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' The fo]lovdpg {nvestigation was condur;ted'by Specdal Agents |
- ROBERT T. NISCHWITZ. end TOBIAS E.. MATTHEWS on February 15, 1952, at

~orlande, Florida. . - .

BASIS: Ascertain if AIEX AXERMiN defense attorney in . o .
the Groveland case could furnish irformation regarding . : Nl
. activities of MDORE or threats to. MOORE as a result of. Co L
the Groveland cas3. ' : :

PP

... ALEX ARERMiN wes interviewed in his room ab the Senm Juan L
Hotel, at which time he stated he has knovmn victim MOORE since 1945. S
The first occesion of thelr meecting was regarding an incident invelving -

& negro Marine who had returned from the war and- gotten into trouble
with a deputy sheriff at which time the negro disarmed the deputy and’
was supposed to have beaten him. MOORE ceme to AK=RMAN and asked him
‘to see ths Marine got a fair trial. : : ‘ . ~

. AKTMAN géain:mt MOORE while serving on & cormittes: that. .

. was seeldng to have nogroes enrolled at the Uhiversity of Florida. Cn

.this occasion ACKERMAN stated MOORE was not very active other than to
supply information to the committee in an effort to build up the ease _
" widch was to have negroes allowed to study at the niversity of Flarida. .

According to .AKERMAN, HARRY.MOORE. wes qiite active in mak- N
ing inquirdes ifto the Groveland case; however,. at no time did NOORE re-
port to, speak to or assist ASERGS in the defense of SHEPHERD ard IRVIN. ~
He stated he may have submitted reports to the NAACP headquarters in. New SR
York and some of the information was probobly. charmeled to AKERMEN for - 4
the defense. However, he denied MCORE ever sutmitted any evidence or
‘statements to. him directly in regard to the Groveland. case.. He-went on :
to say that the only time he saw MCORE actunlly participate incany— - BN

' activity in regard to that case was when MOORE went to the SHEPHERD

famly and informed them they could recever their son®s body and ar-
.range for a funeral. - ' I '
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' - " He. stated he. kriew. of ths Daybona Beach . meat:mg of the NALCP
and. that MOOHE!s job was discontinued because of lack of funds. He ad-
vised HOORE was not fired or let out of his job but it wes merely the

clos:.ng of the :)ob because of lack oi‘ funds to pay him. .

AKERMAN stated ha believed KJOBE ws ki]led bece.nse of his -
being a representative of the NAACP, -He felt someone.killed MOOEE, not

foratwﬂunghasaidordidaaanindiv*dml but.becausehemaasym-A

bol of the. effort of the negroes in the state of Florida. "He: sald he.
. would not have been surprised 1f Sheriff MeCALL or someong connected. with
. him killed MOORE. He advised he had no proof or amything to substantiate
" this statement but that it was merely his opinion. He kmew of mo. . -
threats to MOORE and wos shocked to learn of MOOREt!s dezths He: would
~ not. have been surprised if ED.DAVIS, onme of the negro leadera of .Ocala,
" hed been ld1led because DAVIS wes very outspoken on negro rights, whlle
HOORE was not the aggresaive type but wes quiet and maxmer],y. ,
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: . The following investigation was- conducted by .,pecial - ‘
Agent JOSEPH I.. RaAl¥e 3 | psl

1229~ .

. . Ozuo':'h‘, ReLybits It 3]1.. S 1. 1st m’ame, Hallandsle 5 T.Lor]_da
wus interviewed ty Special .ﬂ."cnt JOSEPe T.. ARFALY on Decenb.r 29, 1951.
JOHNSON advised that hc weas elected as a su.mi ‘vice~president. of
the RAACP for the State of Fleorida during the recent convention. of
that organizition held zt NPay*ona Beach, rloiida, JCHNSR advised

" that he was a delegate to this convention frum the Hallandale, Florida
Branch of the NAACP.

' ,u- HA.LAXDALE _ FLORIDA:

. ‘Lgar:‘mg uhe conventlon wh1ch we.s held from November 23 -

to November 20, 1951 JOI'RSCH advised that he arrived at Da~tona RBeach

; . ..n_November 23, .1.951 and went immediately tc the convention since it was
already in session. Upon. arrival he was regiciered by Mrs, HASRIET
'HOQI-, wiie of HARRY . XOORE, JOHNSON stated that he obse.ved HARKRY:
HOORE taking an asetive part in the convention but did not have any

. personal contact with him except for Friday. evening,. November 23, 1951,
© when he visited witi :i00RE for an hour with another: dclega.te s I:DJARD
- NORWOOD from Tallahassee, Florida.

L ' In connection with his visit with HARRY“F. MOOE:, JOHNSGH
- - stated that in addition to himself, NOORT, and HORWOQD, ¥.s. HARRIEY
‘Z‘ ' MOORE was also present.. He )omted out that the meeting lasted from

approximately 7:30 p.m. to £: X p.m. and during the whole time they
discussed activities of the NAACP. JOHNSON expla:med t"la.t ED JARD
JCRYI00D was: living with bim at the, gome of Tr,'d. Lo DRG¥, 2 dentist
in Davt“bna Beach during the convenm.on. :

JOHKSQN went cn tn state that on Sundny morning,
November 25, 1951, he was preparing to lsave Daytona. Beach. to roturn
to Hellandale,. Florida when HARRY MOORE ans® 1is wife, PARRIET, stopped
by and "nquired as to whether they could g<ye ham a ride to the conventlon.
JOHNSGY told them that he was rot eble to 4. .end the clo:ung sesgions’ |
of the Convention since he had t6 return to work in Hallandale, Florida,
: - MOORE and his wife then offered him & ridc tc the station but JOHNSCH
[ - _ © " assured them that he had alrea.dy made plans in this regerd.

JOHNSON stated that this was the last timc he saw H.REY
MOOHE, poincing out that he hed known MCUFT fcr approxi. stely two
ycars in connectios with thoir mutual work in the KAACP.
! >
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- JOHNSON stated that during. the first week of December.,
he reccived a postal card from MOCRE, whérein MOORE suggested that they ,,l
get. together for a meeting concerning NAACP activities. He added, howuver)
that this meesting did not take. place because it was subsequently called '
off by the Secretary of the Hnllandale Branch because. of its conilict
with the Christmas Season. ,

. JONNSO- adnsed th'\t he has been th:.nking as to who
mght have caused the decath of HARRY MOORY since it occurred and that
he has no idea who could have been respon51ble.

He advised that in the event any- 1nformat10u whatsoever

" thet might appé“r pertinent to this incident should come to his attention,
he would bmmediately advise this Bureau of tho same.
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On ‘December 29, 195L:!JOHN DICKR- ON operator of a Gulf Filling g’i
Station at 603 Second Avenue, Da,{tona Beach, Flor:.du, member of -the iJAAcp .

- advised that he had not seen HOOAE since PJovember 24th. when LCGOE attended :

the MAACY Crxnventn.on at Daytona Beach. After the- conventlon ILOOAC left to‘

. return to hln home in West Palm Beach,

. DICI’_.I'L':‘.ON said he bad heard HOORZ had ~.pc:ken recan’c.ly at a muet.-
ing in Tampa, Florida. DITKERSON said also that he knev.that FOQKE was
trying to got a.negro Deputy Sheriff appointad in Lake County, Florida and .
had.requested DICKERSON to furnish him with the name of sone individual who |
m,lgh'b be considered for the job., DICKEIS said he did oot recoimend anyons.

DICKERSON saJ.d he could furnizh no "uspncts, know of no enem.e.» and
said he had been in Nims, Florida to view the wreckaga and had. talked with
numerous colored. people and that it was the opinion of some that the person .
who bombed HOORE's home came out of Laiie County. DICIQ: bOI said frankly he -
did not believe this vas so. o

" Klso interviewed was R. J. GATINOUS, 605. Second Avenue, employsd by - .
t.he Bethune lortuary., GAINOUS knew of no enemies }OORE muy have had cnd was

unable to furnish any suspects, He mggested that one VIIGIL Hat TKING,. wito ‘“

resides in Leesburg be interviewed concerning }OOZE's activities and Wh"reabouts -

during recent months as he, GAINOUS, was of the impression that I..OOn.E had
possibly been :Ln close contact 111th HAWKINS,

Also interviewed was RICHARD ‘J. EOORE, President nf Bethune-cook..an
College, Daytona Beach and he advised that he had known LOORE. as an acuive
worker in the HAACP for several years and that h¥s dutiés required him to

travel throughout the State. He knew thit HOORE had been active in the Progress:we

‘Voters League and was one of five nen vho. called on GCovérnor YWARREN in 191;9
endeavoring to sponsor an anti-lynching bill in-the State Leg:l.slaturo.

MIOORE s.ud' that h2 was no relation. to tre victim and had last seen
hin in West Palm Beach, shortlz after the Daytor.. _cjeuch Conveation and vias pre-~"
sent at the.Roosevelt High School in "est Palm 1" -h when TALTTR "HITE spoke '
at the high school during thz latter pnrt. cf Novenber,

MOORE said that the victim had reccntly 1..-r1tte.n him a Jetter rocquest- E

.-mg that MOORE consider him for -a position as a teacher in any vacancy which.

might come to NOONE's attentiof., MNOORE said that he belisved that the victim
had resigned his job as State Secretary of the NiaCF groun ar *at the time of
his death waz Seerctary of the Bravard Lount,f NanCP.:
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. ‘he. fodlowing invesbisation vas comiuctied by Special Agerits SDVII e -

DUCF T ond ‘FRED F. GORDOW on January 3, 1952 : R

pASIS:  JOHN' DICKERSOL,. memver of thc HAACP- group. at Daytona Beacii,
when first intorvieved promised cumpletc. gooporation in an cliort
to dovelop information concerning HOUL?s wurders DICKLRION re-
inervieved. : , o : e ‘

A

L JOBN B. DICKERSQN, ovner of the Gulf Servico Station at Carpocll :
Siocet and Second fvenuc, Daytona Dedch, ilorida, adviscd that he .iad ab~
“tended, HCORE's funcral and had discuosed the I
attonding the services but that fhic had been waghle to.devolopary inforrahion. .-
of valuce : : o

DICKERSON said that he hed heard sonc individuals at the funcral v
services maldng remaris concorning threéorenin; letter or letters vhich oG .

attor with nuierovs individuals . -

Ry

ma; - uove recelved prior to his death but he seid trat none ol thy individuwls =

"o iwis ho tallied could Iurnish any inforrstion dlong definite Lincs.

DICKTRSOW said that. OGS hod,: during the summer of 1951, belicved-' B
to o in Junc, 1951, discusscd with. DICKLISON tac appointnent of a colored- .
derud sheiild in Joice County, Tlorida and tnat ot that tine he and LOWRY ‘
enganet i scveral Woull scssions® but ot no time did HOORE cver mcution
thoie be ned rescived any threats of any nature and there ras no particular
ruaso.: for DICKERSUE to bclieve thet [OONE vas alraid for any reason on ac-
caint of tle work in vhich ho vas ‘enragcde g '
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. Rev. JOHNSON advisnd he has known HARRY. T. MOORE for eight to ten ycaz"s",'

“but that he had not seen HOORE sinte the Daytona conicrence.

" Bev. JOHI'SON advised that with regard to EOORE!s cctivitiss and the
Mh.CP generally, that dissention existed in the Florida Chapter. A meeting
had heen called of the Florida officers on .ugust 24, ‘195Y to plan for the

. State conference at which time he'was told by IL\RRY MOORE that there was 2

move on foot to-oust him, JOHNSOMN, as Treasurer am himself aa Exscutive -
Secrctary. : e : ) '

: Stbsaguent to this. meeting and prior.tc the Day.'ﬁona Canerence"
JOHNSON was contacted at his home by Rev. R. H, JOHNSON of Orlando, Florida.

. At -this time JOHNSON from Orlando told:him that they (Gtate officers) had
‘had a meeting in Orlando and had decided to petition the conlerence ‘o avolish

the position of Sccretary -and to put the. collection of dues un ¢ commissicn
bagis. Rev, K. S. JOHNSON of Sanford said that he did not receive any word
concerning the. meeting referrsd to by the Reverend from Orlando. H& said on
the occasion of this meeting the Orlande Reverend had told him that they had
a good man for HARRY MOORE's. job but heé did not identify this individual.

Rev. K. S. JOHNSON- said that at. the Daytona meeting he gathered that -

Mrs. RUBY HURLE. from Alabama and one of the National officers, being a #Youth
Secrctary® and Lir. DaiIEL E, BYRD of South Carolina, -alss a N:tional officer

- and an. "issisfant Field Sscretary", appsired to b2 the .driving fores bshind

the abolishment of the Secretary's positdion and-the removal of HAHERY KOOTE.

He believed that the Natiovnal officers wanted to maks a change in thes Florida
organization becsuse membership had fallen off and the officers bclisved HiRRY
NOORE was not doing as good a job as somebody else might do.

Rev. JOHWSON. added that nothing was sai’¥. to his knowladge, at the

‘Daytona conference about reinstating HOORE.

Rev. JOHNSON received a letter from HiGRY T. KOORS which was dated :
November 30, 1951; which letter in substance explains somc of She. difficulties
he, HaRRY MOORE, was having in the Florida NaifP. The letter indicated that -
the mambership duess in the NaiCP had been raised in 1948 or 149 from $1.00
to %2.00 and that the Florida merbarship had dropjped from 3917 in 1948 to
3,251 in 1949 and 3077 in 1950 and through Novgmber 15, 1951 to 3,076, and
indicated that. HiRRY HOORE felt that the membership wos again going to rise
and that they had overcome the difficulties in th: 1003 inorease in the
NiiCP dues. Instant letter =nded by stating "In some respects this meeting
was about:tha worst we have had. Really it was not.a gtate mesting, because
the Natlional officers came im and todk over.n- - o o
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Rev. JOHNSON addéd thzt he could furnish no ¥nformation whatsoéver
. that would cast any light on instant case. At no time did HARRY MOORE in- -
dicate to him that he had had any trouble with any individuals nor had he
ever indicated he had been threatened or feared for his life. =
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R DUNN was ‘unable to furnish any additional 1nlormat10n conce ul

. ‘ing, MOORE's activities, movements, projects, ‘assocations, .
.‘frlends or possible enemies durlng thla time. :

lff" |

DUNN: .stated that he has no auggestlono to- offer re-.
gardlng what person or organlzatlon'mxght be responsible for
MOORE's death- and that he is of the opinion that MOORE, who
was. a very mild mannered and  well-liked man, was very hiFhly

-regarded among both Colored and White. circles and had no known:

enemles. DUNN added that he is not familiar enough with
victim's .social, personal or business life or activities to
suggest any pou51ble leads to the solut-on of this matter,

" DUNN further advised that he ic of the personal op- . ! .

‘iniou, although he has nothing to base 1t on, that there is

no connection with .the bombings. and acts of v1olence in. Miamiy,. . .

Groveland and Mims. According -to DUNN, MOORE' traveled openly f"'

as a representative of the NAACP. and had never mentioned re- :
ceiving any threats or encountering any difficulties which - = . ... .

" might lead to acts of violence against him.. DUNN statad that
"he- knows of no split or friction within the NAACP which

might have cauaed this. violence. HKe volunteered the informa- ““,ﬂ'- o
tion or opinion that v1ct1m's death might have been caused by

a colored person as well as by a white person, and that he ddes.

not believe that the Ku Klux KIlan had anything to do with it,

at. Jeast on a state level. DUNN is of the opinion that it 1,

enntirely a local matter based on some local problem or situation ...

or that_it is a personal matter in which the MOOREs were involved;, !

.. DUNN stoted that he wduld furnlsh Agent PURDY w1th
any 1nformat10n concerning this matter which comes to nis at-
tention- in the future.

1222368-51  paverend JESSE LEE FENNELL 2027 - 7th Avenue, - uoutn,

pastor, New Hope Baptist Church and atz«e Vice-President,

" NAACP, was interviewed December 30, 187 , by Agent PURDY, at:

which time he advised that he had known Victim HARRY MOORE for
approximately two years; had seen him.only about five times
during that period; and that their entire association had been
in connection with the. FAAPP.

FENNELL stated that he had attended.th’ Convention
of the NAACP at Daytona for only about two hours on Saturday,

. November 24, 1951, and had not had an opportunity to speak to

YT
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“tion to Special Agent PURDY.
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' MOORE privately -during that time, but merely had said hello

s F

to .him in the crowd. . He saw MOCORE-twice during MOORE's vis.it ¥
to St. Petersburg in October, 1951, as stated. above. He had . -

" not seen MOORE. for appruximately one year prior to that.

FENNELL stated that he ir not a personal friend of '‘MOORE and: knew-
nothing of his personal activities or social or business life - "
other than his contacts.with. the victim through the MAACP.

FENNFLL stated that he knew of no personal, moral or

financial difficulties the victim may have been involved in; had

never heard o¢f any threats being made sgainst him; arnd had
considered MOORE to be very highly regaraed, loved by his ' .
people, and very self-sacrificing in his efforts to help the :
colored people. FENNELL ~dded that he wculd not be able to -~ "
offer any opinion as to whether there 'is a connection. butween v
the Miami, Groveland and Mims -situations, but that. he scer no
indication of a connection. - -

. , FENNELL further advised.théﬁ he would promptly-furniSh:j
any information concerning this matter which cate to kis atten- ..

frasty
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