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affairapparently refers to ths case involving ORTON N\ TH.NIEL JOHNSON, recantly
convicted of first degree murder and sentanced. tc death’ ibr Lhe murder of
Marivn COuntv Sh\.!‘lff LDVARD PORTER, N.s.

Sorgennt SIMKS said that )2 had been ahlc to determine from tsl l\ln[
with the wife of the victim and the victim's dauc)mer, that MNOORE and hisg

‘family had wone home scms 45 x:u.nutns bafore the blast cecurrud and that }O0E
. and his wifa had rstirad and the daughter had gone W bed but had read for

a period-of 15 minutes or so before: actually turning out tha lizht,. fle

“said the deughtoy LNNA LOORE, %old him sho was Just dozing of f to sleep’ whn
the blast strucln.

"eant “]1% said t.hab he had overhaud SoriE COHVGI‘SG‘CZLOR among
the colorPd folks who viswed ths blast scene on December 26, 1951, mentiun
something about having secn a 1950 or- 1951 Eord sedan with Duv"l County tlu.L, :
(Jacksonvills, Florld.a) in the vicinity of MCORD's residence soveral wesks ago -
and that they beldeved the car was cccupied by white men. . STahS said he had
enduavored to. determine who was responsible for the remmd but had buin unable
to identily tha person malcing the' remaric end was uncertzin as to whether or .
not the. per.,on making the remark'was, in Iact, rei‘errlnn o, susps. cious. indu.viduals
or nok, . .

It might be noted 2t this poinl; that during the e:uly noming hours
and afternoofi-of Decembe‘ 25, 1351 approximately 11300 to 1200 psople cema. into

8 area in order to view the b sted re."iélms ot JCRE's residence.
.14»57 ¥

JOR 'Jnmu,u and his wife, P..(‘&IOLIJ. , wero interviewsd ot thelr residence .
and VARREN advised that he was a member of the. ILinCP end. had -for s peried of Lims'
. traveled with HiRMY }OORE, the victim, in conmeciion with his - etivities of L=

cruiting members: for the NaaCP.  He snid thot dur;.g his travels with the
vietim they had covered a Lirge saction of the St'# of Florida but hesaid
that for the past six months he had hzd little or no cortbact with MOORE 2nd

kn;.w very little concerumg his activities:

“ledﬂ"‘rl 53id he had known 1IOGRE infim"t.u.y i‘or a pericd of D years
and hz verified that LOORT cnd his fomily had been at, the 811338 home for
dinner on Christmas Doy and that during the dinrar md o sping '=veuing no
conversation was had concerning budincss mtbters or oaythige pirbaining to
MOORE's activitics, He said that it.was all fapily t-lk,

WaRRAT snid that he believes he was clos: cnowh fo HOQHE Lh"L had

. HOCIL. Leen the tdeipient. of any threots that MO0 would heve to ld- him,

YIARIEN, rmd v, x'?REN said he hon:.etly and s:ancrt.ly bel:u.ved ard. those are hlﬁ.
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words, that MOOHE wns the k:md of a mon-that had he rece;wed cny threats of

any kil he would heve called 4 meeting of the members of the NAACP and mda

a full report conearning. it., WiRREN said hu know of no definite ludividuals

that could be censidered as suspecis but it was just his of f~hrnd abservition rad
belief that no percon in Braverd County was responomle' for the blast:mu of
MOORE!'s home. M1 ventured to say that possz.bly the work oi‘ MOORE in the Lake
County case may e r(’SPDnolblLo . !

LRREN advisad t,h'\ anong tho.,s presoent ony tbe christigs aftarnoon
for dinner at ATIOLD.STGS! hom\. were the lollcv.-lng- :

ARNOLD SIidiSs and wife and uRNOLD SI1MS! mother 3 n“N:E on‘JhS;

Mrs. CHERRY GREER, mother of iRNOLD. SIM: S'mi’e,
. Sergeant STUIS and wifo;

ELMFE.. SII.S and wife; Loth of whom res:dc. in Cocoa; )
Victim H,RRY UOOHE, his wife, HuRRIETT, SLI&' daughter ANl ROS.LIE and

vietin'y nmother RC3.; . _ . o
JOE 'I.WEH and. his wife and his step~daughter, I-:..TRB-IE.

U:.RL d sald that all the aforementionsd pc.rsons had eaten dinner
between 4 and 5 F.li. and therezfter sat arcund wnd talked.until the early
purt of the evening and “,NREN said, to the.best of his recollecticn, hs lalt
the SD#%5 hone between 6:30 and 7 P.h . end that 8I0..S had 12 ff the home about

"6 PM, to refurn to Cocoa.

*'I.mI-LEN sa3d that ho ksd = etarned fo his horc. and had retirod at the
time of the blast and vas awakened by the sound of the blast and aftaer much’
inquiring around, had iound vut HOO!E's home had been bombed, HHe immcdiabnly
went to the scens but upon his arrival found that IOODL, his vife, daughter
and mother hzd Leon taken to the Sanford Hospital

"ARREN saJN{ he knew of no othsr imlrfldum_ in the area or annhcrs
else vho might pos.::.’clb hau able to furnizh- J.ni‘or'l tion concerning the per-
petration of this m-wm.

Thr vietimts mo'r.hvr,‘ROSfx Lo MO0, L1751 Touisiann stroot, Jackson-
villo, Florida, was interviewed at the WARREN rasluonee at whish Lime she was
highly nervous and swiforing from.dld shock. oy st ok hewo come b s,
Floridia on Docanbue 23, 1061 from Jacksonviide bn piloit wiilh b r son and ils
fanily for Lhe Clelazbmus holidays and thot e onebreastood from HORY that he
and his wife had. coma up from Lake Pavk on Decambur L3, 1951, Sh: said’ dho
kiow vory little concerning her son!s recent act JV_LtlLa with reference to the
recent past but that she knew that. sovarnlviceks sgo or W:thm the last two
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xL.tIIE SIM3 at helboume, Flom.d,a, advised t.hat she was a sister
of ILJWIERTT Li00RY, cne of the victilms in instant case. She said she lz:st

- sav HaRRIETT .on \kednesday, December 19, 1951 wHer che and AR werc driving

dent.

from Lake Fark te their home -in Mims, Florida, Sho soid that she did not
see H.RRY but sh2 belisved that he wes in the car. ghe s2id H.IRITIT mecely
came by th: stups and ‘thld her they would lJ_'ca fe hava her cum: up to :

Mims Christmes D 'if she coula.

With regard to the statem:nt made by her son, ;ELVIE "O"tBET:. s to 3
the effect that HiRRY NOORE had Leen run- out of froveiand and inte Orangs S
County, V.LERIE said that approximatsly a yoxr ajo she had ruad in the -
T.lPi - BULLEIIN somebhing about HARRY being run out.of Groveland.. She doesn't
recall any of the details of the articlu ad docsntt know eof cny trouble he
has hzd since that time. oshe said that l{.;RRV did not. discuss his activities
with his family and vhile VAILERIE khew he was very active in tha progressive
Voters I.ea:ua and the WiiCP, she said she d:Ld not have any ronson to belidve l
chat his life wagp in danger.

V.LERIT “I! Y5, saiq th'\t dt no time d.ld her sisver HARRIZTT over
menticn to her that che feared for IIAR?Y'* life or that HARRY had any trouble
in connection. witl: h"_'s worl, i

l!T bQCO-D, FI.D?U:I‘A- .

- e ' . .
EIMER STL., =: lad St. Charles 3treet, Cuenz, Flowida, ..;dvised he has
Known LLRRY T, ECOR: : nd his wifas, ! LARTETT, for cver 25 years. He snid bhot
HARRIETT roomsd’ with bir and his w:.i‘e cunbd l she married dmC{Y.

-t .

SILiS s3id ha hay bBeen z2etive in ths i) .w" work: ond. .v'lt; HARRY in
the ssme work since 1934. e s1id tha Counbty Cit <~er of the NAACP was or-
ganized in this yonr and HARAY was elucted County (‘l;antpr S"crmary at that

time. o s2id for opor~ximat.ly 7 roars. ‘1..., g]:L.a was Cuanity Chapler Pru.i-

- SILLS said that }..,}un’ 1100‘{[: wAg Qlw.ctt.d state ecutive gecretoxy of

the NnaCP about 4 yoars ago.  SILuS sald that he aua the yict ', iI.RRY, wers

vury close to onu aiether and had mngy con:vrenices conscrais e NGACPE wurk,

He: sadd ho lask sow [LWRY on Christmas Doy when iw, 2T1aS, aud his wife wor

at JNOLD SLTi! home fur Christuas dinner, Sl capliioed that ‘his wily

and aRJOLD ST4.53' wiit wore half-sisters. He zaid thal. on Chrlstis day he
and his wife spent the.entirs ‘_ftan.cen ot LOLD's home and that. much of the

timo he spent alone with the victim, H.RRY, He said during the afternoon he

-
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words, that MOOKE wns the ‘kind of a mon-that had he received sny threats of

any kinl e would hove ealled si meting of the members of the NAACP and mdo

a full mporr cancrarning it. WARREN said he knew of no definite individwmals - |
that ocould be considerud us suspecw but it was just his ‘of f~hond observation snd -
belief that no percon in Breverd County was responsible for the blashmg of -
MOOR's home. [~ ventured t._o say that poss:.bly the work oi‘ ¥OORE in the Lake
County cass may be responsible. .

TL.RREN advisad that smong those presunt on: tbe. Christings aftarnoon
for dmner at ATIOLD. SBG%S' home were the wllowmp-

ARNOLD STI2iS and wifé and .LRNOLD SIIMS! nothr.r, i JNIE oII:r»,S,
Jirs. CHERRY GREER, mother of miHOLD ST a'm.i‘e,
.. Sergeant STHIS and wife;:
ELME.t SILuS and wifc, both of whom| res:.de in cocoa,
VlCuim HoR2Y" WOOUE, his wifs, HaRRIETT, SL38' daughter iNd, ROS.LLIE amd
victin's nother RO . . R S
JOE TUIWEHd and. lu.s wife and his step~duughter, L."'?.DIE, o

: TI[.RZ’IIJ raid that all the aforementionzd pcrsons had ezten dinner’
— between 4 and 5 Fili. and thereafter sat arcund ind talked.until the early
, . part of tho evening and “;RRTEN s2id, to the.best of his recollvcticn, hs 1lsft
| the SD4SS hone between 6:50 ard 7 P..{. end that SIL,.S had 12 £t the home about
: "6 P.M, to return t6 Cocoa. _
. vy

*L\RTEEN snid that he k:d returned to his hord and. had etirod at the

: time of the blash aud was awak-,med by the sound of the blast and after much-
L inguiring around, hud found out HOOI{E's home had been bombed, He immediatnly
3 went to the scenw but upon his arrival found that I’OO‘?.D, his wife, daughter
and mother had Leon taken to ths smford Hospitai

"LRREY .said he knew of no othwr iml:.v:.(hu in the .area or aghere
elsa ¥ho nigt pOSo.’LbL) ha able to furnizh. J.ni‘orn.uon concerning the per-
petratnon of this cn_nm.

'}[ ﬂ Thr victimts mo*hf-r, RCSAa iv. MOOXE, 1751 Touisian: stroot, Jackson~
villn s Florida, was intervicwed at the WLRRN resiwoce at whizh time she wias

highly nervoun and : awdTor ing from.mild shock. s s id ok hoad gome to i,
Floriia on Docanilenr 271, 195L from Jacksonviilde tn yiuit wiith Irr son efvl his
family for the (':hri.::tmu« ho.!..uh,y'- aad that che mnbirstood from HORRY thatl he

and his wife had.coma up from Lake Pavk on Decambur 173, 1951, Sh: said’ gho
kaew vury little canc..rnlng her son!s recent. ncf:wltlc.; with n.iereffﬁa to the :
rec‘snt paut but ﬂmt gie knew that. 'ssveralviveks ago or w:.thm the st two
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or threc nonthis HARIY had besn working on the Groveland case and she said
she knuu by reading the papers and from cowwarsation whicH she had with
friends, Bazt HalY was tr./in'* to reise monasy to support the appeal for ths
boyz in. tht. Croveland case’ and that in this conrection she knew he had been
mailing oul many pamphlcts ao;..hc.Ltmg qont,r:.butlom for this appeal fund,

lrs, LOORE said that "I think - that undowbtedly HURY's work in the 1 ° | - .
G"owl'mcl cass was rszsponsibla for his death" howevar, sha was unabla to ‘urnJ.sh
the name s’ of any definite individuals iesponsible.and was unable to sugysst '
the. n..mea of any suspacts, possible suspecis or’ logl‘cal sources’ of indorwetion.

* Mrs. MOURE added that HiRRY's wife, HAAI‘?II"I‘T had m:du a remari T L
subszquant to her cdmittance to the Sanford Hospital tn the effoct that one T

of the officials of Rrevard County had somctire upo asicd HaiRY "if he vasn't

going a little too farit, Ghe waz unuble tu l.darﬂ,lfy‘ the official a...h.gedly

involved and said that che was not present vhen H.RRIDIT.HOORE mede this re
mark and had not discussed it with her, She scid she knew of no enemics eyt D :;
which har son had hovéver, it wes clearly apparent to her that irom the e
nature of his actu.v:.t.:.cs ho wag mora or. leus L.lwys in a rath ;P procarious
‘,posn.taon. - :

Krs. MOORE verified the fiact thatpumerous membere of her family _ .
and fricnds had euten Curistmas dinaer at ths SD4S residsnce and she sald | T :
that since he¢T arrival in Kims from Jacksonvills, neither [LRRY, his =ife, e
nor uny othergmember of the family had di‘scus‘“"'d sny businesa actlv:Lb.c & or ;
activities of HiRRY with refercace to-the NALACP. She said that all ths con- o I
varsation at the STIi1iS housy wus femily tallk and she caid that as bagt she R
could recall she, H.LRY har son, HLRRILTT his wife end NN., his dagter
had left the SI1M3 resilence about 45 minutes prigr to the bl:sbt. She said .
they got in HAIMY 's car and drove to the front pi. h of HIRRY's howme, they
got' vut, went .LnsJ.c.e ‘end that HARRIETT m'flmte » ratired,

She said that she and hsr son, MWW, sst around tha dd.nlng table in
the dining room, talked ior 2 little vhile and she went and got a fruit caks
Aang cut her son a pizce of cake,.vhich he sat at th- table and ste while they
talkad. She said that the deuphter, during the inlsrim had apparently re-
tired but was in bod rosmding whth thy Light one ghe naded within o very short

Cpoariod of $ime che ralined and Lha b (LG eom fheongd hien maom Lo e o the. bath
rocm, and that her Lipght was o Sned she calload o i and saddd v, sy, is that '
you?! to which he replicd "Yes, hewma, that's mev, She naill HARRY returned to

his hedruom, appars r.Lly gobt in.bed, the light having slready bsen turnad of £ T
by his wife vhan she rstired and thut. she, iirs.’ HOO:E, vaa Ju..t; in the pw-- -
cesa of dozing ofr umm a t-,rzi.flc -:xploslon rockuad ths lwusc- shs ‘does not . !

L
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know how leng it was after HaRRY actually got in bed that the explosion
occurrc'l but the said that 1t must. have been just a mattt_r of ninutes,

ha gaid that a1t-.er the explesion she heard groaning sounds coming

- from tlw bedeoom of her son and his wile . 2nd then heard the daughter N
screaming and crying that "Shmd‘hlng has happened to Pana" She said she

.was grogey and not cempletely aware of what had happened and-harl walked out

of har bedroom into the living room in the dari mness toward the edroom.of
HaRY and his wife und that:upon. reaching the door of HiRRY's bedroom she .
. steppeil forward and har leg went through a hole in tha flom caused b ths

blast and that her leg was almost broken.’ .

. She- sa_.d th‘.t the daughtar- then came 1nto the 11v3.np room ana np—
parently turned the lirht on and she was able to ses W, RHY and h:_s.w1fe an o N
-the Led amid a pile of debris, dust, dirt and rubble. She said that when she | '
first saw HARRIETT ‘that HARRIETT was sitting up in bed groanin: and making wome ©
inandible remarks concerning V.2 » her daughtor; prasently employed in "mzh- !'-'-x_- <
ington, D. C. She said thst a bookcase nr dusk or sous 1rt.1r-l'- of furniture
was on top of HaRRIEIT and that she finally menaged to shove this piece of
. furniture off of her -and in the interim the daughter had gone to the back of
the liouse -screaming and y=lling for GRORGE and [RNOLD. The mothsr said that
she had- to remind her grandaughter that.the back door was closed and that the
grand'mphter should open ths door and fo oub on the back po“ch if sha evar

expucted anyore to hear her. :

.)h\.\ saild that within a very. shmt time PEO?GB and ARNCLD acrived awd
finally extricated HARRY and [, Q2TRTT from the wreckape, pliaced bhem in the
car undl took them to the hespital. She said that she cccompanied her fon aad’ -
his wife b the hospital and that she had sat on the back seal uf tha car holding
fIARWY 10 ler arus wi.th his hesad resting on her . lder. .ghe sald thav at no.
timz on tho trip did he make any statements, hs s> ely greancd and his hesd
bobbed and weaved az th&v traveled hurris dly to the hooplt.al

.She said that during the trip 'LxR.‘?.ETI‘, the wife, made incoherint
statcm.nt.a concerning her drughter. She satd that just prior *o the timé thay
arrived at'the hospital I...RY g&v; 2 Joud groan and gpeproxbaately a quast of
blood spurted frow his moulth all over her clothesz and the Sack seat of the
cur,

wrs. HOORE 20id that she paid no particular attention to the u‘unadlube
vi. c.uutv of the house upon thuir ratuin from the SIIyist but thet s san nc»
! susplelous. pereong, 25 a matlur of fact, she saw no cvne dwring the drive, saw ;
no automobi les, heard no noises and was umble to furaish any additional informa= .

" tion co'xcern:mg the matter -or which woulrd: asslst in J.dcntlfylnlx the parmea sz(st\

-

- 16 -

U



&L e o shen.had

ED:GSs 0 R B
M 2 4em270° - S A o i

L Te follov'."j_nG. mStigation vas conducted: by Special Agents ED.IH
He DUF? IT end FRED E, GORDOR on Januar; X, 952 - N . o .
SIS RGSA HOUE, victin's mother, relntesvieted for pertinent
Cchuils, S C '

THle

UOSA HOONE, mother of victic, relntervioved sfter she Liag had. an. o
opportunity. to recover fron norvous sioel: and She adviscd she liad: npt secn R
hew son for cuite a period of timo and kneur notling specific concerning his- .

+ rocemi activitics. She said shc had received g Jettor frow her son dated

Decarbor 4, 1951 mailed from ifest Pali Deach ard also 4 lotiew from her gon ' .
mailed fram kims, Florida on Deccmbor 1 ), 1951, in which IARY had said ho B
had ‘arrived at idws, Florida, last night (;Deccmbcr 16) and encloscd w0400 TP

to pa;r her bus fare from Jacksorville to ifinu.
RO5AHOOLE said. tact sho avrived. ab Titusyills by train.on the 'L .

: a.ﬂ%moon of December 22, 1951 and:took & cab to ler son's hore at jiing.

She said that subscenent to her arrival sio did not: cucstion IARRY 2s to
his imocdiate pasy activities nor did he volubeer any information as to
uhcre e Lad been or what ho ves. doing. ‘

' Sho said that on the 23rd of Deectiver she could recall no visitors :

and thet LAty spent the majority of tlgo day barling the orange trees in his .. .

groves  Shepaid she resalled thot eithér the 22rd or 24th HARRY as visited ..

by sonc vnlmown white men who drova up to.tho house in a car.and he apparencly .’
horited e horn and IARRY went out to grect him, Sho soid tinag LARRY tallied -, ;

to hi: for a forr minutes, possibly 5 minuies, &nd tion HARRY camé back into

the house and his reaction, as she recalls it, =3 perfectly norrial, thero - -
128 110 odvions indfeation of fright or enthingivo lead her io believe tihe Fe "
contact a8 angthing but voutine. .. L A : I R

She said thay slic and HAIWY wrerd the or.t;' ones aorc at the timg ag -

. his deughtor end -the nother had song to Titusvillo. S

bor op g DL said thaf mhsoquent to ko boming sho had lcernod frop . - -
a mc!.mm.;noi' the congrezation of the lethiodisg G:Inl-c’l,l’;-ilﬁch Ty a.tggﬁdggo "o
on tie 23rd of. Decauber, that "HAZRY preachcd his om fureral ot ehureh that
Sendag'. She aaid that si1c questioned. the rompop of the cangrosation whose |
:_mx'a‘xc s.1c. does not inor, as. to Wiy such a rowmayi should havo .bccH uadc"afﬂ’f“?f&s
imiorumed that cn thet particular “Suuday the Pastor agled the congregaticn -
hing’ to say and HAldY spoke ' end made sane soptof.q

e o35

24




- "

CrEnElISe

were 1o visitors at. all ai the house on Suriayr and so far 3 gue can recall

mDES . T

i 41=3270. -

el .liei tie congrezaiion member, upon reflection, sald made Ler feol: JWL:Y _
mst lkgre felt thot sandhaing weas goin; to happen- o il by the noioure of hHCEN
ROSL IOGRE sald that uombers of thi ieCLALIAGD fomily and the GRAKT &
feodl,: zo to o sane churelh and that lov. MASSEY is the Pasior. - .

‘The mother of thic victiu said that as besi she- could rccall tliere
no oue .Trd avay from the house that nighbe. -
ROSA (ORE szid she did not laoy until a couple of howrs prior to

dinnc: tine on Christmas Gay thab tiweyr uere actuallys going; to. eat Charistuas - -
dinner ai the SLI.SY and thet HARLY caue o her before he wont to chwrel, '

. apnciavily on Chrisires day, and tolkl his mother thei they verc plarnine to.
(S w' v

iicve dincye vith tlic 9THES?e Sho said that oshe, her son HaY, Lic dfe and
his daugihtor drove o tho SLILS residence frow the. iOME iouse ab appro:i-
nasel; 2:350 Pail. on Clirdstras dogre  She snid upon arrival thore weire about
iz autouoblles arowni Uhe SIS residence and sihe knev ‘cf no individuals
presciiv, whose: naes have not alrealy previously beon mentionoed. '

!m'-'

' “ith regard Lo the actual explosion tlic mother said that siic vas
Lng; dn bed just about to dozc off when tierc came a flash of light. 8ho

sait thai the ceiling reflcctor for tho 1light secred to fall %o the ileor
prio: %o L€ timc she heurd the actucl blasi. Sie said that there vas posi-~ -
tivel,' no gwoke or heevy poider odor pediaicly after the blogt a2g sie oL '
out or bof and walked to the bedroom door wiicl hed been completely blasted
aua: Uy the axplocion and that after the light had been twrned on she could
very - cleacly seo HARRY and his wifle lring on the mattress amid the dust and
debrise ' o T ) '

) Sie sald thaiv alfter iHARY and s vifd™ 22 been removed fron the
bedroor, ithile cnroute to- the hospital. siic vas rading <hith HARRY?s head S
sesting on her left shoulder and that .every nov and then sue recally suclling - - -
o sort. of powder odori, netever, she said uvhat Dmediately folloving the '
@plosion there dolfinitely 1as no snole and no iieavy poider odor.
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