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Attorney General Moody's Week In Review - April 3, 2020

As the federal government prepares to make payments mandated through the
coronavirus stimulus package, scammers are making efforts to steal those benefits.
This week, I issued a Consumer Alert to warn Floridians about emerging stimulus
scams and provide tips to help them avoid falling prey to fraudsters.
Sadly, even before the coronavirus stimulus package passed, scammers began
sending text messages to people claiming they could make a claim by clicking a link
that most likely contained malware.

Be skeptical of any unsolicited messages from strangers asking you to click links or
provide personal information to receive benefits, and educate yourself about the
economic rescue package now, to avoid falling victim to these and other new fraud
tactics.

Qualified tax filers who have already provided banking information to the Internal
Revenue Service will receive a direct deposit in the coming weeks, and DO NOT
NEED to take action. The IRS will mail notices to beneficiaries within a few weeks
after payments are made. Anyone who receives a notice, but did not receive a
payment, should contact the IRS immediately.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v112XE_aprQ&feature=youtu.be


The IRS will not initiate contact with beneficiaries by email, text messages or social
media to request personal or financial information. The IRS emphasizes on its
website that no sign-up is needed to receive payment.

For more tips on avoiding stimulus payment scams, click here.

Anyone who encounters one of these scams or any other type of COVID-19 fraud,
should contact my office at 1(866) 9NO-SCAM or MyFloridaLegal.com.

Please stay safe, listen to health experts and take all necessary precautions to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Stay safe, Florida.

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/page/B938EDA23FEE01B18525853B0052AF1B/
https://www.myfloridalegal.com/
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