'had tuken ploce but had. just suemissd that p.‘)sa.LbL“' i4 was jurt some kids.or

ingiriduels making ~ 1ot of noise on Christmas migit. Hs said that he paid - Lo
no, 'Ltentu.un to tl’b automoblle as it went by hls honu , hu ha& no idea uhat '
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. rse DaVID LLﬁl C‘:EILH and hor hU.Sb 3§ 0 9 (‘H‘\RL resirla on the

01d .Dic Ni Jwaay .ppruxmate]v one mila north of the vmtlm"s rosidence,.
- "the gucond neardat nelshtors on the nurth side, adw...'..d they had retirerd about

" 9:30 P.li.. on Chr. stimas nl(_'ht. and that th(.,} hsd notz.d no suspicious individuals
hanging arcund tha nelghborhood or in the Vlclnlt-’ of. th= MOORE residence gnd:
that during the Chm.stn..:: Day perisd she had noted z considerable amount, of
automobile traffic going nerth and zouth over Uh. Old Dixie flighway. She said
that, they paid ne particuler attention to thc tréfih.c und thers was o hh.mu
which. causad them to oocom susplcious. oo :

: S 'I'hey ] ;id thuy wers avakened ruch.y by the b]ast vhich sevornly
~shook their home and CH4RLES ssid that ha wen! outside to sse what had. ‘taksn.
- place.and he noticed Mr. SHARPE,the noxt dor noighbor; standing on his [renk
perch anad that they yelled to one another as to vhal-had happencd but. -that

SHARPE apparentily }id not. know. and C.RLILE s~id he returred to his howw:emd = - ;

retired. and did not. Know act.ually vhat had taken placa uatil the mllomn,,
morning.

: Both Er. and Mrs.. C.RLILE said it was common knowladge wi.thin th—
County that HaRY T. HOORE, the vietim, was actively engaged in NAACP act
vities, howc,v-vr. they knew of no particalsr.enemies and did not lhow anyuu- )
who miht he ‘Tonsidered a logical suspect. Thay said that as far as they knm.,
HMOOHE was well ].J.kOd vand well rospected™by tihe folks in Rrevard County.

GEORME SHa¥FE and his vife, GMALDDIE, reside approximately 75 yards
southr of the C.LILS residence and arz the nsarest nsighbors to the victims on
the north. sides, were interviewed and lrs. SH.APE advised sha wes In bed asleup
at, the tims ths blast cccurrad and that she was .. .kened by the neisz and she
got up and went into the living r oors where her I¥+'and was reading the mews-
papsr'. &gha lll(‘{llll’bd.aa to what had lrmpoenrd and ner husbond walked out on the
front porch. leoked Zround to see if he could sze or hear anythirg and lir.
SHARPE said that be had not noted anything out of tie ordinawy and turned bo
20 back in the house to resums reading his pupar when, as he burned to go in
the deor, he noticed com;mg, from ths swth, ﬂmm 100 yards souwn of his home
on the highway, a car goiag north which he s:iif was proceedine at a nononl
and reasonable rate of speed

He sain Lot notwrdlly the severs blast caised hinm to wondar just w‘\"h
had tuken ploce but had just surmiscd that possibly 16, was juct sone kids .or
indiriduzls making @ lot of noise on Chiristmzs mignt. He said that he paid
no attention Lo ths eutomobile as il went by his homa, he has no idez what
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i GEORCE SHANFE and his vife, GIMALDIIN, reside approximately 75 yards
s
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3rs. DaVIG IIE Ch’?LIL.;:. and hu‘ husband, CHARLES,:resids on tha

© 0ld DL;J;g. i Jway .pgruxmabely one mila north of the vmum's rosidencs,.
.the second. nwarsat. nulthbors on the nurth side, adv:x.sz.d they had retired shout
" 9230 P.L.. on Ghr. stnas nic;ht ‘and that they hod noted no suspicious individuals

hanging around: tha neighborhood or in the va.ainlt,;f of. the MOORE recidence and:
that during the Christnss Day perioad she had noted & considerable amount of
automobile traffic going north and south ovir Lhi. 0ld Dixie Ilishway. She said
that, they paid-ne particular attesntion to tlic trﬁfi‘.;c und them. wag oo hh:m,rr
which:czused them to becore suspicious. oo

They sald thcy' vier: awviakened rudcly by the blast v.hich sevcr=15 - -

“shook the:.r home and CILRIES s2id that ha wen! out side to see. what had. taksn
- place.and he noticed kr. SHARPE,the noxt door noighbor; standing on his fronk  *."". -
- perch’ and that they yelled to one anoiher 48 to: vhat -had-happencd but -that

SHATPE appwrently-1id not. know. and CaRLILE 5+:id he returrsd to- his howsmemd s =
retired. and did not. lmow actually vhat had tnken placa until the ;ouomng e

‘morning.

Both Br. amd Mress, anLILE sald it was coxmxon knowladge within th:

Cou,nty that HaRY T. HOCRE, the victim,.was act:.vely engaged in NiACP act

vitles, howgvar, they knew af no partic.xls-.r enenies and did not khow anyuz.., : o
who mizht he Tonsidered a logical suspect. They said that as far as they knw, '
HOOSE was .eel.}. liked and well rospected: ‘by the folks in Brevard c:ounty.

ou’r of the C.iLILY residence and arz the nrarest nei 'rhbor., to the victinms on
the nerth. side, werz interviewed and irs. SA.LRPE advis ud sh2 wns in bed 2slewp
at. the time ths blast occurred and that she was. o «kened by tle nois2 and ghs -
got up and went into the living room where her I vant was reading the mews- .
paper. She inmired.as to what had hnpoenr.d and ner husbend: walked out on the'
front porch, looked @round to ses if he could ‘see or hear anythirg end iir.

SHARPE said that he had not noted anything out of tie uvrdinary and turned ho
g0 back in the house to resum:: reading his puper when, os he burned to @ in

the deor, he noticed conu.ng from the scuth, about 100 yards sowwn of his home

. on the highway, a car zoiang north whiel he siid was rroceedine at a nornm W]
aYy , godag

and raagzonable rate of spoed,

He sain tiol notwrally the sevare bla.r. cauised hin to wondar jush vhat |

"had tuken place but had. just surmisod that possibly it was juct some kids -or

individusls making = lot of noige on Christmas mizsat. He said that he paid e
no attention to th:; sutomobile as it went by his. horao, he hae o idea uhnt '
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